



This work is licensed under the Creative Commons 
Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 
International License. 

To view a copy of this license, visit 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/ 


■ ' 

.it *• 

. /Ks< •, 







Photographic panorama (part) at Camp 27 in Mobiloil Inlet 
points. 15/12/58 


illustrating numbered feature 






















* 











from 


SIR VIVIAN FUCHS, F.R.S. 

8 BARTON ROAD, CAMBRIDGE, CAMBS. CB3 9LH 


TELEPHONE: 0223 59238 




4r efo . 


^ J&c +** U - 


*~*~r /g* ^ 

& ^ /--- 

« ^ 1 f 1 " 7 r y-^ ~ 

-I***■' 

f t**e£ C£*S+*~*J v _ 

1L ** f- * ^ 

r~ y 






FROM 


SIR VIVIAN FUCHS 

78 barton road, CAMBR.DGE, CAMBS. CBS 9UH 
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Int roduct ory Not e . 



During 1957 the Falkland Island Dependancies Survey (Fids) 
maintained one hase ’Horseshoe’ (Base ’Y’) in Marguerite 
Bay. I spent my first year here and during this time 4pl«:ns were 
made to re-establish the deserted base on Stonington Inland 
thirty miles to the South. This was a good move because dog- 
travel from Horseshoe Islandwas only possible in months of \ 

dependable sea-ice, whereas at Stonington, being partly over¬ 
ridden by the Northeast Glacier one was free to travel inland 
at any time of the year. 


This diary is an unedited daily account kept up through 
that year, from the day the John Biscoe entered Marguerite Bay 
to relieve Base ’Y 1 to the day, exactly a year later, that we 
left Stonington by sledge, closing the base because relief was 
impossible, and travelled to Horseshoe from where we were flown 
across the ice to the waiting ships. 

A word of introduction about chaps mentioned in writing. When the 
Biscoe reached Horseshoe on 7th March, ’58 there was a complete 
change over of men. John Paisley took over from Percy Guvver as 
leader with Stan Black, Dave Statham, Dave McDowell (Mac) 

Geoff Stride and Paddy McGowan (wireless opp.) Their programme 
was ’static’ (chiefly meteorology) but they were left with two 
teams of dogs and John was given approval to journey to the Dion 
islets in the winter to carry out work on the Emperor penguins, 
during their breeding season, and to assist us in support on 
journeys planned from Stonington. The Biscoe went up to Blaiklock 
Island, twenty miles north of Horseshoe, and left John Hothera, 
Frank Oliver and Dick Hilson and then sailed down to Stonington 
to establish us. Of our party of six four had already done a year 
on Fids. Henry Wyatt (doctor) came from base ’W’ while Nigel 
Procter (geologist), Bryn Roberts(wireless opp) and I had been 
together at ’' r ’ . We were joined by Pete Forster (survey) and 
Keith Hoskins (geology).'The other winter visitors to marguerite 
vy were argent ini an. They had a base on the Debenham Islands 
only six miles from us and we got to know them quite well for 
a sledge seldom passed the Debs without stopping for an overnight 
party and leaving with a side of beef lashed to the load. 


Occasional references will be found ou FCViUU s e 
.^ons in the area. This needs a brief word of explanation 
first party to winter in Marguerite Bay was that of the 
raharaland Expedition (BGLE) under Rymill who built thei 
on the Debenhams and spent a year in 1936/37 making the 
tensive coastal surveys. In 1940/41 the United States 
; xpedition under Black established a base on Sto 
v 0ed lon £ range aircraft successfully and open* 
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American huts. The situation became a little complicated 
the following vear when Finn Ronne (who had been with Black) 
came down with a private expedition, the Ronne Antarctic 
Research Expedition (RaKE) and re-occupied the Am huts. Later 
in the vear the two parties turned from ignoring each other 
to co-operating in field activities and the splendid Weddell 
Coast Journey down to Lat 74° was achieved by using British 
dogteams supported by Ronne’s planes. Ronne carried out a 
very successful programme of air photography. These were made 
available to Fids after a lapse of ten years and selected copies 
were sent down to ns for our use in the field. Tids occupied 
Stonington for five consecutive years, the last three years 
under Fuchs leadership. During this time long journeys were 
made down King George VI Sound and all the Marguerite Bay coast 
and the coasts of the Sound were resurveyed but apart from 
the plateau journeys in 1946/47 when Mason was surveyor no 
inland journeys were made. Ice prevented relief in ’49 and in - 
1950 the base was evacuated. For the same reason Fids failed 
to re-open Stonington in 1955 but the ship was able to get into 
northern Marguerite Bay and an alternative site was chosen 
on Horseshoe Island. 

Considerable work had therefor already been done in the 
area and the coasts for a long way south had already been 
surveyed sufficiently well but a large area of inland country v 
between the Wordie Ice Shelf and Mobiloil Inlet remained 
blank on the map and it was to this that our programme pointed. 
There was also coastal geology to be done in Beny Fjord and 
around Cape Jeremy. In addition Henry had his programme of 
human physiology and dog nutrition experiments. For the 
dog ^eed trials a month was required on base during the winter 
but apart from this aspect of the programme we were free to 
travel as much of the year as we and dogs were fit to manage. 

That is the picture as a prelude to the diary. And finally 
a last point about the diary itself. Memory fades and with 
it the close ties of friendships made with those who shared 
this time. It is a bad thing to dwell in the past but a good 
tiling to record joyful work, unselfishness, patience, couregae 
where these are due and these qualities were shown every day 
by the chaps I was fortunate to be with for a vear. For if a 
vear of our lives has been worth recording this has. 


’ '"here are some hours that escape from Time; 

They are so very still, so very deep; 

In a world of drnams they are like dreamless sleep, 
In a world of voices they are silences ’ 








7th March 1958 


Friday 

Ship arrived 5.30. Terribly busy with indents. Hope it will 
all soon be sorted out. Henry a great help. Biscoe leaving 
for Blaiklock tomorrow. Haven* t read mail yet. 


Saturday 8th March 

He ached Stonington 11.00 a.m. Open water. Wind 30 knots. 
Mo/boat party ashore early p.m. Very depressed at condition 
of British hut. Ice hard and black throughout floor of hut 
to 2ft but mostly 1ft thick - chairs and tables encased 
solidly. Decided on picking it out. Incredible amount of 
snow around the hut. Up to roof on S• side. All Fids ashore 
after supper. I had none but had an hours sleep instead, 
seals came ashore (34) on beach. All chaps off boat working 
with a will at ice clearing. Henry and I had walk around the 
island deciding on places for storing stores. All food may 
go in store hut. Seals remain on beach, get them on boards 
later. Immediate precious articles in little dry 'battery* 
hut. American huts in poor shape. Roof covering bad, timber 
quite good. Good room at western end. Spoke with Paptain 
about condition of hut. He agrees with our way of thinking 
that if 'E' is enlarged next year to 12 men with full 'met' 
programme, a new hut is indicated. Therfore policy here to 
fix up rooms only for our immediate requirements. He will put 
up a depot of 12 pemmican and 6 rations for us on Pyrox Islet 
if weather remains good. Excellent. A full day to-morrow. 

Must sleep. 

Su/ ^ & y 9th March 

A lot of good work: done today. All stores landed. V strenuous 
work, j tried to get order into the positioning of various 

- 1 stores. A party remained working on the hut and the 
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11th March 195$ 

All FIDS went ashore after breakfast and the ^iocce ..ailed 

around to put up the Pyrox Islet depot. It took an hour oe g- • tlieI 5 

thick weather and vis. of only a few miles. Very strong wind in the 

fjord and quite localised. Sandy and I spent the time travelling, 

on the bridge. Put up depot on small islet i mile from glacier front. 

The islet is not more than 25 ft. above water at the highest point. 

John Theme got all the NY boxes from the beach. Nigel doing splendid 

work 5n the hut. Percy and Peter have got the generator installed an^ 

working. Aussie fixed up bi-alladin lamps and the 2-buraer stove. 

Let of ice work still to be done. But things are coming on quite well. 

Henry a boon. The Biscoe has left us several things 

2 spades 
2 picks 

1 block and tackle 
10 fathoms 2" sisal 

2 buckets 

3 tarpaulins (on loan) 

Films to-night in wardroom. Long talk with Hr. Butler, the Am. observer. 
He will send down U. 1. maps and reports of the area next year he soys. 

I promised him that we would see to the blocking up of the windows in 
the . huts. Talked to John P. over R.T. He wondered v/hether we 












had any syringes* 
here. Tired now. 


Said he has t*o boxes survey stationery destineo 
Biscoe leaves 9*00 a.m. 


Wednesday 


1 2th March 1 958 


This our first day ashore at Stonington. Biscoe sailed 
at 9.00 a.m. and we were landed by Neil in the n/boat. They gave us 
a good send off. Three blasts on the hooter! We have spent a continuous 
day working at the ice in the hut, opening boxes, etc. It has been 
cooler with a light fall of snow this evening. Henry and I put up two 
tarpaulins over the LI is sen Hut to make it as drift-proof as poss. 

The kitchen and living room are coining on apace and everyone is doing 
gallant work. There is a great deal to do. We are sleeping in 3 tents. 
Cooking meals on 2-bumer stove. Henry and I in tent together discussing 
his dog programme. 


Thursday 


12j.th March 1 99? 


1 « not quite h ar , ry about the 8ltuatlon ^ hut> ^ 
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Henry Wyatt (doctor; and 

Pete Porster (surveyors 




STONINGTON PARTY 


Bryn Roberts 
, (radio) 
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ana kitchen but to-day 


W 

the iee has been cleared out of the sitting room 
with a thaw tec?), and driving wet snow all day water has streamed in 
froD outside to take its place and though we have taken out bucket 
after bucket it is a losing battle. It is easy to understand now how 
the hut comes to be iced up during a thaw. Horrible weather with 
incessant fall of wet snow which is covering everything. Henry and I 
ret soaked feeding the dogs, arranging the oil drums and fetching timber 
from the hangar for use in the Hissen hut. Have decided to dig trench 
all around the hut to help drain away the water during thaw periods. 
Bveiyone on the job to-morrow. We arranged the fuel drums as follows - 

beach 


Seals 


PPP 

BBBB 


DDDDD 

DDDBD 


W W 
W 


BBBB 


P = petrol 
B = blue parafin 


D = diesel 
W = white paraf in 


' 7e sorted the dogs out into their teams. One really wonders whether the 
hut will ever be dry - highly unlikely I fear. We are taking turns at 
cooking using both the 2-bumer and esso stove. The sitting room fire 
' - r -.. ‘Veil. ir-L get out sou’wester? to-morrow. Fear that the store 

Wm drlft over bad1 ^ no '''- Think the Nissen hut will be good for store?, 
■’here is no question that the hut is n write off. The following rooms 

Cleared of ice • kitchen » little room next to kitchen, living 
' ,fflee * worksh °P» radio room, darkroom, laboratory, 
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Think 


engine roar - in fact only the lessen hut is to be left 
things will be fixed up pretty well in three weeks time 


Friday 


14th March 1958 


Get up 8,30 a.m. Brydn cooked breakfast. Living room 
under J> Ins of water and meltwater seeping in fast from outside. 

After breakfast got everyone on digging a trench from living room 
window alongside hut to Hissen Hut. By lunch 7 /e had it finished. 

This was IT*s suggestion to help the thaw water drain away. Stores 
getting drifted and iced up so all p.m. we worked at bringing them down 
to the His sen hut where N. K. and H. stacked them in piles. Got .all 
arcres into the Hissen. Only stores outside now are a dump of sledges 

ae Greenland, one tent, all 5 gal. drums are stacked against end of 
hut. After -supper Ferny ana I killed a seal - a big Weddell, and took 
m more odd boxes. I cooked supper. It is freezing and drifting a 
little now and has been blustery all day. Start cooking one meal 


per day Sunday. Outside work to do: dingy to be moved 

dissen. Henry's experimental sledge boxes to 

V. We are all working well. 









Saturday 


l^th March 195$ 


V. late to bed having taken some letters into the tent to read in 

bed. Henry and I put all the sledges in a group behind the hut. 

crated tents on top of barrels. Nigel and I fed the dogs. System of 

dog feeding is for four of us to take alternate days. Ferny and the 3-team 

driver. A lot of ice-clearing to-day. The rooms now clear are 

living room, kitchen, passage, survey office and room next to kitchen* 

Has been overcast all day, quite chilly weather. All working well* 

Cook week starting tomorrow, 16th. 

Pete 

Self 

Keith Sunday 16th 

Nigel ( 

Bryn ) 

Henry Friday 21st 

Hrm and I got out a weeks food and put it on kitchen shelves* Tons 

of ice is coming out of the hut. hut jobs: 

empty garbage tins. 

help cook and wash up evening meal. 

fill coal buckets. 


Sunday 


16 th March 1958 


" ,Hzin e ariow accumulation last night - about 1* 


rything in a white mantle. 


cooked breakfast. 


6", which covered 








s u r 

TOP. The British Hut and J 

Mi He rand Island in background 


LEFT. The living room. 


BELOW. Looking across the 
deserted American huts to 
the snout of the Northeast 
Glacier which connected the 
island to the mainland. 


















This morning 11 of us except P. brought 1 5 coal sacks into the bathroom. 
It was snowing hard and the snow deep .and trying to walk in. Thank 
heaven we got all the boxes into the Wissen. p * > la between meals, 
has continued to lash up electric lighting. Keith has made himself 
useful in the construction of bunks, etc, in the living room. 

I knocked up a bunk in the S.W. corner of the room. Nigel has made 
an excellent swing door which separates the warm passage opposite the 
* Quiet room* from the cold passage connecting the Nis sen Hut. I made 
a table in the base office and got a few things up on shelves. Hope we 

don't have much more snow. Bryn is sleeping in tent to-night. The 
rest of us indoors, Henry has made a bunk which looks like a sledge and 
is guarranteed to float when the water level rises. 'Quiet room* yet to 
be cleared of ice. Three fires kept alight at present - esso in kitchen 
living room fire and passage stove, V. high parrafin consumption at 
present with two valor stoves, cooker and tilly lamps all burning a lot. 

I made a round of the store dumps - fuel, seals, sledges, coal, tents, 
rations, etc. and noted exactly where each was. Amazing drop In temp. 

. , +o F. be should soon be able to get the stores unpacked. 

D ” t SnOWed t0 the roof - a problem. Work has gone.v. well 

” " ' ‘ Pet * F - iS '^eful. Nigel practical, Keith full of 

energy, Henry dreary but invaluable. I borrowed a steel 

funnel from the TT.q mV-,, v, 

• huts. They have a couple of rooms that are in 








** shape. The floor of the living room vdll always be wet but the hut 
s v . wMm end we are making things comfortable. 


17th March 195$ 


Fonday 


I cooked up the days meals on primuses. '.he old sto\ - 
dismantled by Nigel in. an attempt to get it functioning properly. 

Host of us have been busy carpenting in the living room, making t '“* 

Henry and Bryn fed the dogs. Keith and I took dorni two of the tents - 
v. iced up flaps. Tenp. to-day around + 10°P. I showed Pete around 
the dog spans. P. has been fitting up lights all over the place. 

?ryn put up ariel and got through to Horseshoe. Nun might be pregnant. 
Sitting room and diesel room yet to clear of ice. All floors V. wet but 
wj are Quite comfortable. Temp, Quite cold all da3 r * Had a looic at :v 
ne.v Hovikon camera uhich am pleased with. Hope to have settled in 


properly by 1st April and sledging by l^th April. 


Tuesday 


18th F arch 1958 


Wlng 'Qulot room* at prssant baing clawed 
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by h* and Bryn. P. rigged up more lighting extending the wiring to the 
N is sen Hut. Bunk construction in progress. A pretty cold day again. 

Sea-ice has formed in our near proximity. Bryn still sleeping in tent. 
Plan to have emergency gear in battery hut - two clothing boxes (he} s 
in office), three p and p boxes, meths, six sleeping bags or equivalent 
in blankets. I have been sorting out stores in Nissen. K. on cook 
to-day. Breakfast tardy. Arranged with Pete to run generator at 
1 gall per day which gives approx. 10 hrs going. 


Wednesday 1?th March 195$ 

Figel on cook* He has tackled the stove again with Bryn*s help, 

” r ant to avoid having to put in the new stove if possible. Pete and 
* ertV| have done some splendid de-icing work in the passage from kitchen 

Ch Wa-| 

to shed. Henry has been busy de-icing the tool room. He and I 

fed the dogs and dot up another seal. Temp, has been in the teens with 

^ n ^‘ x>JcrJ Jree2e °*- plateau. I put up the new barometer. Henry has 
volunteered to do a limited met programme with obs at 9.00 a.m. and 

4.0C p.m. We are quite well set up for instruments. The little 
BntVy nut 1 have made the emergent store with 3 P and p boxes, all the 
met!,., and spare sheepskins and sleeping bags. Have opened up some of 






fro m the f 

, . +h the thoughtful presents f 

parcels. *» v< pleaS * " ever in" to-night with 

^ m excellent thing. eVenV ’“ 

^.ovihon cine *. - - ~ . a real 

-roellent star chow. Herd's honk 


four jester• 

Thing a to ask John Paisley: 

Heths. 

Prickers 
Southern Lights, 


20th 1.1 arch 1 95- 

Thursday 


Drifting hard this morning with 20 knot wind from S3. Juite dark 
ta Hvm- room with windows drifted op. Bryn late at making breakfast 

(10 a.m.). I made a bookshelf and did a few odd jobs. Wonderful set 

Of presents from home, 3 1«P- records, books, sweets, photos, exc. 
Awfully good of them all. Poor Henry finds that a lot of his valuable 


measurement cylinders and crucibles etc. have been broken in shipment, 
and he says this practically puts the lid on his dog and human physiolo 
work this year, V. unfortunate. Bryn has a bad tooth. I put up 


2 fire-extinguishers in passage. 




jYidny 


21st March 1958 


Heray is doing net. obs at ?.00 «.». and 9-00 p.n. He has 
repaired the net. screen and Installed max. min. ordinary and wet bulb 
thermometers. Min. t^. to-day + 10*. The new sea-ice has held and 
appears to be getting quite solid. Henry intended doing his p^siologrc 
experiments on us this morning but his alarm did not go off so he h^s 
postponed it until to-morrow. He has cooked some V. good nealo 
J helped Bryn take his tent down. Nigel and Bryn fed the dogs. Bryn 

ar.d I went through the food and worked out a week-ration scale. Took 
out several buckets of water from the living room, office ana „uiet _oom 
this morning. Nigel cleared the ice in the workshop. I sorted out the 
dog equipment. Quite well off in that line except for dog whips. Keith 
working on the laboratory* Splendid letter from Bid read this everimc* 
Tish I could have answered them* 


Saturday 22nd March 1958 

Henry*s cold di-uresis experiment this morning. He £ot up 7«*00 a.m* 
and made us all a small cup of tea* T *. r e emptied our b3.adders. Then at 
regular - hour intervals we urinated into a measuring blinder. At eveiy, 




p rave us 7< oc-s of fluid to drink. The experiment lasted 3 hours 
hour K. £»v<? us ^ w 0 w £' 

*lch .. *T - °>« »'»• "•»* *' W - 12 

.*» . -** in®.... in volume of wine “ ““ 

stress i? brought about. 

Henry helped me to move the Admirals, or 7 of " hen> to 
that runs from the hengsr to the ariel meet. It has been * very .Term 
aay with a thaw tenp. much of it and some snow. This evening the temp, 
fell to +15° sharply which it was when I did the met. oh. at 5.00 p.m. 

Plans for the Northeast Glacier are slowly sorting themselves out hut I am 


not happy'about deciding on single sledge travel in this part, without 
previous depot laying, though there is no alternative to that. Pete ?. 
on cook to-day. A hut ' clean-up' this evening. Got numerous buckets of 
w*t.er out and tidied up. Am rating the two new chronometers now with 
time-checks each evening. There is a lot of work I must do in the survey' 


base office in the next few days. Go through reports thoroughly, draw 
up a graticule on plane table. Make careful sledging plans. Splendid 
presents and letters from home. Present of 4- H.B. pencils from Barleyl 
lovely brushes and paper. Must do some sketching with Henry. 


Things to see to: 

y 3 sledges in good shape with wheels. 

2. Traces, harnesses, spare traces, sledge bags. 

3. One new tent uncrated. All 3 tents checked for pegs, brushes, 
pitons, ground sheet. 

•** 3 P and p boxes checked and completed. 

5. short training ms on sealing sledge around island. 








r Sadi nan make two prussik slings, one waist s iug, 
familiar with theory and practice of prussik knottm 
technique and 1 block on sledge method*. 


two karabiners 
g, Swiss army 


and 


7* Dog whips to be made. 

p Sledge repairs kit for each sledge containing:- 

u • o 


palm 

twine 

codline 

rings 

riem 

screws 

balloon cord 

screwdriver 

pliers. 


9. 


Each man make a pair of soft binding skis if he does not use hard boots, 


10. Crampons fitted to each person. 

11. Compasses fitted to each sledge. 

12. Glacier flags to be made of tube lathes S ft. long with bunting flag 
one square yard. 


Sunday 23rd March 195$ 

Got up S.QO to make breakfast* Great accumulation of drift up 
fi-gainst main door with wind last night from North. Self on cook. Oven 
going well thanks to Nigel’s attention to it. Made a hake. Helped 
Henry feed the dogs and we cut up another seal. Planning new to do a recce 
trip of a few days up the first stage of the Northeast Glacier leaving about 
the loth April. Think 2 sledges, self and Pete F. and Nigel and Keith? 









vision to-day to move the 


generator from its present pos 


ition into 


another part of the room. 


Monday 


24th March 195 & 


Nigel sorting out tools. Henry end I brought the new 'ski-master' 
sledge into the Nissen Hut. Pound it had three broken bridges so we had 
to do a lot of work on it,- renewdd three bridges, assembled the handlebars 
and sledge wheel. Put on lashlines and a compass. Must oil the sledge. 


make a new centre trace and some side traces 0 


37 feet 



Pretty cold in Niseen lashing up sledge. Temp, to-day down to + 2 Cr P. 

Very clear calm day and sea-ice getting solid. Went out alittle way 
on skis on it. Pete F. and Bryn moved the generator a few feet from 
its former position to-day. It now stands on good flooring. Keith on 
cook and some very good meals indeed. At 7.3O this morning Henry 
subjected me to the *cold finger 1 experiment - a skin temp. test, 
issued the new anoraks. 


I 









•puesday 


25th March 1958 


Cold and clear day very calm later with beautiful lights* 
birthday. Henry has fitted an Angus Mk III handbrake to our sledge 
which looks very good indeed. I have spliced six side traces. Ivr~t 
make another three and a new centre trace. May be able to finisn that 

tomorrow. Then I can take some of the boys out for a run. Sea-ice 
getting in very good shape. Coverage all visible areas. Temp, this 
morning +3° - remarkably cold for March* Took two scenes with cane 
before breakfast of Henry in his blue duvet jacket and the drifted up 
hut. Nigel on cook. He and Bryn fed the dogs, Peter and Keith worked 
in the genny room and Pete and I had a 10 minute star identification 
refresher tonight. We are going to do a practice astro-fix tomorrow 
evening. Must get out the new theodolite and the legs. Bryn has been 
spending a lot of time trying to get the radio in better order. Recce 
party to leave 10th April - Bryn and Pete, Keith and I.with Spartans and 
Admirals. Henry doing gfr.and work with sledges, repairs, fixing up 
his skis and doing his human physiology every 7 - morning. He is a wonderful 
chap. 

Wednesday 26th March 1958 

Iovifcly day again - brilliant sun but pretty cold with 20'° frost. 

"'hyn checked over the new sledge from ,v *. Nigel in having the Anvers sledge. 






jnatVvi a very good dog whip of rope* How useful he is. Tie would like 
Lv—teams for June feeding experiments. I finished the side and centre traces 
L. the Admirals. Hew sledge, new side and centre traces, new everything! othern 
v w e been busy learning to splice and making waist and prussik slings, c-ed 
lith J.Pais ley. He mentioned the possibility of their visiting the Dion Islets 
further B.Btonehousds work on the Etaperors. Don’t much like the sound f 


this as it night interfere with, our depot-laying programme. Jhey want tp neke 
far two seven-dog teams if poss. To-morrow is Henry’s cook day and therefore his 
^ . hpur cold-diuresis ecpertaent. Every morning he is busy either taking 
same-one*s cold-finger skin temp., fat thickness, or urin.'-- samples. -t 

fcach sleep for him. Also he does nearly all the met. obs. I st do * :10 ~ e 
of the a.m. obs. Interesting talk together about crevasse work in which 

we decided to use one of the new 100 foot nylon lines to make a 50 * ladder 
and to modify the * Swiss Army* method with use of a lowered block. 


1 * 6 "" 


I 

U 


-'. X 'YT T 


ZXX7 


23=0 


ariel mast tubing 


nylon line 
1000 lbs, 


50 ' ladder requires 
34 pieces tubing. 


went out 4 mile on the sea ice. 


ursday 


27th March 195- 



Henry’s 3~hour cold di-uresis experiments this morning until 10.30 a.m. 


























B t rather cuts into the day to work but is only onoc a week. Henry on cook, 
k took seven of the Admirals out with Pete after lunch. Left Alpha and Zeta. 
\ ey were remarkably good! In fact they behaved perfectly and Caesar has lost 
tone of his ability as leader. He went beautifully. The sea-ice is pretty 
>od. About 6" - 8" thick - some leads freshly frozen over. We sledged across 
jfl en y 3 ay and did 6 miles in the short time we were out. The new centre ana side 
traces seem good. The sledge runs well. After tea H. and I fed the dogs and 
Lut iip another seal. Made out Wordie depot requirements. For k 2 days - 6 men 
■ teams. It will take 4 sledge trips each taking 115-0 lbs load. If f Y* can do 

L . 

2 we can easily manage the other two. It is 65 miles approx, to Gordie, 

[130 rriles, two-way trip. Pete F. and Keith took up 2 floor boards in my comer 
D? living room and made a drainage sump. Very good results. It has drained 
the office next door. Bryn slowly splicing his side traces. Keith fixing up 
cft-iinding ski. Sent off telegram to D.O.S. (Directorate of Overseas Survey), 
feather: deterioration to slight snowfall and high temp of + 36 °P. 

Terrific fluctuation of temp. 


28th March logs 

Have. Parted the making of nine new harnesses for the Admirals with Henry- £ 

help. We are using Angus- Greenland style which has several advantage: 
Jo* the FIDS pattern. 

■ yco-nnot fall out of harness 

■ n.0 chafing undr*r legs 

fj ma4e fiVe 80 ^ eet ^ Of a roll of 1 Wck . 








L te p# on cook. Bryflmaking progress with side traces for Spartans. Nigel 

t „ icd to light the Quiet room fire but no dice. Henry and I did a bit of 
I cyj-inr this evening on the glacier ramp. There is v. little scope hex e foi 
| it though - at most a 100 ft. descent. Pete v. keen to do some observing 
so this evening he set up gust outside the door and together with Keith 1 s help 
I yc observed three stars for Position Lines. Quite good practice. Temp, to-day 
I up to +36°F. and everything a bit damp. Colder to-night with clearing sky• 

Had sched with John P. He intends Dion Islet visit last week in May for 12 days. 
Till keep date here 3^3. week in June with 2x7 dog teams* 

Greenland Type Harness 


one finger 


palms width 


2 fingers 


codline 



kunckle 

” ” finger tip 

big and small dogs 


ring 


Saturday 


29th March 1958 


% day on cook. T n between meals I finished the harnesses making four 

Lore. n sea the machine which seems to do than well enough. Great progress 

| th, ,uiet Hoorn. The hot plat. st W . is roaring . ■ and giving off terrific 

t* 1, Blya ? ths dogs. Writ oleaxwim 

__ E Clear u? s^per. Pete started 

[ 6 ls rather haz y about it all. Henry a 

Lin T ^ ^ a0n ° ^ th£ Sle3Sin£ deal to do to 

| 011 rf! cce on the 10th. 

1. «*kc 10. hauling link. 

cN iCe blcht on block 
C Make^sledge nw tcnt * 

5* V/rite fortrort 2 



'*i'M**% • 















Thaw tesnp. of + 40 °F. this morning* 


Bryn making his centre-trace. 


Sunday 


30th March 195® 


I don’t appear to have got through very much to-day. I wrote a lengthy 
fcrtport to Cecfid^* Henry did a skin temp test on waking. Keith on cook 
producing v.g. meals. He is a very energetic chap. T Jp at crack of dawn 
always* Pete F. checked the Pot and Pan boxes to-day, and did it thoroughly* 

I think Henry made a dog-weighing jacket and spliced some slings. Eryn 
get in the weeks food and worked on harnesses and sledge bag. Nigel working 
on a centre-trace. Pete F. has started to make a pair of soft—binding skis. 

L c” discussion as to the method of binding. Keith is being.v. slow about his 

pan*. ky day on gash-hand to-day. I computed one star of the obs. of the 
night before last. It came out well. 

Personal things to do:- 

1• Make sling 

2. Sort camcra(s) into case with film 
3* Repair sheepskin boot 
tapes in windproof s 

4. telegrams to Mum & Dad, J.M., etc. 

5* little housewife bag. 
o. Name table case. 

7. field sheet 

Tomorrow: — 

;• Coal up 30 bags (15 only) 

2 . feed dogs 

3* uncrate tent and bring in old one 
4* make 3 M rope brake. 


L 





31st March 195^ 


Hondsy 

I w c have been unpleasantly surprised to put it mildly. ^ third day 
cf thaw temps has brought the dreaded flooding in its twain and reminded us of 
the awful consequences that a prolonged thaw will bring. When Ferny got ‘JP 
the floor was dry. An hour later it was 2" under water and there were Ixttle 
streams flowing in from the windows and leaking planks of the walls. A couple 
of springs bubbled up through the floor too. I started shovelling out the 
! snow that was blocking the ditch cut alongside the hut. Nigel and Pete F. 
carried on with this after breakfast. Kerry, Bryn and I baled bath after bath 
of water out of the living room window into the ditch. For a couple of hours 
| it seemed as if we weren't catching up on the rising water but by keeping it 
■ up we won at the cost of pretty well continuous baling. That is the great 

Inuiscance that one is simply marling time end nothing constructive is being done. 
I But fter lunch we managed to continue with other jobs. Pete, Keith and Bryn 
I fetched in 15 bags coal. Henry and I fed the dogs and in doing so I discovered 


Hun with a litter of 8 pups. She later ga* 


ave Darin wo n owners { % o 




r dogs '* - our of thera alive, the others died. They had to be disposed of ~ 

: p00r ITun * Br ^ 1 went around the spans picking up the blubber etc. 

If ,mcrated a slea S e > £torea « old 3-riel, Pete and I knocked the top off 

■ R £oll and filled it with water. This is » fire precaution. It stands 

f the PaSSagE - Pe?aired 3het * skin boot ' a sledging clothing. Mother 

h °' Jr . fcef01-9 bea st 1.30 a.m. Had good sched with J.P. Hewi3j.be 

hnci-'g down a copy of Antantic Pilot in June v , 

. in June. He .all broadcast barometer 

L. ; ° 3 ' 8 nP " S ^ thC 15th oww& - Excellent. They have no 

W, 111 will be able to help with the hedging 




















1st April i 1 ?. 

Though temp was up at +3- U H, this morning the floor waters had not risen* 
there has been a dry ftthn wind blowing all day. I made a 30 ft* rope ladder 
tc-day which seems to work v. well. It is made of nylon line (1000 lbs) and 
Lloy section cross piec s at I 1 6" intervals. It weighs 3y lbs. Henry and I 

tried it out in the tower of the Amer5_can Hut. T «1 r e also tried Swiss Amy and 

bhe stirrup method which worked v. well. Have made a pair of sprussik slings. 
Eenry sorted out the medical kit. Pete and Keith have boarded up the major 
r holes' in the American Huts which I promised Ray Butler we would do. 

- 0 ‘ it is blowing a gale - the first strong wind we have had. I went 
jtt*ough the Rome photos. Bryn on cook. 

ITomcrrcw: 

1. Henry* s 3 hour cold diuresis 

2. Collect survey poles, bunting, etc. sr.d nalce glacier markers. 

Bogs to be fed (and weighed ?) 

^• Hrobe cut suitable crevasse for practice. 

5. Rope break. 

psonal Kit Ba- 

— i -. seaboot stool’ingi°. 

] P 1 ** °^ter duffle boots 
1 vest 

B r * sheepskin slippers 
; P r * moccasins 

’ r, 1 jf^le slippers 

4 food bags. 















Wednesday 


2nd April 1958 


I A Ml gale blowing all day. Heniy conducted his third cold di-uresis 

■experiment ehile we all lay on our beds. He has been on cook end inbetween 

aeals has sorted out the medical kit, assembled a ski-stretcher and pulled a 

molar tooth of Bryn’s out. I have spent all day machining flags (20 of them) 

Lnd attaching them to poles with whipping. Am using ariel-mast alloy poles which 

I are v.g. for the job. ^his evening Pete P. showed me an awfully good and 

simple attachment to a theodolite tripod making it possible to use it as a 

caLvr- trip on. "'ent out for exercise in 60 knot wind. It felt v. strong indeed. 

I o 

Gusting to more than that. Temp. +24 P. Babe was feeling the cold a bit so 

\ 

J I put her the hangar. Keith making a clipboard in the laboratory, 

ar -~ 'zyn making harnesses and traces. Being v. slow! Bryn changed the 

boles of the white tent and brought in the new one for drying. 


is 


lursday 


3rd April 1958 


Finished the glacier flags, 1? flags weigh 20 lbs. Machined a pair of 
Jndproof tensers with sip pocket. Henry and I went on ski up the ra^ and put 
■ * 1W£e baabo0 P° le - ’ 7e fouad the innocent-looking snowsface crevassed ana 


to probe about carefully. Awfully treacherous ground there. H. ana I 


jBle-hed all the dogs and Heniy has made out a -dog record book 1 . He gave a 
Biefing on the treatment of fractures etc. - v. good. Nigel and Bryn still 


| 2 cn do £ equipment. Has been blowing pretty hard all day. Cur sea-ice 

1 been 1 -lown cut. Keith carpentring in the laboratory. Pete ». on cook and 

K " ' > ' r: ' roow * Haa t * 1 «sram from homo - JJaster Greetings. Must send 

• ' Had, J.M. and Margaret, Uncle Den, Msble Shaw. 





* 

w 




i 


: 





CCTASSE ACCIDENT PRECAUTIONS AND RESCUE 


PRECAUTIONS 

1 Whenever sledding on glaciers carcy 2 prussik slings in pocket, wear 
waistloop with karabiner attached, keep second karabiner handy in pocket, stow 
ropes on top of the load accessible and have block and spare slings accessible 
iii sledge-bag on some other convenient place, and ice-ajces. 

2, Never sledge accross a snow bridge before probing its strength first* 

t, whenever probing a crevasse or recce-ing away from sledge rope up and 
whenever possible wear skis* 

4. Always rope up. 

5. If the sledge is picketed within. 100 ft. of the crevasse a running handlebar 

can be used as a running belay. 

6. Cross crevasses at right angles. 

7. Always coil rope up carefully after use. 
l.ethods of Rescue 

1. Prussik sling 

2. Stirrup ropes 

3. Swiss Army 

if. Straight haul on block. 

i Procedure for chap in crevasse 

oonstrictfof cf'ohest 051 fit 8115 ste *> tato it to relieve 

«v recce real/ for use).' ° ““ V ' e 3 prussik attached to rope on 

slir.gU fallei ° nly 5 Sh0rt Wa - at 15 ft., and unhurt cltab out on prussik 
Inform Farty “P above of your intention. 

th e b bloo k h ' C 'i t0 £St a ™ ik 

f P 011 “ * ldl wil1 be Wed to you iu^ethSs f Sd°4Tt 

Tblo^Vit , 3 °z to — If thj Lve 

V ££?$££ zr 2? v r b t^°Z edt ° you - 

— Let P8rty MP know when th^ c tn t n A° PS ^ 

J Gan the strain. 






L T - vou arc deer down and party on top have enough pulling power they 
6 * ,. n , to pull you up directly in which case a rope with a loop on the end 

1. n\,ist the loop into a figure of eight and put your legs through l*. 


, variation of Swiss Army can be used with block above (see diagramme in 
Ip*lor Record by K.W.). A double rope will be lowered. Clip your second 
ftjrarabfcier into your waist loop and clip the doubled rope into it. 


t. Having secured belay well, communicate with chap in crevasse and decide on 
| method of rescue. 

If prussik sling method, the chap in crevasse will need assistance in 
Jgetting over the crevasse lip. Tie two more slings onto the rope above the 
■crevasse lip so that the slings hanging over the lip will provide the last two 

[steps. 

To prevent the rope cutting into the crevasse lip let it run over the shaft 
■ of a shovel or ice-axe. 

Stirrup Ropes 

Very useful and rapid If the chap in crevasse is not badly hurt and not 
‘more than 50 ft. down. Lower to him a rope with endloop belayed with a round 
turn around ice-axe or Pledge handlebar. There must be good" communication 
between both sides. The chap below will if possible direct the party up top. 
with such commands as ’Raise right*, ’Raise left*, etc. As he weights alternate 
rores so the slack in the free rope is taken in one foot at a time.^ It can be 
[done well using the handlebars of a sledge if the sledge is backed to the 
rev as s e lip and picketed well. Alternatively two ice-axes as belays!-. 

Disadvantage for depths more than 50 ft. is element of spring in the rope. 

Can t take big enough steps. For short ascents it is quicker and less tirine* 


than prussik slings. 
Swiss 


J\ Bnooil the rope (one rope sufficient if less than 50 ft down} „ 

Itnd to crevasse edge. Thread the other end. through the bloelc tr> j • f ° ne 
required. ittach karabiner and sling to block f+b * be “ look , to , the distance 

for a figure Of eight ' cratch slin.0. “ be suitable 

his legs through the figure of eight sling Haul • f* 1 ' below 

position. The chap below Sn greatly assi^L, raft P 3tandin 2 belay 

pyUing on the bel ^ed ^e. 08 " ^M^h^h^^e^ort oKTt ‘ * 

aternati "^ ** karabiners but ihfblocf of^kss 
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and Knots 


Ropes 


Eaeh sledge to cany two ropes fulLWi. 
.After use always coil them tip properly without 
The knots to know are:- 


Keep them handy on the load 
any twists in the ooils. 




1. prussick for joining a sling to a main rope. 

2. Tarbuk or bowling for lying onto an end. 

3. Bowling-on-the-bight or figure of 8 knot for 'Middleman' 
If. Fisherman's knot for joining two ropes. 


Provisions 


Blateau Trip: (3x4 weeks) 

(3 geny, 
3x2 gall.) 

Recce Trip: 


(2 gall, can) 
+ depot 


(t geny) 


15 nutricen 
9 rations 
18 galls paraffin 


3 nutricen 
2 rations 

4 galls paraffin 

4 nutricen 
2 rations 
4 galls paraffin 


Saturday 5 th April ^53 

It is in fact veiy early Easter morning. The wind keeps up its blow 
it io quite oold in the hut. Henry and I spent a large part of the day 
°® a ^iling a lot of notes on precautions in glacier sledging and methods of 
crev*uj3e rescue. He illustrated it awfully well. We later did some prussik 
•linging in the American tower. I did the morning ob. This eveuing we 
cifSA/ied the hut up. I mounted a field sheet and must dr aw up the graticule. 
Thinking of thootat houm. The forthcoming trips and preparations are much 
“V mind. emptied out approx. 50 bathfulls of water from the reservoir 











hgn^*th the floor boards* It froee on the window sill as we poured it out and 

Henry spent an hour chipping it to get the windows to close. 

Recoc Trip 

Each sledge to take: 

Tent 

p <fc p box 

3 Nutricen (one sledge take 4) 

2 rations 

4 galls fuel (one sledge take 1 geny,2 galls) 

Personal kits 

Skis, slings 
2 full weight ropes 
2 ice-axes 

1 block (one rope ladder - Admirals) 

10 ice pitons 

2 prs crampons 
shovel 

2 pack frames 
sledge compass 

2 rope brakes 
picket hammer 

3 pickets 

2 compasses 

*68* set by 1 3ledge (in lieu Nutricen) 

1 sledge repair kit 

1 extra spliced 10 ft. link and *U* shackles 
Medical bag 
survey flags (6). 


B*ster Day 6th April 

Though I would like to write of having done something special I cannot 

f#r 1 hA7 ' beon bu3y ** * th * drawing up a field sheet and sorting 

out survey things. Henry had a swim - air taqs +15°F.J Bryn and P.F. 

k*'' tear, making trips up the ramp and getting feed boxes up there. Nigel 

*° •«*. X attributed a tin of guavas sent from home. It has been a 
^«iy lay. 

BPPpn|BMffvifrvr< 





7 th April 1958 


The ha., gone rspldly leaving only two more days in which to prepare 
thJn£S . All morning I sorted out survey things, Sonne photos, etc. 

H «ry typed out medical instructions. Pete P. has drawn up a graticule on 


1/100,000 for a survey of fill-in areas in this district while we are away. 

He also calibrated his sledgewheel. This afternoon H. and I started on tne 
clearing up and Centering of the Nissen Hut which is a big job and a cold one. 


Tuesday 


8th April 1958 


A busy day. Henry and I finished in the Nissen Hyt and got the pla.ee 
quite tidy* After lunch fed dogs and then 4 of us set about moving the spans 
ahich was a big job. The dog 3 are on clean snow now. I carted aapty boxes 

ever to the Hangar. Bryn started work on the food store. Things are in a 

terrible mess there (or were) as the lower layer of boxes had become quite 
frozen in during the recent thaw. We worked in there until 11.30 p.m. crouching 
double in the confined space, picking out boxes and taking out tin by tin. 

We brought a lot of food into the Nissen and put a number of boxes on the reof 
•f the food store. I wish I had known about the condition of things in there 
started on it earlier. As it is we shall have to spend half to-moreow 
■irking at it. On top of final preparations for getting away, on this recce. 




9th April 1958 


*11 morning in food st.re chipping out frozen-in boxes 
“* « pss.lble. A 1st cf tilings .bout 6- under ice. 


end trying to snvs 
Keith «nd i fod d#j[J 







together sludging things, and H. and Bryn continued to work ®n the food 
store# After tea Keith, Bryn and I spent an hour in the Am. tower practicing 
work. Henry raanhauled 3 boxes up to the top of the ramp and I harnessed 
yp Caesar, Babe and Johnj* and took up another three. The generator has 
become defunct, temporarily, we hope. Pete P. spent some time on it with no 
luck* This evening H. and Bryn have worked for several hours without success, 
find blowing hard to-night. Hope to get away to-morrow morning. 


Thursday 


NORTHEAST GLACIER RECCE TRIP 10 th April 1958 


I got up 7*3^ to make breakfast. It was windy gusting to 35 knots and X 

debated in cy mind whether to travel or not. However we got things together 

and then decided on leaving, though the weather was unpleasant with the wind. 

Keith and I with the Admirals and Bryn and Pete with Spartans. They just made 

the grade up to the raup. It is a steep pull. After going for only a mile 

I stopped and decided to oamp as the wind had increased and it was drifting 

quiti heavily. It appeared foolish to have left at all but the pitching of 

the tents in this wind was v.g. praotioe. We got them up one after the other 

a bit of a struggle. Hope the weather improves for us in the next 3 day 3 . 

The dogs are v. fresh at the moment and a bit troublesome, especially Spartans. 

We are about 400 1 up. Keith and I v. comfortable. Have probed around the 

««?> and it seems quite sound. We need salt in cassette tins. 

D ^t: I .05 m. 

T ®»P* 6.00 p.m. +21° 

wind: 25 knots, SE. 








Friday 


1fth April 1958 


Camping approx. 1500 ft. up and 8.1 miles from Base. Had to oaiap at 2.00 p.m. 

©wing to strong wirly gusts of wind that temporarily obscured all vis. while 

they lasted. The glacier so far has presented no trouble. Have followed 

D.H* eeurse of Mason's traverse as closely as poss. Had we been able to 

sledge a full day we would have reached the foot of Soda slope. Tomorrow is 

our last day forwards. Hope if is a fine day to get up Soda slope with depot 

to Amphitheatre. Did short ski recce with Pete and Bryn and the going looks 

good for next 4-5 miles. Gusts of 4&~45 m.p.h. and flat calm inbetween spells 

■Hs/a 

at moment. Caesar did well on the whole but tended to overtime a bit* Keith 
is a v. willing ocsnpaniotn, very unfit though. 

Saturday 12th April 1958 

Anotner half day. Some interesting things. Left camp 10.00 a.za« 6 tt soft 
snow out good sliding surface. Followed D.B. course to point *P* where we found 

an Argy trail flag. Prom there took straight course up South side glacier for 
2.00 miles. We crossed a belt of sastrugi - overturned twice. It brought us 
to the foot of a ramp approx. W high and est. slope 12°. We got both teams 
P in stages and then did short roped recce. Big crevasses to left and one 
aarrw one at top of slope. Saw Argjr refuge hut at toot of sodabread slope. 

° tt * ° f d ° g3 hroke through narrow crevasse and we spent 20 minutes moving sledge 
narrower crossing with dogs on one side and sledge on the other. Crossed 
it at a narrow part. Lot of side-slipping on blue-ioe descending down to 

enea,n .oaa slope. Started snowing soon after reaching this Refuge. 






KAde tea Inside* I left note to Commander San Martin Base saying we have 
depoted here 5 Nutriaen, 2 rations, 4 galls. 

Refuge It is about 7 * x 7 * x 7 1 , v. cramped. Bolted sections. Stacks 

of food inside. Built on blue-ice. 

We are oamped just outside having pitched tents with pitons in this 

o 

hard ice. Snowing hard. Temp. +10 F. 

Di3t. sledged: 4.6 miles 
approx, alt. : 2,000 ft. 


Sunder 13 th April 1958 

Fine day with cold air coming down the glacier* Temp. 9.00 a. a. +4°F - 
at 12.00 p.m. -2.5 F. Quite cold with the slight breeze. We got away 

09.45 - took slightly different course out of the 'dell* at the foot of Soda 
slope. Many narrow cracks over this part. We put a leg through several 
tines. Managed to pick up the flags alright on return but got into v. crevassed 
area Detween 'S' and ’F*. Sad crevasses started 0.8 miles from *F*. Lucky 
out- roads were light. Sledged across two v. wide ones. Very fortunate self not 

to have fallen through on one occasion. Keith v. good. One can never 

egard any pa^ch of glacier a3 being safe. Admirals went v. well. Spartans 

* bit slow. Bryn and Pete both trying to drive them at once. Returned to 
find Henry and Nigel well but tied. Both have put in hours and hours of work 

* th * £enerat ° r * P °° r chaps - bi « •*. crankshaft and cam have gone and 

W haV ' “° t001 to removc th ® sprockets. Have decided to wait until we can 
^ t0 ' T ’ ° r San Martin ma borrow a sprocket extractor. S 0 w „ be 

eleotrio lifting and I must work out 




consumption of meths and paraff in. 



13th 











It is a nuisoance. We shall have to delay at least three d^ys before 

e get away on the Northeast trip. Nigel has much to do. This recce has 

really gone off well. Sodabread slope looks horribly steep. The difficulties 

of the Northeast certainly haven*t been underestimated I don't think. 

Sodabread depot. Depot 1. 

Nutrioan 5? boxes 

Rations 2 

Paraffin 6 galls 

Monday 14th April 1958 

Pete and I shared cook between us. Keith, as willing as can be, did 
all the gash-hand jobs, Nigel found a 'sprocket extractor* at the Yank 
huts so it should be poss. fo fix the engine alright. But have agreed to 
let it wait until the support party returns. %i 

should be back in two weeks 

time. Hope to leave in a couple of days. Sent off several signals to 
Secfids - fortport, etc. Went through reports, etc. Pete unselfishly 
offered to stay behind alone to fix tip the engine but many things against it. 




TuescUy 


15th April 1958 


Bl7r, ' S tirthday (3V 1 think )- Without knowing that it was his birthday 

to do 000k to-day. But Nigel made supper and we drank his health with 
Quite cold day - v. misty and tenp around 0°P. I had thought 

^ " " 0Ul<1 ^ by but Ni ^ «*« to do yet and wants two more 

j " “° t " U ' atiVeV 18th f ° r 1 * avin e* Nigel and Henry fed the dogs. 

3UCd ^ ca «teen stuff - pipes, etc. 


Sleepi»« ba «> maln 
outer 


oovsr 

puret 

bag of clothing 
lil° 


41b s ) 

6 lbs ) 12j lbs 

lbs) 

5s lbs 
9 lbs 
2 lbs 


27 lbs 


clothing 1 scarf 

1 pr socks 

1 pr. duffle slippers 
1 pr. sheepskins 

1 vest 9 lbs 

1 diary i^b, etc. 
t pr. snowboots 
1 pr. feltsoles 

1 pr. gloves 

2 pr. silk gloves 


Wednesday 16th April 1958 

Min. temp, last night -7°. When I did the ob. this morning it was 
+4 • It then rocketed up to 4-37 during the day and then as rapidly fell 
to +11 , it has been a dull overcast day. I did odd jobs in the way of 
repairs and mods to sledging things. Made a trigod to support the dog 
span. Made a sledging hat or modified the fids one. Nigel is getting on 
»ell with his preparations. Henry on cook and not too happy while in progress. 

sighed Ms personal clothing and is v. put out about his being 2-3 lbs 
heavier than mine. Bryn could not get through to *Y* tonight. I visited 
the Yank huts in search of an axe-handle. It i3 v. impressing in there - 



ft j e ad dog on the floor of the workshop, heaps of ice accumulating everywhere 
j invading the room through doors etc, 

tese , Y > Sched 

Plateau trip and support: support parties until end of this month* They 

return approx, end of month* 

barometer Each night at 2100 transmit blind pressure and temp* for 0900 and 
2000 hours local. Listen out for 5 minutes if possible. Suggest 
frequency 3*8? 

Sohcds Every night divisible by three at 21 05 . 


Thursday 


17th April 1958 


Quite a bit of light snow falling from an overcast sky with tea?) falling 
0 

to +3 • It will be a soft and slow surface tomorrow. We have done our 

last odd jobs to personal sledging things. Nigel has got through quite a 

lot and will be ready. Thi3 evening we cleaned the hut up with special 

attention to various things on floor level. Bryn has had a tedious evening 

on the radio. He transmits to Paddy McGowan at 'Y* who has Huddled up the 

serial numbering of our signals. Seofids thinking that X had made a muddle 

Of telegram numbers sent signal to that effect but it is Paddy that has confused 

the 133Ue and ol, aring this up took some time. On top of all that he has 

sever *1 tels to send which all takes some time. Johny and Alpha had a fight 

-V. Alpha no longer the meek pup as Johiy suffered three punctures! 

I oooked breakfast and then P.P. took over. Made a new sledge bag ana collected 
kings together. 






. .. I 










pri<W 


18 th April 1958 


PLATEAU/NIUNT 'TROUGH JNY Camp I 

We managed to get away by 1200 - Henry and I first followed by Spartans 
and then Churchmen# Henry and I seemed to spend hours waiting for the other 
two sledges. At one point we waited so long that we decided to return to 
see #iat was up. We found the Spartans back •§* mile and Bryn told us that he 
I had forgotten his 4 gals paraffin and that Nigel and Keith had returned to bring 
on some. V# good bit 01 work by Nigel as he returned and reached our campsite 
just as it ms getting dark, at 7*20 p.a. We are quite loaded up and make 
pretty slow progress in the soft snow of 9 " as it is at present. Ten$>. -It® 
last night and around zero all day. Slight glacier breeze in our faces. 

I C “ ped on ^ U°5 miles from base to-night due to the various delays. Have got 
I troublesome swollen lower lip. 3 dog fights to-day. They are all bursting 
for a scrap and Babe is coming on heat. Zeta looks as if she may be too. 

List. 4*05 B* 

Weather: Ten?). I .30 p.m. + 3 ° 

7.30 p.m. 0 °. 

Overcast siy with stratus and v. little definition: slight breeze. 

Surface: approx. 3" powder snow on top of breakable crust S" Ifn-^v , 

| f00t on ® £°es through crust bgt sledge rides alright. 
c «*?>ing at 970 ft. 

H ^ **■« a nU ^ er of P’Vsiologioal experiments on this trip - water intake 

L ° A ‘[ "" 411 water oarefu;u y measured. Discovered that our light metres in 

° a ® 'Effected the compass a great deal ( 17 ®), 








3»turd«' 


19th April 1958 


Camp II 

A rather poor day and little progress. We waited until 11.30 when the 
gather shewed some improvement 8 Sledged then 3 "to point *E* withcn.it 

a break. Had lunch there and then, went on a further mile on 3^0° mag. where 
ire are encamped. Had to camp early as the light was v. bad. It has been 
snowing and the cloud level is v. low. Temp, has gone up to +32° and things 
are getting a bit wet unfortunately. I plotted the days traverse on sry field 
sheet. Henry measured fat thickness and has gone out to visit the other two 
parties. The dogs worked well. Old Caesar winding a bit. My lip v. 

jV 

swollen and glads a little up. Short day but some progress. Surface — 

sinking in 8” - 12 M on foot - granular snow - high static friction but good 
on the move. 


Terap, 0900 

+14 o 

1200 


2000 

+32 

Dist. sledged 

4*2 miles 

Approx height 

1200*. 


20th April 1958 

Ue up day with teep up to +36 0 and a strong wind that started last night 
*i-n isolated gusts and has now set in pretty continuous. With thaw t^s 

tnin ~ ’ gettin 2 wot ‘ °ur tent is a black one and is v. dark inside - a great 
advantage. Henry and I are both used to light tents. Henry started me 

°“ » o°urae of terraiqyoin pills to kill this infection and swelling in lip. 

leather: Tenp. + 36 0 0900 

Wind approx gale force 
Vis. 30 miles. 


m # m** 




U ■ 











Monday 


21st April 1958 


We have survived a very strong gale which threatened to take our tents 
with it. The terap has remained high in the thirties* This evening 
wind abated and I did an astro-fix with Pete and Henry’s help* Think it 
will he quite a useful fix* Hope weather improves now* Late to bed at 
2,00 a.m* but should be quite rested after two days lie-up* Henrjp did a 

good sketch of oamp. 

Weather: wind gusti^g 70 kgots 

temp. +29 to 37 E. 
patchy sky, stratus 
wind direction NE. 


Tuesday 22nd April I 958 

Gamp III 

Got away 11.00 after a lot of digging out* Excellent hard surface — 
aade good speed and no crevasse trouble to Argy Refuge and camped 200 yards 
south of it in a hollow. All windswept blue-ice in vicinity of Refuge but we 
*re camping on thin cover of snow. Wind got Up p.m. 30 knots but managed 
to pack 8 boxes up to near top of Soda 3lope - approx. 500 ft. up. Steep haul 
drifting up there hard - a vride crevasse on top of slope. Computed astro- 
evening and again late to sleep. Astro-fix at Canp II last night has 

0Qa 5> 1 Jted well. Think this part of Mason’s traverse is a bit out. Wind 
bloiring again to-night* A very exposed place. 






23rd April 1933 


Spent all day on Sodabread slope, A misty day with soft snow falling 
and v. poor light. From camp we all six took up the remaining boxes to 
the point near the top of Sodabread where we had laid yesterdays depot. 

Four of us then did a recce finding the following lifJO yds v. crevassed and 
exposed bljje ice. Two were nasty and had to be jumped across. None of the 
bridges were safe. Beyond this belt the ground seemed to be quite good but 
we could not see up to the Amphitheatre. We spent the day moving the 12 

boxes and 8 galls fuel across the bad part. We worked in pairs on ropes and 
too.i turns aorvn below looking after camp* There is wide well bridged crav&sse 
near top of Soda slope but the narrower badly bridged crevasses beyond are v. 
troublesome. High temp all day and probably thawing at Bane I'm afraid. 

About 3" snow accumulation. 


ltar3dV 24 th April 

Camp III 

Str ° ng * ma blew last ni £ ht and kept us in tents until 11.00 a.m. this 
It then calmed and Henry, Pete and I prospected a different route 
^Sodeiread slope which though steeper avoided the nasty blue-ice crevassed 

tl *L ^ fl6£eed “ <md 0a “ e bOCk f ° r a late lunoh - then decided on 

* « the Admirals and with Pete and Bryn's help, moving sane of the stuff up 

^phitheatre Carrm T+ 4 /rtctr*^/,£/«. ^ 

rtsieeu “ ~idehl« sledge route this part up to the 

” T ' 3Cdabread (the Way We are t * kta « «) is -»* 24° m its steepest p, 

• - ti with hard ridges up to 2 ft. high. We used 8 dogs as I left 



WWT pTI 


















^ ,*0 was on heat. Hemy went on a 50ft rope ahead and bit by bit we climbed 
slope> T he dogs did v. well. At the depot at the top of Soda we loaded 
.trican boxes which gave total load of approx. 2,00 lbs and drove up the 
. ish stretch to Amphitheatre Camp. I don’t think we quite reached it 
bu t we reached level ground and saw the steep traverse described heading out 
of the Amphitheatre and put the depot up there (hearings in traverse book). 

Coming down was hectic* I thought I might have enough control for the first 
mile without a rope break but one patch of sastrugi soon put us out of 
control and we overturned! We lost the wooden picket «feidr H* and Bryn 
roped and went back 200 yds but couldn* t find it. Used just the one rope 
break from Amphitheatre to top of Sodabread and then attached three altogether 
but there was still insufficient braking over the hard sastrugi. I let 
three dogs off (Buster, Alpha and Zeta) who promptly made for camp and I was 
relieved to see that they had arrived safely later. I seemed to have 
control down most of Sodabread until my foot slipped off the break, the sledge 
accumulated speed and overturned on sastrugi throwing Henry and Bryn and Pete 
off and spilling the packets, ropes, etc dovm the slope. Having righted 
things I let off Monty and with 4 dogs on we had no more trouble. It is an 
dazing sledge route and I think the tricky part ahead. Tomorrow will try to 
--ft everything to Amphitheatre Camp with Spartans and Admirals and three men 
Per sledge. The support party will then return. We are finding Argy canes 
^ flags right up the glacier. 


Friday 


25th April I958 


Camp IV 


A 

in 


good long day. H. and I rose early and broke oamp. It was 
H but some disquieting plumes of drift ooming off the plateau 


^ fine 













got aw*W 10.30. Nigel helped us and Keith assisted Pete and Bryn with the 
Spartans# Took approx 300 lbs up Sodabread slope which took a lot out of us - 
a terrific pull. I took the sledgewheel off for the slope and attached it 
ftt the top where we loaded up the remaining stuff. Brgn took 5 boxes and *68* 
lbs) and we had 3 boxes 4 galls fuel and all camp gear and by hard driving " 
gnd a lot of pushing we reached Amphitheatre Camp by 1.00 p.m. and lunched. 

It had turned out a splendid day. The support patty - then left us after a 
prolonged last few minute natters and disappeared speedily down the slope. 

Henry and I put up camp, had a refreshing cupper and then set off on a recce which 
took us up to the plateau over the difficult ground that we have to sledge our 
load up. It a lot of traversing and some steep ascents. We found 

ourselves right up on the plateau but had to hurry back before dark. Altogether 
we have sledged tip 1500 ft from Soda Camp and recce'd up another 1000 ft. I 
did an azimuth sight this evening and would have taken a fix but we could get 
no time signal at all. Late to bed again and a long day. We have now to 
relay stuff bit by bit up this last section of a mile. It will be slow work 
but three fine days should see it. 

Temp. +20° to +14° at 2200 hrs 
light breeze 

vis. excellent (Alexandra) 
a good solar halo. 

Saturday 26 th April 1958 

Camp IV 

J ather a frustrating day with several minor setbacks and mishaps. We 
led k«d the 4 boxes of Nutrican left 300 yds back up to the canp. The sledge- 

hwidle broke and we ^ repair that. We then sledged 11 boxes to the 





- the difficult traverse incline. In turning the sledge around the 
foot or 

, ce i attachment broke. Having got all the boxes there we started to manpack 

them U P i mile 311(1 3 00 ^t. vise. While away for only 20 minutes Frankie and 
Caesar fought and we rushed down to find Caesar rather the worse for wear with 

several bites (one luckily in the eyelid with no damage to the eye), I was 

very annoyed with the dogs. Johny had bitten through the sledge lashing. 

This afternoon we manpacked all 11 boxes up to a fairly level site half way 

out of the Amphitheater - v, strenuous work. We did most of it in visibility 

100 yds. Returned to camp and set about repairing kit. I made a new sledge 

bag out of Henry’s sleeping bag container. Yesterday I caught a crampon in 

the sledge bag string and tore the top off. Henry repaired the wheel 

attachment with wire off a Nutrican box. Sched went well with Base 'Y*. 

Air letter from heme. 

Weather: calm, cloudy poor vis. 

temp. +14 all day. 


Sunday 


27th April 1958 


Camp V 


We have lifted camp 2/3 of the way up this difficult traverse and about 

500 

• vert ically. We are camping on sloping ground just below the final 
lip that wil1 b ring us out onto the plateau. Alt. here about 4,000 ft. 

WOrk is v. fatiguing. We broke camp at 11.00 - late as we woke up in 
c1oug and when it dispersed I took a quick theodolite round. There was 

° St coverin £ ail* We sledged the camp up to a point & couple of hundred 
b *yond the depot site of yesterday. We then used 4 dogs to 


move the depot 













^ boxes) another 400 yds to the foot of the final v* steep rise leading up 

the plateau. We intended camping on the plateau edge but the light 

failed a* 1 *! a fi :er a l u i©k foot recce to refresh our minds as to the best route 

^ camped. Tis an astonishing 'sledge route'. Here there is another 

version of Sodabread with a rise at about 20° and v. bumpy with sastrugi. 

It is a clear night and we are preparing to get a star fix. There have been 

some beautiful colourings in the clouds and a lovely day* Temp* +14° to 
0 

+10 this evening. Little wind. Valley cloud but we are out of it. We 
finish our first box tomorrow. 

Observed 8 stars for Position Lines and Henry booked from inside the tent 
getting frequent time checks on the '68' Set. Lovely night with 

half moon and deep shadows on the glacier below. A lot of cloud 
below us but clear shy. 


Monday 


Camp V 


28th April 1958 


•« r e have been in cloud all day and haven't moved camp. But we managed 
t0 lift the depot stores (ll boxes) to the plateau edge up the v. steep 

°f 200 ft. that we have yet to ascend. It was strenuous work manpackins 
the box • 

es UP> roped *** with crampons. We finished at 2.00 p.m. and returned 

the ^nt. Spent the p.m. computing the astro-fix which comes out quite 
well. H * 

-enry helped and was v. useful. He got through on the sched after a 

° f bcther « They have 10/10th ice at Horseshoe 10" thick. 

^eight by barometer: 4,000 ft. 
eat her: vis 130 yds all day. 

Approx 5 hours snowfall. Little wind. 

Teop. +10° most of day. Min. recoiled +8.8°F. 


1 


i m 






yuesdsy 


Camp VI 


19th April 1958 


We are encamped on the plateau at last at altitude 4*600 ft. and about 

a mile from the steep fall into the NE. by the route up which we have come. 

o 

Cold all day with -10 P. this morning and -It 0 during the day with a little 
breeze. My sheepskin gloves are falling apart so had chilly hands on getting 
out of tent. It was v. slow work getting the sledge and all camp kit (400 lbs) 
up the steep final slope. We made it a few feet at a time with Henry on a 50 ft. 
rope in front. Once up we returned roped to fetch up two manpack loads and 
then sledged on to a suitable depotsite a mile from the plateau edge. We 
intended sledging back to fetch the depot but after going J mile the weather 
clamped down and we returned. It has been thick since with a strong breeze, 
light snow and tecp. -5°P. 


Henry got through to *Y* on the *68* and Paddy played records for 
2 an hour. We will try to take on a months stuff from here leaving 5 days 

hence in which to get down the glacier. If the surface doesn*t deteriorate we 
should do it. 


Weather: 0900 - Temp. -8.5°. vis. good, 
midday - -11.0. overcast 

•^800 - —10.0. mist and snow. 

10 knot wind. 

surface: 6” soft snow over hard sastrugi. 






30th April 1958 


Camp VII 

COl ^ day •" a rather slOB but beautiful. We got out of can* 0945^ 

15 *“ d : ledeCd b “ k t0 the dep0t ! °- 7 ■«••). We attached the sledge 









•■'ith vaUey cloud fir'inf +- he de?ot on tfte plateau edge 

0 ' a tllUn S the upper Fortheast Glacier". 










44 '^ 
















The dogs 



feet so we looked in the tent and he got them going again. We got away 2.00 p.m. 
tcap -20°F* a* 1 * 1 sled S ed v * v * slowly with our lodd of 1100 lbs and a soft surface 
uphill. Went in short bursts stopping every 50 yds or so. We soon had a v.g. 
view of the country to the south. We camped early so as to take some angle to 


the mountains to the south. Temp, fell to -24° and stayed there. Beautiful 


evening - cloudless sky and rare atmosphere up on this plateau, but v. cold! 

I did an astro sight for longitude and azimuth which I computed this evening. 

Surface - 6" soft snow over hard and a little sastrugi. 

Load - 1100 - 1200 lbs. 

Weather - 5 knot wind from east. 


Min. temp. - 24°F. Mean temp approx — 20°F. 
Valley cloud in area but clearing. 

Vis. 150 miles at least. Alexander land clear. 


Henry suffering from sore hands and feet. Hope they don't give much trouble. 
We are attempting to take a full months supply on in one load. Heading for 


Beehive hill but v. slow going indeed. 


Distance to-day 2 miles. 


Thursday 


1st May 1958 


Camp VIII 


Cold day. Did theodolite round after breakfast - temp. -18°. Got 


il.15 a.m. but couldn't manage full load. Decided on running a depot 


tc Beehive Hill (13 miles). Left following aepot: 


^oint 7a depot 



9 


400 lbs 











dep otod that we made good speed climbing uphill for 2 miles - 




midday falling to -18 3?. Did some survey on route which were cold halts, 
r oute took us to the South of prominent Armadillo Hill where we dropped 
to the head of a glacier about 500'. This glacier flows into Neny Trough. 

^ some good views of the lower 'Trough* and got some valuable compass 

ra ys and photographs. Climbing out of the glacier was slow work as the surface 

o 

deteriorated and the temp fell to -33 F. at 4*30 p*m. There was a slight 
breeze too. We are encamped about 4 miles N.W. of Beehive hill having covered 
9,5 miles to-day. We have 3 days in which to establish a depot of Survey 

instruments, * 68 * set and 1 ration at Beehive Hill and make the return to the 
depot at point 7 a. 

o 

The temp remains at -30 all evening and is accompanied by a 15 knot wind 
which makes things cold and us thankful for the blessings of the primus. 

I plotted our course and some of the interesting points en route. I find 

that Mason is a little out in his plotting unless we have gone grossly wrong 

somewhere, 

Hemy’s feet are giving him trouble. They have cracked and walking is 

painful. Dogs must be feeling it tonight, especially Babe. Good sched with 

3ila ps at 3ase. They got in yesterday after good little trip to the NW. comer 

c Bjord. The hut is in a;dry state thank goodness. Max thermometer 

^° WCa - +42° and min. -18° during period away. They are repairing kit etc. 

‘ w take esn return to depot. 

50 Tent 
30 p and p 
'*0 food box 
J5 1 galls fuel 
60 1 box dog 
^ 2 ropes 
3 2 ice axes 
^ 2 skins 
,3 shovel 

at depot 


leave theodolite 

100 instrument box 
40 *63* 

30 1 ration 
-50 1 dog p. 

140 lbs 





















fair 5 miles 2 W soft snow. bad f> miles soft snow 

surf* 06 '' and heavy friction. 

clear and cold. Temp. -15° to -33^P* breeze from W. 
we* theJ% in morning and E. in afternoon. 


Friday 


Camp IX 


2nd May 1958 


Veiy low tamp sledding. Astonishing conditions for early May. I awoke 
g }0 - late as the clock had frozen up. Temp - 38 0 with a 10 knot wind. 

was misty but cleared and we got under way in the direction of Beehive Hill 
by 11.00 a.m. The surface was awfully slow and though our load was light 
(600 lbs) we could only proceed in short bursts. Temp fell to -1*0° which 
with the breeze made conditions biting. My eyelids tended to freeze together 

and with no nose cover ray nose got nipped a couple of times. It took two 
hours to cover 2.3 miles to a point where we put up depot no. 3 . Then we 
turned and retraced tracks in the direction of depot 2 which we had to bring on. 

The first 4 miles on return awfully slow with so light a load. The surface 
like sand with no gliding friction. The mileometer seized up and we put on 
the spare one. We picked up the old trail and got onto a better surface 
beneath Armedillo Hill. Recorded temp of -45° at p.m. and at the 

same time ran into a crowswind of approx. 15 knots. We got v. iced up around 
tile but managed to keep pretty free from frost bites. Camped on v. hard 
SUr ?ace 4 miles f rarn depot 2. Temp. - 38° with nasty wind. Getting tent up 

a long time - v. hard snow. So cold ny ice-axe (lovely new one) broke 


teackt, 


Monty some manners. This is a great loss. Also ny black survey zip 




fcade of plastic just cracked and split in the cold. We hope this weather 
° u ly temporary. It slows everything down and makes good survey and good 

















^ c0 tion well nigh impossible. 


Distance: 10 miles 

Weather l Temp. 8.30. - 3ft 0 

1.30. -42 
5.00. - 45 0 
6.00. - 38 0 

Wind from east 10 knots. Low drift. 
Cloudy and misty. 

Surfaces: Soft drifted surface 5 miles, v. slow. 

Good hard packed surface 5 miles. 


Saturday 3 r d May 1938 

Camp IX 

Most astonishing weather with wind developing to a gale and temp, staying 

o 

down at - 40 or so. Temp 0900 -38 and at 4.00 p.ra. when I went out to 
feed the dogs, at -41°. This combination of high wind raising thick find 
drift and low temp is extremely unexpected. The tent is v, frosted up and 
by burning more fuel can we keep bags dry. On waking this a.m, mine 
quite frosted and iced around the top, I fed the dogs - quite impossible 
*° face the wind at this temp. The dogs must be suffering badly. Indeed it 
^ difficult to picture how tough they must be to survive this. It wouldn't 
te so bad if they could get drifted over but we are on hard snow. If ther^e 
Editions in May what in July? Have got 4 days dog food with us. 4s soon 
18 get the depot ( 2 ) will feed double block to the boys. We have lain in 
^ tags between meals. V. cold without the primus going. 

4th May 1958 

^e haven't moved. Much though we want to get to the depot it was 
^sible to travel outside. Last night I had to go out to see to the dogs 












ze t. bed cot off and Babe was tangled up as her clipbook had frozen. It 

rt — a 1 1 I 1 t - I 


$3 — - 

, n .J2° * ith wind but this raornitl £ at 9.00 a.m. it has risen to -22° and 

^ ^ Q 

l»ter 
hope v * 


was 


o 

this afternoon at 6.00 p.ra. -16 . The wind has deoreased somewhat and 


much to get away tomorrow. We have 3 more dogfeeds with us. They 


bftV« 


been 


enduring hellish conditions. This dark tent is a great nuiscance on 


these 


lie-up days. We slept from 1.00 to 6.00 p.m. when I fed the dogs. They 


are v» 


iced up poor things. Am reading ‘The Crescent Moon* by F.B. Young. 


Ifondsy 5th May 1958 

Camp X 

No day for travel. Drifting hard with 20 knot wind and temp -12°F. at 
0900. We waited in our bags untip. 1.00 p.m. when the wind lulled and we 
decided to travel. It was a temporary lull and while getting the tent and 
sledge dag out the wind raised high drift and vis. limited to a 100 yds or so. 
awa t/' aud travelled blind on a dead-reckoning oourse. After a mile we 
flag of point 7« which loomed up through the drift reassuringly. 

Te set course for the new leg and started off but the wind and drift gained 
L - ^gth and after J mile we camped and had a jdlly time putting up the tent in 
e - parts gale with temp, at - 13°F* We are now 2.2 miles from the depot - 

short ;distance for 3 days food but this weather is ingpossible to travel in 

Did 30lae 

10 :uore r «pair3 to ay sheepskin gloves. The dogs benefit ted with the 
of exercise. Monty has suffered most. 


6th May 1958 


^ list 


Camp XI 



«ning to the wind blowing hard and thinking it must be 


another 




'PI ■ ■ 1 ■ w 


















W but 3t ° PP<5d 0900 ^ 1 iaade breakfast. Perfectly calm day 
^th We * ot a W ra *> id ^ ^ sledged to the depot (2.2 a.) 

A f . rough sastrugi surgace in the vicinity of the depot. Loaded up the 
extra 250 lb3 there 811(1 started back again towards Beehive hill. Lunched 
point 7o and then, sledged till dark at 5.00 p.m. when we readied Depot 3 ., 
laid on the 2nd May. Self tired with shouting at dogs and pushing sledge. 

(jot overheated ano. clothes v. wet, ?anp, on camping +22+. F* with a breeze stirring 
froo south. Cold weather. Dogs fed 2 lbs Nutrican. 

Mileage to-day 14*2 miles. 

Surface: v. hard and windpaoked west of Armadillo Hill. Slew drift patches 
on plateau to E, of Armadillo Hill. 

Load : 650 lbs. 

Henry got through on sched. Base *E* party supposed to have left to-day. 

J.R. sledging down to •T l from the Refuge* Henry took a couple of Ko lachrocae. 

Wednesday 7 th May 1953 

Camp XII 

In two relays we moved everything a further 4 miles to a point under 
toe shadow of Beehive Hill. It started off a beautiful day. I was outside 

***• Temp 0900 - 17° with a keel wind. The dogs did well. I have nothing 

tC C07er ay nose which to-day decided to stop circulating and is I am told, 

0r * blistered, purple and ugly than usual. 

clouded over progressively and by the time we had the second load up 
l ^ v is, was poor and terrj) had risen to -7°* It has since risen to -1°P. 

' Ary ' s feet give him trouble still. Prom here we continue with 12 days 
We shall go S. E. down the plateau looking all the while for 
Access into the Konyy Trough. I should like to do a thorough survey 



































, this local area with its confusing conical hills. 
fr0 “ D,as * 


Thursday” 3th May 1958 

Camp XII 

Thick mist all day unfortunately which induced us to lie-up. No wind. 

A light fall of snow. Temp. 0900 -8° and at 2000 +2°F. We weighed 

the dogs and found the average weight loss not as great as expected. In three 


weeks out they have only been fed double blocks of Nutrican on two occasions. 


Both occasions in the last 15 days. We have had v. severe weather but have 
lone relatively little mileage. 


Weights: 


Caesar 

76 lbs 

Babe 

69 

Johny 

76-g- 

Buster 

101 

Frankie 

84 

Wol 

91 

Monty 

87 

Alpha 

93 

Zeta 

67 











H *“y did a fat thickness measurement this evening. Henry still losing weight, 
s *lf steady at 5*0 csns over last week. Henry weighed MRC box - 62 lbs, 

*‘ e * ^ lbs heavier than standard box. 

1 f iaished reading the Crescent Moon* which I enjoyed v. much. 



9 th Mty 1958 




Camp XII 

$ 

H *d to lie-up unfort uiately. Wind raiding heavy drift and obscuring All vis. 

Wv 

pa -"'-ed slowly. I oanqputed same astro Henry read 'Cresoent Moon*. Dogs 

tonight. 0 >tar3 appearned to-night but^he time I had got dressed I 


'■ ■ 





















Ifld t? 


iron® 




out the sky had clouded over. Tel. fro™ Q„ 

„o o lrom 3e<sfid ’' wantln c theodoUt« 

Tarp# ~2 to 4.9 ^ vta ** 4 r M . 


-2° to +2°. 


Wind 15-20 knots from North. 


Saturday 


Camp XIII 


10 th May I958 


This has been worth our efforts of the past week,. dot up eariy 
ffi d self outside at 8.I5 a.m. observing stars for position and azimuth. 

W* ‘2°° ' a fine olear mor!lin 6 with a little breeze. Beautiful dawning 

Cold finger work on theodolite. After the astro I did a theodolite 

wund of angles-and H. sketched the panorama. ’,fe had cold hands by 10.30 
when we had finished. 

We sledged to a mountain 2 miles away which looked like offering good 
new of surrounds and especially of access to the *Neny Trough*. We lunched 
at tne f00t of the hlL1 > P ut crayons and climbed up the hard snow slopes 
500 ft. Tremendous Joy to find a narrow apparently unorevas.sed 

£laci9r straight dom to Ileny Trough. The Trough is about 5 miles 

** 8y ‘ Ac cess to the Trough had always been a problem and we seem to have 

s-tra ight onto a route - a good route I think. We walked to the 3. «nd 
6 ^ spent £ hour getting angles, sketching, etc. Took 10 photos 

^o.aaa. Then climbed to the highest point about 300 ft. above the 

Plai*^ 

Terrific view extending 100 miles in all directions. Saw right 

to r’ilchner Ice Shelf-, Trail Inlet and 3^ lie* Right south to 

*°fcUoii 

^d the country to the 3. of the Trough. Through a gap to Adelaide 
another panorama of 10 shots in cassette HG/2 and finished the 
"ook a number of bearings and sketches. Got & rook specimen for 


t 











^ geologist* Descended to dogs and sledged in failing light down our 
^ discovered glacier towards the Neny Trough. Descended 2 miles and 
^pped 1000 ft. Camped in semi-dark, temp. -11!°, stany night. Took 
jstro fi* on ® stars for position line fix and azimuth before coming in. 
flas been a v. full day in which have a- ccuraulated a lot of survey data. Mow 
,, reac h the Trough and maybe Mobiloil Inlet? 

Thin t. glacier is only about a mile ana half wide. It appears uncrevassed 
an absolute road I think. Boardered by steep mountains on N. and S. side, 
guns 170 m&g. from Beehive Hill. 

Started MSG box tonight - v. good indeed - more about it later. 

Very late now. 


Sunda F 11th May 1953 

Camp- XIII 

A blustery unpleasant day. I discovered that iay anorak was missing. 

-esterday I wore ny duvet* Wondering when I had it last realized it must 
' ia7e fallen off sledge on descent of this glacier. We harnessed up the boys 
’ ,a ^ n g aapty sledge returned along our course for 2g- miles. We found 

^ s jersey which had fallen off with ny anorak but no sigh of the anorak 

all ir 

• poor vi?i with wind and drift and we had to return much of the way 


b Und. 


^ous. 


Ihe weather has turned inpleasant. Loss of ity anorak is quite 




Duvet is OK in calm weather but not a good wind-breaker or sledging 


to 


I computed with Heniy's help yesterday’s astro-fix which shows us 




h mile out in longitude but correct in lat. Heard on *63' that Nigel's 




caching near Cape Calmette where they intend doing 4 df*ys work, 


a 

fct *Y» 1Q« thick with no snow oover. 

*w 



>s?e 


^ miles 

wind gusty witli drift 20 knots. 
Twip." 0900 +2°P. 2000 +4°F* 











12 th May 1958 






Camp XIII 




to lie -11 ? a-gQ-ift i 11 v# poor weather* V• tedious at this stage of 




trip* 


Worked at survey coops in a.m. We sleipt a little in the p.m. 


T then lit up again and started making an anorak out of ny sleeping bag 

bu * ^ 


cover 


Hemy did the sleeves out of ventile cloth and I modified the vest, 


It 


is not going to be v. windproof but should be quite a protection 


go 


p e d the dogs in thick drift and wind and I then had to/ out three times to 
s ort out Johny and Wol and fix the ariel which had blown away. It has 
broken and is much shorter. E> didn*t get through to Base to-night. Babe 
is on heat which makes things v. difficult. 

It has cleared v. well now (midnight) and promises well for tomorrow. 


Tuesday 


13 th May 1938 


Cang) XIV 

Beautiful morning. I observed two stars for azimuth and did a theodolite 
round before packing up. We left at 11.00 a.m. and though it was so calm 

corning it started to blow up. We did a good survey station 4 miles from 
car ¥ and on the edge of the Trough. Leaving that point (13c) we sledged 

the I'Tany Trough but after going a mile found ourselves in a rising wind 
^uok: drift which made us camp smartly. We wanted to get away again but 
**** didn't let up. 

** wonderful that we have found a route into the Trough but to get 

!ato it 




^<1 be held up by weather with only a few dtys food in hand is v. 




We are cutting down on rations and saving one day in 4. The glacier 


"hich 


we have coaie is a v.g. route indeed offering no obvious obstacles. 








f * 


















descended. 1500 ft. from oarap 13 and 2,300 ft. from osnp 12. Present 


lit* J ’ 200 ft * 

Sledged 5 miles 
Temp: 0900 "*4 

1130 +5° 

2000 +3°5. 

Wind 0-20 knots with heavy drift. Vis above drift excellent. 
„ hcme-nade anorak is quite good. 


Wednesday 14th May 1958 

Camp XIV 

Lie-up day which is most unfortunate. Not much V7ind but snowfall and 

mist which has obscured all visibility. We have to be economical on fuel 

and candles by dying in our bags long hours. There has been a good foot of 

accumulation in past 24 hours. This further lie-up means that we must start 

back for Beehive depot tomorrow which is such a pity. 

Tenp. 0900 + 3 0 
2000 +15° 

h feels v. warm indeed. A strengthening wind is getting up. We find 
4 * at ions on the MRC box quite good but are hungry. 


Thursday 


13th May 1958 


Camp XIV 

^ Increase in the wind and drift. The air is thick with drift, and 
Nation is rapid. The sledge is buried. We lay in pits all day and 
^ J rat ionn so that we save one day in three. That way we have seven 
uppers. The box will last us until the 22nd May at this rate. I hope 




spell is shortlived. One certainty can't 


move at all. 


Babe 










ho r harness through again for which I beat her. 


Tea*. °9°° +l80p * 

Gale force wind with preoii>:itation and drift. 


yrid^ 16 th May 1938 

Camp XIV 

What a difficult day to cope with* We decided to travel though one 
oouli not see more than 50 yds and there was a breeze with drift and snow. 

Heiuy outside man. There had been approx. 2*6" of accumulation which buried 
the sledge wheel and the surface was appalling. We dug everything out but 

just before taking down the tent the wind got ip more and decided us not to 
so we made camp again. After lunch there appeared a calm spell which encouraged 
us to get under way but by the time we had the sledge lashed the conditions 
were horrible. I couldn’t see Caesar at times though the drift and I decided 
to cap before the wind got any stronger. We made good about 100 yds. We 
getting ^ to a s °riy situation having to cut down to £ rations and 2/3 of 
1 - x, of nutrican per dog per day. We are spinning everything out to last 
10 from now. It means v. little primus (l fill per day). Our progress is 
" v tn ^he lap of the weather. Thej?e are extraordinary conditions and 

essure at Base is 1010 millibarsJ We need a good wind for the surface 

13 shocking. 




•turiqy 


17th May 1958 


Nh 




This trl 

one’s patience alright. We have been unable to move can» 

r Vi ^ 

„e tried during a lull at 3.00 p.m. The wind has been stronger 
' " ,:j> the ** Wedible. Vis. 4 yards at d 

























pi?* 9 * 

5 oli d 


Our rations of 1 fill of primus per day allows cooking only so that 
arC getting v. wet* My home-made anorak is in a state. It freezes 
outside* We have about 6 pints of fuel left with us +• eight half 

The wind lulled at ^»00 p,m, and enoouraged us to paok up and get 


si£P er3 * 

an hours travelling but as soon as we had got all the kit out it came 


do«n on us 


with a blanket of drift. Henry nearly got his hands.: bitten* 


nH/t got into every tiling and it took two hours before we were comfortable 
again. Hope the weather soon changes for we shall soon be hungry and cold. 


Sunday 


18th May 1958 


Camp XV 


Camping 2 miles from Beehive depot. Lay awake much of last night 
listening to the wind. It stopped at about 7*30 a * m * aad I got up 8.00 a*ra. 
and made breakfast* No burning of primus apart from cooking so ny gloves 

and anorak v* wet* Anorak frozen stiff and v. difficult to shape. There 
wasr no wind and vi3t* at most 200 yds. Temp. -w j?* A wall of drift had 

built up a further 2* 6” above the level of the tent. We got away 10*35 a*nu 

aud made eratic but slow and steady progress, averaging a mile an hour* 

travelled blind with Henry out front steering on coapass bearing* It was 
Assential for us both to wear ski and one sank up to the knees in soft snow 
°tberwise. Every few yards the sledge bogged in the softer parts and it 
^ & lot of effort to get it goring again. We covered 2 miles before 

> t 

‘ ■--lind end then the mists lifted and showed us to be at the foot of our 
with its familiar peaks on either hand. The surface improved after 
^ and for a time I was able to drive the dogs without Henry leading. 

K 

** Ched the sight of our oanp 13 at about A.00 p.m. and pushed on up the steep 

^ at + 

top of the glacier in falling light. I was tired with shouting 











t th® Peking "behind# The surface up the last part of the ramp 

eroded# We canned when the shoulder of Beehive loomed up* 
Pleased that the weather had allowed us this break to get out of our hunger o&iap 
in Trough we celebrated this evening with a real bellyfull of food in excess 
f the normal MRC ration# 

Coming up the glacier we saw some beautiful drift plumes lit up in 

,,jr, 3 hine coming off the peak tops* It looked as if the mountains were on fire 
and I suggest naming the peaks ’Flaming Peaks*. 

Temp* 0900 -4° v is 300 yds# No wind 
1300 - 13 ° vis 10 miles. 20 knots 
1700 -4° vis 10 miles. 15 knots. 

Distance 6.6 miles and 2000 ft. ascent. 


19th May 1958 

Camp 16 

Have had a v. good day. Left casnp 15 at 10#30 a#m. and reached Beehive 

depot | hour later* Fine clear morning with law ground drift sweeping across 

-0 Sast coast# Some v. rough sastrugi surface just south of depot. Depot 

—ood up v. well silhouetted against rising sun and red Northern 3 ky. 

Left at d ep°t; 1 Nutrican 

1 box rope etc* 

1 packframe 

j w: 1 10-day box, another Nutrican and all the paraffin and sledged 

south 




r *rd 


Hr* 


^2 the plateau to Point 3^> 6 miles, and find as we ejected that the 
84 ^^lls away to the South into Robilland glacier# Camping on a very 
•hidrwept surface. Prom Beehive depot we descended about 500* into a 
lQri which falls away into Trail Inlet I think# Quite good surfaces. 

Id astro-fix and azimuth before supper. Hope to climb F .36 


hid 









^rrc. «nd get a good round of angles. We will work in this area for at 
. , days and- then push back to Depot 1 on our way home* 

jjOS* * 

Ten®. 0900 - 4°F. breeze W. 

0100 «*6® P« brpeze 

1700 -13°P- breeze W. 

2000 -16°F# breeze W. 

Distance sledded: 7*3 miles. 


Tuesday 


Cas, p ^ 


20th May 1938 


Out of tents early but too dark to start up the hill (9.I3) so waited 
until 10,00 a,m, Tenp, -1°?. with 10 knot breeze# Good visibility. Left 
at 10,00 wearing crampons, roped, etc. Got to top about 10.45 in rising wind 
to gale force - impossible to do any survey work or bare hands at all. Stayed 
a.cut 10 mins up top and got good impression of surrounding country. We 
overlook Robiilatfd glacier flowing down into Solberg Inlet and one sees now 
te relation of this glacier to the Neny Trough. We were way up above all 
peaks of the Joerg Peninsula*-, Saw 3-SO.ije clearly and the Rock Pile Peaks. 


'•e picked up two rock specimens and came down hurriedly in v. s trong wind, 
got up and we lost sight of the tent over the last \ mile. YTe struck it 

it wa s quite a nasty thing and lucky the drift was no thicker. 


Ccc futed 


^tro all day and this evening observed again for azimuth as the wind 
^° wn ^ own the azimuth pole. It was a poor sight this evening though 
^ ^5 knot wind with fine drift blowing. Hope to revisit P.36 tcaaorrow 
leather. V. windy spot this# 


T ^* 0900 - i° ) 

H30 + 2^ ) wind up to gale force with drift 

2000 +11 o j 

otherwise good vis. 




21st May 1958 


:r*' aslW 

Camp 17 

waited in tent all morning while wind made it impossible either to climb 

^ or do a theodolite round at the camp. After lunch the wind subsided a bit 

, 1 managed to get a theodolite round. The weather was not suitable to climb 
p ^ again unfortunately. No felt we had run out our time here (we have 10 

lys to get back to depot 1 and want to be back at Base by end of May) so we 

packed up and made good 6 miles in 1-g- hours.on the return route. We are 
canning on S.side of Beehive Hill. 

Weather and surface: Astonishingly warm weather with temps rising 
from +12° to +20° at 2000. Strong west-east wind at higher level. Effect 
cf wanner temps on surface most marked. V. good running surface. 


Thursd ^ 22nd May 1958 

Camp 12 (18 ) 

u-ct away in semi-light at 10.00 a.m. Our camp had been pitched in a 
spot for we soon ran into a belt of heavy drift and pretty strong wind, 
ace here was v. rough indeed with big wide sastrugi 3ft or so from crest 

° t ‘ CU£h * ;Ve f °ond depot 3 alright after a mile and had to put up canp 

the 


as 


^ the 


Hew 


St 


Wlnd showed no sign of letting up. In fact while I was passing things 

tent a proper blizzard hit us and reduced vis to a few yards. 

'PWlt th^ a- 

‘ ’ rest of the day lying up apart from a brief exit to feed the dogs. 


0Ur last b03: to-day. Have 14 days Nutrican still but only 10 days fuel. 

W 3l ^ ed: 1.1 miles 
0900 + 9 O 

Wfc*. m yoo +9 o 

• ®°d. gale from S.W. with heavy drift. 











Camp 19 


23rd May 1958 


until 2 **° P * m * west ®nd drift blowing hard. Wind abated 

and we set about striking camp to get in an hour's sledging before dark. 

jjjat’s the great trouble at this time of the year. Travellable light from 
10.45 to 4.15 combined with plateau weather conditions does not give one much 
chance of getting in many hours. We travelled for an hour on a compass course 
as one couldn’t see any landmarks in the mist and light drift. We camped 
having covered 3 miles and I think a little to the east of course. The surface 
has deteriorated a great deal, am sorry to say. A lot of soft drift patches 
lake the going pretty slow. It promises to be a travel day tomorrow. 

Sttny sty tonight and only low ground drift. Hemy had his sheepskin up 
to diy this evening. 

Temp. 1300 +7°P. 

2000 + 4 0 p. 

30-15 knot wind frcan West with heavy drift in air. 

Surface getting soft and slow. 

Distance: 3.3 miles. 

ask Brian Foot if he has three spare dogs and if so 

if 

P ° SSlble to sledge than down to Blaiklncflc a* 'Y' to be picked up by us. 

^ ^ lift 7 3 

P / aog team for Hemy in that case by taking out two from Admirals 
^Partans. 






24 th May 1958 




Camp 19 




.003 jp 

ie-up drifting windy weather. We conserved fuel and candle f 




Must get off the plateau as soon as possible now. The weath 

1,53 and th 

f da J’s so short. Sched night and Hemy got through to Base 'Y' 












¥*|« "i wriw 'WS*J***T •T*'* 7 *** + ***** 




_^^4 











jri# 1 ** 


pe had a number of signals for us and news. No news of Biyn A Col 


has recently sledged down to Stonjlington. This trip of his is odd 


jjj^st have known there was no—one at Base. He called in at St. Martin 
gently and two Argys went back to *Y* with them. Heard of serious 


as b e 

«PP 
ino: 


ddeJ1 t at Base 'O' where 3 chaps were cut off from Refuge Hut and unable to 


e the dinghy ran out of food and luckily made the trip in 4 days in open 


bcat i splendid telegram from Liza. 


Tenp. 1000 —2^F. 

Wind 15 knots with heavy drift, 
Visibility 150-200 yards. 


Suntey 


25th May 1958 


Camp 20 

(one mile from Camp 8 ) 


Cain morning with light air from East coast. Snowing lightly, tenp, 


* 0 and vis. nil. A coating of windpacked drift in the form of ice on windward 
cf tent. Ch skis, sledge, etc. Out of tent 9 .I 5 and away 11.00 - 
With 11111011 digging to do. We sledged dead reckoning in complete 'White-out* 
* surface became very slow after a good last mile. We stuck deep soft 

e* A 

▼and of approx. 20 knots got up from East. Bad drift made us camp at 


1215. 


lacked 


The wind bulled while we were having a bite of lunch in the tent so we 


3,15 


^ again to make another mile and half before having to canp again at 




in bad drift and soft snow up to a foot. Vexy very tedious progress and 
* icult weather. Think we must be a bit west of course as we are on 


**1ft 


tr feverse which is unfamiliar. Most difficult to D.R. accurately when in 


% 


Wtu 


° ne Can hardly see Caesar, and when he winds about trying to choose 




etches. But still have made good 4 .70 miles and with luck if 


we can 




1 























at *1-1 tomorrow will get a bearing on Armadillo and check our 
mstance to depot now 9.0 miles* Hope v* much we find it without 
ble# High time the weather gave us a break I can't help feeling. 



& doing 


without sheepskin tonight as it is so v. frozen* 


Distance 4.70 miles* 

Tanp# 0900 +10°P. ) wind from East 0-25 knots. 

1300 +11*5° ) Much drift and snowfall. 

Surface: one foot powder snow over medium hard surface: 


slow. 


tfondey 


26th May 1958 


Camp 21 (pt 7 d) 

We lay up this morning while it drifted fine thick drift and the weather 
rm&ined thoroughly unpleasant. Had lunch and then looked out to find clear 
sky above but drift and mist which obscured all view except an intermittent 
peep of Beehive Hill. Got away 2.00 p.m. on D.R. course and travelled v. 
slowly with the sledge sticking every few yds in slow drift patches. Much 

colder with 20 knot wind at - 8 ° and dropping to -17°* & t 3*00 p.m. At 3®00 p.m. 
decided to camp when we came onto steep sloping ground mile short of our 
point 7d by D.R. A rapid and temporary break in the weather enabled us to 


*ocate our position so we harnessed up again and sledged a further 0*4 miles 


^ * new course which as luck would have it for the flumuxed navigator brought 
^ t° an Argentine flag 0.2 miles from 7 d and we camped. Temp. -I 3 0 and cold 
^ but little drift and a good hard surface for camping. Camped in v. poor 
' isht at V.00 p.m. w e can D.R. further from here but I sincerely hope the 
gives us a break. Have not seen anything for 6 days? Have 5 more 

food and fuel. Dogs harnesses in shockingly frozen condition. It was 
' ”* getting some of them off. Have brought in 5 of them and dried them * 

to Depot 7.1 miles. 


















pist. 

fen?>• 


sledged: 

0900 

1300 

1500 

1600 


2.1 miles 


- 2 ° 

- 8 ° 

A -yO 


) 


wind 5-20 knots from East 
drifting cloudy and misty 


Vis. 3 00 y 6 ** surface poor. 


Tuesday 27th May 1958 

Camp 21 

Appalling weather — can*t move at all with mo.cL gale winds temp —8® 

rising to -2° and drift so thick reducing visibility to about 10 yds. I have 

been out twice - early to see the weather - later to put up the ariel and feed 

the dogs. It has been cold lying in our bags and tonight on i rations we 

bqgan to feel that very empty and unsatisfied stomach again. I debate in W 

md whether it is worse having i rations or . fuel. I think J fuel is. 

toe to bad weather we are now \ rations on food and fuel and candle only for 

packing up, scheds, etc. Henry couldn , t get through to Paddy tonight and 

raddy gives us no news on these occasions which is unthoughtful of him. 

weather can't go on much longer one would think. Three days and it will 

- June and still an the plateau. 

0900 -8° m od. gale v. heavy drift 
600 -2 mod. gale v. heavy drift 
wind from East. vis. 10 yds. 




28th May 1958 


Camp 21 


v 10 


V, 


No 

0 * Ull S e * Bitter gale wind continues to blow with temp -12° and vis. 
^ when I fed the dogs at 3.3O p.m. On^lies awake all the time in 


te d bag and thinks of food and the various D.R. legs to the 


depot and 










& 




the 


Argy 


Refuge where Keith has left us some cigarettes* One fill of 


pr ** 5 

bl«* 


per 


doesn't dry much at all. Dogs v. iced up in this awful cold 


Wind 


reached gale force at least after lunch. Henry from remarks is 


^iniding 


this period particularly tedious. Especially the £ ration part of it. 


p^fer the other fill of paraffin but then ny bag is wetter with no 

Hope we get away tomorrow alright. 

^er* t 


Temp# 1600 **12® 

Wind mod. gale to gale from East 
with v. thick drift. 


Thursday 


29th M ay 1958 


Camp 21 


No move possible. No change in the weather. Temp -10° and with gale 
find and thick drift. Bags now getting v. icy and long hours in them 
mooBfortable. I fed the dogs and v. nearly got frostbitten right toes. 

T * severe weather but we keep hoping it can't go on much longer. Henry 

•eeling rather worried and indeed this is a v. difficult time for us. Dogs 

T * iced up. 

Vis. 10 yds. 

Gale wind from East 
Tecp. -100 at 1000 



30 th May 1958 


K 


Camp 21 

spend pretty sorry night. 

the wind and trying hard to 

** weather at all - in fact temp 
i* * 

ei y bad indeed. The dogs 


I certainly didn't sleep but lay 
keep feet alive. No change in 
has fallen to - 17 ° which with this 
are all alive but badly toed up> 










f( *c>rro" 


l start rationing them too poor things • When I fed the dogs there was . 


jligh* 


jtf®* 


^jnprovement and less drift. Hopeful for tomorrow. Have brought in 
^ box of Nutrican tin to use as under insulation and it is v. good. 


5 more days on ■§■ rations alright. Tent v. iced up now as primus never 
^ enough to thaw the frost. Wind has not let up for one instant in 


f e 


oo 


four days. Sched night tonight but we made no attempt since we could 
ot u , (! the primus to warm batteiy etc. 


past 


Pull gale all day from East with heavy drift. 

Temp. 1500 —17°^* 


saturdv 31st May 1958 

Camp 21 

Most difficult day. Wind a little decreased so we set about breaking 
cainp only to decide when it increased in strength again that it was too much 
of a risk. Mod. gale at -12° with intermittent thick drift. We repitched 
the tent and slowly got everything back in again. The dogs have been hit 
v. hard and are most dispirited. Wind blew furiously in p.m. as we lay in 
our cold bags. Then died to a breeze at 7*00 and it was good to hear the dogs 
voicing their views after 5 days silence. Were it not for the wind and drift 
"ouia have been fine to-day so we really expect a good day tomorrow now 
** the wind has died. Must get to depot laid a month ago for more food 
fuel. Have about 2 pints paraffin left. Then the difficult descent of 
the Hortheast to the Argy Refug* where Nigel left another 5 days fed for us. 
h b °th felt v . weak outside tp-day. The result no doubt in part of J rations 
5 leys immobility in cold bags. 

Tecp. 1100-12° . „ _ . 

Wind 20-40 knot 3 in gusts mod drift. *rom 

Vis. otherwise excellent. 


• w 



















1st June 1958 


■'*' Camp 2g 

to record that we have been blessed with a fine day and are 


W 


h^py 




.. gAaQ of the plateau overlooking descent into Northeast glacier. 

ing 011 

ord - d a y awak e most of night listening to wind which got up again 

to * 

our brief lull and fine spell past. But our joy on finding a 


JA , a av . ^en the wind lulled after breakfast was great. We got away 
^ Tenp. -5° with breeze - dull light but lovely day. Dogs with great 
of ice hanging from coats. Hard surface. Took an hour and a quarter 

- get to 7c where we had a flag. Both felt extremely flagged and deadbeat 
after our exhausting lie-up. Monty got off and the sly ©Id fellow wouldn’t 
be caught hut slunk along following our trail. D.R. from 7c to depot took us 
across incredibly rough aastrugi where sledge overturned twice. Luckily the 
area was local. Ridges and furrows 3 ft deep and undercut platforms etc. 

-feet of wind quite astonishing. D.R. took us straight onto the depot which stood 
v, well indeed. Snow surface ablated 1 ft and very hard. Pabksd up 
caught Monty and sledged on over hard rough ground to Argy flags which 
* ar ' , ‘ r<3, ute down. Sledging over sastrugi foot brake snapped off and wheel 
off. Had to overturn the sledge to stop it careering down. 

on v. hard windswept snow at Argy flags. Have had an excellent evening 

’ bug e sudd 

-pper and continuous primus heat drying things. Also have started 

the „ 

* - of the brake with wine, hide and cord etc. It is quite serious that 
We gone with this steep 2000 ft drop ahead of us to Argy Refuge. 

Hutrican tonight. We felt v. distended after so big a mead., 

--dst now with tenp up to +5°* 



Ifyp' 1 p l/W^I7 f !P p ^ r w 
















8 miles - surface v. hard, patohes heavy sadtrugi, 

• 1200 - 4 ° 

,e 1700 + 5 ° 

Wind - breeze from W. 

knowing in evening, otherwise clear, 

or d how relieved we feel to get out of camp 21, Probably our most 

tfUS* re0 ° 

portable 6 days ever/. Valuable insight into sledging days of 


P 


affin. 1 gall P er ^ 111611 P er ^ daysj Its value enormous in cold 


*eather 


t and i rations of fids ration boxes is v, small indeed. 


for.d<y 2nd June U58 

Camp 22 

Haven*t been able to make any progress owing to nasty snowfall and 
aisty weather reducing visibility to a few yards and snow accumulating about 
1 ft. deep. Have spent all day constructing brake for sledge. We thought 
te could use the old one by joining the broken pieces together and attaching it 

to the back two bridges. After many hours work on St we lashed in an - a cold 
job at -5° - and to our great surprise and dissappointment X lifted it to try 

it and it snapped clean through. 

This afternoon and evening we made another brake using one of my skis, 

‘ l about 3-4 hours. Used blanket pins for wire and three 
hide things for joining broken brake to the ski, 

leather hide 



chocks 

Jl- 


ski 


broki 

brake 



253 -• 


-- screws 


blanket pins 


Wff 



























*•* 
,t f 9 * 


^orks alright. Tis getting v. late now and we were expected back 
-? ago. Must have visibility. 

Teny* 1200 -5°* West breeze 

1 ft soft snow past 15 hours. 


Tuesday 


Camp 22 


3rd June 1958 


Had to stay put owing to thick mist and poor visibility. After breakfast 
* lashed on the improvised brake which was an extreraety delicate job at 
-24°P. with a breeze. We put on 5 lashings which took l£ hours as we had 
to came into the tent after each one to get fingers back again. Lay low 
daring p.m. to conserve ,*prinus light. 

T. serious alarm on soiled with *Y\ Heard that sea-ice went out 


brtroei 28th and 29th May and that Dion Islet party eons it ting ( so far gathered) 
•f J.P. and Star Black) left Base >Y' on 27th since when no word has been heard 
■scbeas were arranged every odd day and they took a 119. The picture is 
-- ‘hough they may well be OK. We shall probably have to chase up to *Y* 

* 2ett “S In from this trip. 


1 bought the sea-icd looked v. broken up two days ago when we saw right out 

*crog 3 the B 

e Do hope they are safe enough and just having radio trouble. 


e- throughSalright and H. went to great trouble drying out the set, etc 

^ trace for 3uster who chewed his last night. Promise of clear in - ■> 

flight „ ^ Si v 

cold. 



li £ ht snow, breeze from W. vis. 100yds. 
oOO -30 p. vis. ^ mile, clearing cloud. 













Camp 23 

(near Argy Refuge) 


4th June 1958 




65 W 


C oXd but fine morning* Out of tent at 9.40 in moonlight. Ten?). 

Little misty but good vis. Took till 11.00 before we were ready. 

iedged and the footbrake broke a gainl The wood must be completely 

tttfU We crossed the crevasse at the beginning of the steep descent alright. 


Jt ha d changed its appearance and was not well bridged. The heavy fall of 

snow during past 2 days and cold ~enp made the surface so slow that we were able 
to sledge straight down the steepest parts quite alright with only 1 rope brake on. 
The level traverse before getting to the Anphi theatre, was awfully slow. 

Sledge overturning all the time — 2 feet soft snow. This deep snow was really 
t. fortunate to-day for the descent for we should have been in great difficulties 
ithemse with no footbrake. We had to push hard on the descent to the top 

of Sodaslope and then came down that without much trouble but it all took 

K 

30ae tine adjusting rope brakes every few yards. Tood' 4 dogs off for the 
Ascent of Sodaslope. Reached the Argy Refuge Hut at 3*00 p.m. and found 
‘v- of 1 box Nutrican, 2 galls fuel but no more food. Think the box must 
s*ay for surely Nigel would not have slipped up there. Had late 
* °? lunch - broke thermos. Had smoke - cigarettes and chocolate left by 
and Bryn. (jold so we sledged on another J mile so slowly. Canned in 


- ariu had to use pitons for there was blue ice below the surface soft 

D • Five day 3 food to get to Base. Wish the surface wasn’t so 
b 

Practically every mile of this trip seems hardly won. Good 

i J ien-ty of fuel in hand though we have been up on the platesy 6 weeks 

** ’Via 

u Set back to 3a3e 2 weeks before midwinter, 
pittance : 2.5 miles. 2,200 ft. desonat 

father ; 1000 -30°F. calm, minty to w©3t but clear over vO** 

1600 -26°F. No oliange. ^ 

















Camp 23 


5th June 1958 




wr 


*nd a- 


A pretty good day's going considering the Wrfuljy 3low surface> ^ 
,,.00 at first light after a cold night. Temp -29 0 but very clear 

, 40*0 S laoier breeze behind our bacte - Travelled v. slowly with Henry 
on ski all the way and attached by rope to front pair on centre trace. 


jjj 2 miles before a quick lunch and then going got a bit faster. Picked 
- the flags staked out on the recce trip alright. Passed our Camp 2 at 
(ioot 2.30 P- m - 811(1 therl started the crossing of the glacier towards Walton 
?e«k. Had to oamp % mile short of Wilton Peak just after 4.00 p.m. Temp 
on canping - 37°* Beautifully calm and typical fine winter evening, 
inticipate getting in to Base tomorrow as the weather promises fine and 
distance only 5 miles. In view of this I fed the dogs 3 blocks each and 
ie had double rations ourselves. 

This has been a long trip at a difficult time of year and I think an 
opeptionally cold one for the season, A lot of bad weather so not as much 
^^lished in survey and exploratory line as hoped but still v* useful and 
^'•awhile. The greatest thing is the finding of a route into the Neny Trough, 

-*65 have had a bad time of it. Alpha and Zeta and Yfol have fared best. 

lotty ^ . 

la a rotten condition - thin and spiritless. Frankie, surprising to 
* 1 v * too. The sledge has been a disappointment. It is a new 

ai skinaster* sledge. Three bridges had broken in the shipment. 

V 


v 


k t 


;l -ve broken (we discovered this a.m,)• The brake has broken 3 times* 
it < 

13 °^3y just going to see us back. ’7e have only averaged something 

^ 3 uti]* 

3 a day. jt makes one wonder whether autumn and winter travel 
* ea ^3y worth it - the going so slow and survey work so difficult. But 












uonre learnt a great deal. 
if hAV 

One small crevasse incident to-day. Wol stumbled into a narrow 


arevasse 


but scrambled out alright, 


Distance 

Temps. 


: 7*6 miles 

0990 -27° clear sty and breeze 

1300 -31 

1300 -34° 

1600 -37° 

2200 - 29 ° 


from East. 


Friday 6th June 1998 

BASE 

Slow going down last 4g- miles of glacier and got into Base for lunch 
All well - v. well indeed. Nigel got the engine going. Keith had a good 

lunch on the go. Pete developing photos. The hut is in a v. expeditionary 
state with tents, skins, axes, etc. all over the place. The kitchen painted. 
New snowdrifts formed. News that the military hut at San Martin burnt down 
in March. Nigel and Co. had a rough trip with long cold lie-up. Not vn 
v. happy about it. Apart from getting kit ;in to-day I have done little. 

< * 00a to be all together on Base again after such rough travel. Temp today 
▼as down to V. cold but calm and misty on the sea-line. Dogs 

their seal meet. A hard job axeing it up. 

Must sleep now though there is much to write about. 

distance: 3 miles 

s 0930 -35 n 

1400 - 441 - 

No wind, slightty misty. 






Dog Weights 


6 June 7 June 3 April 8 May 


Caesar 

Babe 

Johny 

Frankie 

Buster 

Wol 

Monty 

Alpha 

Zeta 


75 79 

68 72 

71 79 

76 82i 

97 103 

85 92 

79 85 

87 92 

69 70 


78 76 

75 69 

82 76 ? 
92 84 

106 101 

97 91 

98 87 

100 93 

76 67 


Saturdsy 


7th June 1958 


Still nothing heard from the Base X parly. H. and I shall probably 
be called to assist in search. Sent off a number of replies to old 
telegrams to Secfids in a.m. Nigel on cook - v. good meals. Dog feed day. 
This is no joke at this time of the season - the seals are as hard to axe 
as tough wood. Note the amazing increase of weight between to-day and 
yesterday after one dsy's feed of 3 eal. Am making up a new pair of soft 
binding skis and getting things together for rapid getaway if needs be. 
Apparently Tana, one of the Y bitches came in to-day from the direction of 
Ly?ted Bay. "What this means is aiybocty-’s guess. Hemy*s photos have 
^eloped well which is jolly good. I am getting ready one of the s'oare 


sl *dgea. Temp, to-day -I 3 0 and rising to -20 with a little mist and quite 

Cfi.1 m 

* A lo t of dripping from the roof to-night. The hut is v. warm. 



8 th June 1958 


^ill nothing heard of Base Y party and to-dy with a ] 
has opened up from Contact Pt. across to Camp Point. 


ft mod * blowing 


















. 4-n Tohn P. over the radio and apparently Seofids does not want to 
T t 

, w out looking at this stage. 

u rv has worked out dog-feed trial scheme and I have agreed to having all 
the trial for a period of at least 20 days. After discussion with 

dogs 

ngel I wrote out a long tel. for 3 ecfids detailing the programme for this 
easor. Am going through indents slowly and making out supplementary orders, 
^igel made same really excellent meals to-day. Temp, gone up> to +22° 
with wind up to 1*0 knots and drift. 


Bond*? 9th June 1958 

Have been asked to sledge up to Y to assist in search for missing party. 
Eemy, Nigel and I will be leaving tomorrow with two sledges, 1 month rations 
and 3 weeks dog food and extra paraffin. Will take 3-man tent and pup tent. 
This has meant a v. busy day of preparation. Had to fix up another sledge 
with lashings, sledgewheel, etc. Had to work out supplementary indents 
working until 2.30 a.m. and in which Keith was an enormous help. Last heard 
that open lead stretched from P.Pas to Camp Point. Wind still blows mod. 
gale with pressure low. This is of course a great nuiscance to interferring 
as it does with our programme. We are tired from the last trip and there is 
a great deal to be done here in the hut. Also the sea-ice is most 
^J'e i iciiero r ‘vi5i at the moment but then am of course anxious to do all we oan to 
h *lp. I can't but think that they must be in serious trouble now. Hope to 
get toffty early but there is much to do. 


day 


10th June 1958 


weather for travel at all with wind keeping up mod. gale and drifting 








^ Self slept badly with toothache so didn't feel too disappointed* 
it gave a chance to prepare things a bit better* We unorated all the 
0 +.| lc r tents to find tho 3-iaan. We find we have two excellent light 
Camp tors tents which is a great relief as we thought all the new tents were 
of the dark variety* We have also one 3"nan tent that we shall be taking 


with us. 

Ice report from *Y* -,qpen water to South from a line Bongrain-Contact 
Peak to Lagotellerie. We have open water approx, 8 miles to West. 

Keith gave me a hand with Indent again and I typed out a 65 O group signal 
for poor Bryn to tap out* Wind blowing v. hard still to-night* Started 
making another pair of sheepskin gloves* Toothache a great nuiscance - at 
present yet there is no cavity. Temp to-day +10°F. Nothing at all heard 
from Base Y party. 


Wednesday 11th June 1958 

Still the weather remains unsuitable for sea-ioe travel under these 
circumstances. Yet we have filled in the day well. I had a talk with 
John Paisley over the radio. Ice edge now a little further in with this 
continuous wind. It stretches from Bongrain to Contact Peak, to Lagotellerie 
to near Can^ Point. Rouch ice reported from Camp Point tip to Horseshoe. 

Th * outlook for the Dion Party is now very grave I think. Dick and Jim 
P^auled down to Y from Blacklock Refuge and are in. 

Have made another pair sheepskin gloves, fixed up soft binding skis, 
indent signal for stores next year (650 words) has gone. Herny, Bry - 

- 1 I spent hours digging out seals. We raised 4 and fed one 


pete 


Y an oook - v.g. meals too, John has 7 boxes rations up at Y. 
much the wind stops and vis. good tomorrow. Terap. +9°, wind 


pope v. 

knots. Ice edge 5-6 miles W 


20 


Taking: 2 sledges. 

4 rations 
6 nutrican 
1 p & p box 
1 3-man tent 

1 pup tent 

3 personal 3pLts 

2 sheepskins 
survey zip 


max thermometer 
survey case 
3 ice-axes 
2 ice chisels 
1 gash box 
pitons 
crampons 
picket 
boots 
? fuel 


Thursday 


12th June 1958 


Left Base 11.45* Misty and snovy but vis, at least a mile. Readied 
St« Martin at 1.00 p.m. They came out to meet us — v. welcoming. We went 
in and had two large steaks with coffee in their kitchen. Only stayed an 
hour as anxious to move on. Met Franco and Angel and their 2nd in command, 
Kanchero. Of v. great irrportance they told us of two dogs seen on the 
Hands. These will certainly be from the Base Y party. After our meal we 
all 'rent to look for than but they were so sty we couldn’t get within 300' yds 
of them. They ran off like wild animals. Thinking that by sledging after 
them the dogs would attract them and also to investigate the possibilities of 
further sign of the party we sledged after them to search the coast of 
filler and in which direction they disappeared. We sledged 4 miles from 3,30 u.m 
to 3.30 p,m. to a beach on the N. coast of Millerand. Here we saw the do<- s 
***** 200 yds off. We canped and while N. & H. put up the tent I walked 

a moraine to see that the ice extended at least 5 miles west .and the route 

‘ vh looked good. Have put ponmican block back on the trail to try to keep 

U3. 










drifted on broken ice South until they fetched up on consolidated pack. 

Dogs finding their way but men hampered. 

Se ]f don't think much of 2) so outlook v* bad. Think 3 ) very possible now. 

•Yant to sledge right around Millerand and if possible visit Pod and Stipple rocks 
5 miles to West. We will then go to Base Y. Using 3-man tent which is v. 
spacious and good. Nigel got through to Paddy on 119 but we couldn't hear 

him. 

Sledged; 3.4 miles; 

Temp. ; 1300 +10°P. 

Friday 13 th June 1953 

Alarm didn't go off and as self on cook I did inexcusable thing of 
sleeping until 10.00 so that our getaway was late. Would have got off 12.00 
Nigel's sledge overturned and he and H. had to unlash and re-load. Misty 

witi low cloud. Temp. +5° or so. We sledged y mile around the front of 
gi&cier.I walked up yesterday and came across the Argy glaciologists* 
re *bge hut. x was met by William Mollisse, a glaciologist^ Edwardo and 
surveyors • Here we came across another dog, little Clo&, who 
up £ days ago (on the 6th). Mollisse (who speaks a little English) 

^ that she was extremely hungry and v. iced up. They had fed her and 
in reasonable shax>e. While we were having coffee their relief 
* • arrived with Lie-at. Montero, Gonzalez and Juan and Dr. Raphael. 




















., lls their southern party returning from the Terre Finirffc? han to I ra '^ 

X rr hack in front of the ice breaking up behind them* Open water 

nar A 

-ed Rock Ridge area they said. We left them at 2*30 p.m. I hitched Cloft 
r ccwcatdier and she did quite well. Sledged to the NW. point of the 
i rr «nd I climbed up moraine for 2Q0‘ and saw open water 3 miles to 

jclana. "• 

t beyond Pod Rocks. We sledged down the W. side of the island to a 
-pit opposite the Randall Rocks. I sledged across to these islets and found 
Argy beacon but nothing &lsc. Ice edge lay immediately to mest of these 


'-lets and ran out in N.W. direction. We are canned on jutting out spit of 
Killer and. Self don’t think there can be much hope for these chaps. Got 
through to Bryn on 119. Nigel can’t receive well though due to noise from 
generator. Fed Clofe two blocks. Fine campsite. Hope ice doesn't break up 
further. Made spare trace and mended Alpha’s harness. 3-man teat made sat 
of outer ' Winded * and inner ventile. Weight approx 30 lbs and v. good, 
about ?’6” square and plenty of room for 3* 

Sledged: 5*0 miles 

Temp. : 1700 +2f°F. 

Calm. Cloud height 300' and less. 


Saturday 1/Vth June 1956 

Nigel and Henry sledged around the Randall Rooks while I climbed up a 
®° r *ine with field glasses to see the ice situation and get a bearing on the 
roJ and Stipple Rooks. Thin was soon after first light at 11.00 a.ra. I 
Allowed than with rry ledge and then we took a course circumventing the 
of open water. We crossed a couple of reoontty frozen leads 20 ft. 

**** or so. Nigel said 3" thick ioe. Cot •within £ mile of the Pod Roofc^ 
w ° decided against getting closer as the thin new ioe separated us* 







^ ty ©speoialily as Nigel told us later that he had found dog dropping that 
belong to oar dogs. Sledged an line to Stipple Rooks for 4 miles* 




,-ing through brash areas and some slow soft snow parts and reached them 


1( - p <m , I sledged around the N. side of the group and H. and N. searched the 
rocks of the group. We then met up and in v„ poor light camped on the E. 
ro 0 k of the group. Have decided to attempt another visit to Pod Rooks 
before continuing North. H. and I will sledge back with light load to-morrow. 


weather still permitting. Nigel will search this group more thoroughly. 

8 miles there and back will delay us a further day perhaps but can 1 1 let 
this opportunity pass by. -8° to-night so the ice should be thickening well. 
Nigel got through to Bryn on 119* Bryn said they had sledged out to N.W. 
corner of Neny Island* fiicouraging signal to me from Secfids on work done 
so far and route into Neny Trough. 

Distance: 12j miles 

Weather : Calm, clear, +2° this morning. 

- 8° this evening. Excellent lights. 

Sunday 15th June 1958 


Beautiful day. Henry and I got away 10.40 a.m. in early morning light 
leaving Nigel to look after camp and search the Stipple rocks further. 

went at a v. good pace following our tracks back and within an hour reached 
fr-e point at which we turned yesterday. Pram here to get to the islets we 

tafi to sledge through same narrow but rough belts of pressure where big pans 
lifted up and broken under pressure. We picketed the dogs and while 
Eer ^ scrambled up to the top of the rooks I skied around the edge but we found 
^ big at all except some amazing pressure where the ice had built up in high 
rx <*ges along the edge of the islands. We came back to Stipple Rocks (5.5 miles) 



■r#- 
















rer an hour* Nigel war, having his lunch* He had found an Argjr cane 
ove 

ieoe of old box but nothing else* It took an hour to break camp. 

, rtff before the others were ready and got a mile ahead making a slow 

t 

, towards C. Calmette in soft snow. It took nearly two hours to cover 

iles to a good landing on this steep coast. We camped just before 
the 3*' m \ 

Nicrel through on sched and we hear that another dog (a bitch - hJma; 

5.OO 

a im at 'Y* and that John and Prank Oliver are back there, 
kas turnea up 

Sledged: 14.70 miles 

Ten®. : 

2100 -7°P. 

Calm, excellent vis. Ho cloud. 

Soft surface 1 ft deep Stipple to C. Calmette 


Monday 16th June 1958 

Left 10.45 a.m., self J hour before Henry and .Nigel. Splendid weather. 
Temp. -10°. Rough ice from Calmette to Camp Point (8 miles) where we lunched. 
Excellent surface from there to Base *Y* (10 miles) and got in 3*45 P*m* 

Self 2 miles ahead of others lately on fast surface. Good to see John R. 

and J.P. and Dick and Joe whom I had not met before. Fed dogs small seal 

feed and block Nutrican each. Excellent supper. John and I then went through 
the yftole 'Dion Party' situation and agreed upon scheme where Nigel, .John 
®nd AN other with 2 sledges go up around P.Pas to Adelaide, down Adelaide coast 
to Jenny Island. This is priority since old ice extends as far as that, John 
n&s found out. Henry will stay here with Prank and his team as a reserve 
part y to go wherever he might be needed. I will travel down to C. Calmette 

^ the Bay searching the landings we passed by to-d^y. Then return here. 


* *>. 







CC •» 


Kiri 


r ts good ioe Neny Fjord I will start the searching of the 

i f ry« rep 

. of stonington. If the ice then permits I will visit Faaxr<Kand 
s 011 * 11 ■ t'j 

of islets in centre Marguerite Bay. R.T. ached with S^cfi t 
•lowed groups oi j. 

^ for tonorrow morning to discuss this proposal. Late to bed, covered 


20 »d les 


-Tourney, Stonington - 

x e ft 12th June. Procter, Wyatt and Gibbs; 2 sledges* Peached St* 

1 • ** 

jfartin where we saw 2 British dogs that we were told had been hanging around 
the base vicinity for two days. They were very timid and refused capture. 

Finding these dogs decided us to search all landings on Milleranldls. and 
outlying island groups* 

2 . On 13 th we found Cloft at the Argentine Refuge on N. coast Millerand* 

She arrived six days previously very hungry and her coat iced tip. An 
Argentine relief partjs visited the Refuge and reported the return to St* 

Kartin of their southern sledge from Terra Firma Islands. They reported 

that the ice was bre aki ng up to the South and Red Rock Ridge area was open 

*&ter. Canped on S.W. corner Millerand night of 13 th. On 14 th we searched 

the Randall Rocks, sledged towards Pod Rocks but failed to reach them and 

cached an the Stipple Group. On 15 th Procter searched the Stipple group 

^ile tyatt and Gibbs returned to the Pod Rocks which were searched unsuccessfully* 

r °* Rocks lay on the W. edge of the fast ice which ran in a line to the 

f wi(iall Rocks and South to a point approx, a mile West.cf Neny Island. 

* tt and Gibbs returned to the Stipple Rocks and sledged on with Procter 

tQ £ 

' ^ at C. Calmette. Cn 16th we sledged straight through to Base *Y* 
t0o<3 fa3 t ice. The landing at C* Pt. was visited but the landings at 








head of Calmette Bay were passed by. Regarding ice conditions. 


the 


ipues 


17th June 1958 


It is as if I hadn't left Base *Y' at all so familiar has to-day 
bcerl , Nigel, John and Dick Young are preparing to get away tomorrow. 

John has been lashing up his sledge. I helped Frank cu$ up a seal and 

feed the dogs. Zeta is on heat and Buster has got a nasty bite that 

has tom open his lower eye lid. I repaired a crack in the tip of one 

of ny skis. Talked with Bryan Foot over radio asking him for surplus dogs 


but he only seemed to have one to offer. Had a good sched with Bryn too. 


The two dogs that we saw at the Debs on our way up have turned up at 
Stonington and have been put on the span. They are Ruth and Angus. Before 


tea I had a couple of quick ski runs. It has been a calm, beautiful day 
with teiip at -15°. I wrote out a report on the trip up which Paddy sent 
off to Secfids this afternoon. Mac and I will be together on the Calmette 
Trip taking 20 days food - a 600 lb load. He went through all the barometer 
readings that he sent while we were up on the plateau. John has produced 

a big box of surv^r stores that was left here in error. Had a splendid 
bath this evening in the new bath made by John out of a sawn through 44 gall 
*•«. V. good. Excellent letter from home. 


Calmette Trip 3 weeks fuel (with Mao Mac Kacdowell) 


^4 lbs 2 man boxes 

&0 lbs $ galls fuel . 

(4 gall geriy +12 gall) 

( ice chisel 

2 pr. ski, 2 sticks 
2 ice-axes 
rope 


200 lbs 3 dog boxes 

60 lbs 1 two man tent 

35 lbs *68' Set (new battery) 

phone 

key earphone 
personal kits 




i ii iihhr 


25 lbs 


60 lbs 









18th June 1956 


ff a»esW 

TolJi and I talked to John Green over the radio this morning* Condition 
<rood but he thought our scheme of travel a good one and we gave him 

not v. 

thr ^0 we could about the dogs. It has been a day of poor weather 

y aC x decided it was worth while leaving and after much preparation 

c t away at 1.45 p.m. This would have &iven us enough time to get to the 

qf shore of Horseshoe but the weather deteriorated soon after leaving and 

l decided to turn into Iysted Bay and camp on the shore where we are. I find 

it difficult to forgive myself for having left behind the box of gash items and 

the shovel which means that tomorrow we must sledge over the ridge and pick 

than up. Hope the weather takes a turn. Not much wind but unusually warm 

and snowing a little. Got through to Paddy well on the *68* using phone. 

Sledged: 5*5 miles 
Temp. : 1000 +24°P. 

1500 +11 °F. 


Thursday 19th June 1958 

Blew from East last night with quite a bit of drift. This morning the 
fogs were dirfted over: When the vis was suitable at about 11.30 a.m. we sledged 
0Ver the ridge with a light load and got in to Base. The weather was 
Suitable for travel wo we stayed the day and expect to be away early in a.m. 

the wind has calmed now. Prank and I fed the dogs seal. I broke the axe 
^‘^1 which we managed to repair alright. Sent two signals to Secfids, one 
"ledgewheel attachment suggesting stronger arm and the other about 
period of alloy poles. Also sent signal about VRC box passed to 





insufficient butter, excessive 


aJ1< ^ ^ a fi r ©6 box not suitable j 

piy 

^ight (62 lbs). Suggest lowering weight at expense of calorific intake. 

John and I discussed coded signals and made up a suitable code to be used 

between the two of us. I have no code books at Stonington so ai iy confidential 

messages in Navy 6 or Navy 25 have to be passed through him. 

Sledged: 1.5 miles £wheel I 63 .O) 

Temp. : +15 to +20 , drift 2* 6 ", low cloud. 

Vis. improving to 3 miles. 


Friday 20th June 1958 

I cooked breakfast. Blowing with drift from S.W. so dicta*t get away 
until 1200 a.m. The other party decided not to travel. It dicta* t take 
long to sledge the 1 y miles to our camp which we loaded up and left at 
01.15 p.m. Quite good surface and the dogs pulled v. well. Caesar somewhat 
off form though. Sledged across Iysted and reached the islets in Square Bay 
2.1 ijdles from the S.W. comer of Horseshoe. Here we luckily found a good 
canp spot. I say luckily for these rocks rise shere out of the water on 

most sides. Soon after stopping we saw two dogs 100 yds back on our trail. 

They recognised Mac’s voice and came up to be caught without any difficulty. 
?hcy are Cocoa and Umiak. 

“ Good condition, 2 bits of ice on his coat. Trace chewed 6 " from 
Harness chewed in two placed over the back. 
v eiy thin indeed. No harness. 

' f ' 4 them both double blocks and picketed them. They were both ih good 

- apart from initial nervousness, very mnoh at home. Great nuisoanoe 













th»* 


couldn't tune up the transmitter so though heard Henry calling 
X couldn't get through to him. We try next at 10.15 transmitting 


ol 

^ -|g meg* listening 3«8 megs. ^e camped at 3*50 p.m. and covered 9*1 miles. 

Sledged: 9»1 miles, -wheel 1721. 

Terr?)* : +6° to -1°. 

Wind 10 knots, SW to calm. 

Surface, hard but slow in Iystad and soft but faster 
in Square Bay. 


Saturday Midwinter 21st June 1958 

Camped on shore of Calmette Bay, 3 miles south Camp Point. Had quite 
good day's run though only got away at 12.00 as we tried again unsuccessfully 
to get through on radio to *Y*. Sledged through gap of islets to foot of 
through glacier 3 miles East of Camp Point. There are possible landings off 
this glacier but it is v. crevassed. Sledged along the offshore coast to 
Cashpoint which we reached at 2.00 p.m. Three fine valley glaciers (all 
receding) descending down steep slopes of this mountain front. Mac had a 
-?ok at Carp Point. Sledged on into Calmette Bay and camped on good beach 
^prox, 4 miles from Camp Point. Both Zeta and Umiak are on heat and we 
“ aVe a lot of trouble with the dogs. Successful sclued to-night. 

‘-‘“7 operating f Y* radio. I got through on voice readable but feint. 

“ e - orthem party left today, 1.30 p.m. Mac has produced a splendid tin 
chocolate biscuits for a little treat. Last night I made a new harness 
^ace for Umiak. Tonight I made a new harness for Cocoa, 
pledged: 11.0 mile<= 

-®nS>. : 0100 -6°. Calm. Cloud 3,000 ft. 












22nd June 1958 


:Ul>^ 


thf 

Thi-‘ 


xlV) all day having decided this after packing up only to find 

fe * 

.. .« unsuitable. We have had incessant trouble with the dogs, 

0 or picketing ground and we have failed to keep the s exes apart, 

a j5 P 




ohose 


Wol 


sparred viciously all day. Umiak got off twice - the first time 
and the second Frankie. The little wretch Cocoa got off and did 


best to father Seta which I very much hdrpe is unsuccessful. We have now 
■ ,-eted Umiak and Cocoa on crampon ’dead men’ which may work. 

Got through on -feed alright. Nigel’s party at B 

Tea?). +20° to +10°. Wind from N., drift, cloud 2,000 ft. 


Mda* 


23rd June 1958 


Misty but calm, light snow falling, vis. 300 - W yds, term). + 6 ° when 
- -acked up at 0.30 a.m. Left 11.15 &.m. after considerable trouble with 
-• dogs. Had to put Zeta right back on the handlebar. Very slow going 
tC " uay 111 dee P snow ^ich hampered the dogs. Mac led out on ski to speed 
e.-r..a.v. Reached >. end of the bay at 1.30 p.m. and dropped off a lot 
f sled S« do *a to the 3.S. comer of the bay lightly laden. It was 

^'die to the head of the bsy but faster returning. Camped on shore in 
° novu Took a lot of trouble in picketing the dogs well. Zeta, 


soft 






Hfc 


^ " ocoa on ’dead-men* - the sledge tied to two long boulders. A 

had 

got ^ on oaraping, with some drift. Bryn heard me calling on the 
^ had a very successful conversation. Apparently a full gale 

* blo *ing nil day with heavy drift. Nigel and co. are still at the 















K«rug«* 


The behaviour of the dogs at present it; v. tiying. 

Wheel Camp 3 . I 83 .I 

Camp 4* 189*1 


Day's run 6.0 miles 


Temp: + 6 ° 1100 a.m., calm in a.m. 

+8° 4*00p.m., breeze in p.m. 

Low cloud and poor vis. 


Tuesday 


24th June 1958 


Beautiful morning, left 11.15 cum. in the deep snow. Mac had to lead 
out front until we reached Cape Calmette itself after ij hours which it took 
to cover the 2 miles . Here Mae searched the beach while I stayed with the 

dogs. Had lunch after a short interval and then sledged non-stop 7 mil es 
to Camp Point on a greatly improved surface. Caesar did v. well co-operating 
me m losing the route through the bergjrbits and brash. We reached 
Poinc at 3*00 p.m. and sledged on across the entrace to Square Bay to 
-Sl 0 .* vhe 3.W . beach of Horshshoe Island. It was an excellent surface 

“ n ^ 3 2 t^etch. We ran through a belt of moderate wind carrying low 

drift bnf •;« 4.-. 

m tne calm of the W. shore of Horseshoe it was v. pleasant. 

Tax 

* axe and were rushed to prepare for the sched. T ^e managed to get 


‘Vgh 




position but Padcfc , 7 could not read us well. We should be in 


*the 


^ a t Midday, weather permitting. Did a good day’s mileage inspite 


A 


* J “ //0 **k this morning. 


Camp 4 187.1 

Camp 5 203.7 


Dis tance 

16.6 miles 

*heel 

C.Calmette 189*1 
Camp Point 190 * 1 


“MOO a.m. - 5 °, calm 











25 th June 1958 






1 'ad a bit of wind last night but quite calm this morning, though there was a 


0 f drift we could see over the sea-ice in Iyste(& B«y. We ran into this 
^ ^ich proved to be at least mod* gale* Caesar led marvellously though 
. ,oed across at a good pace# We came in over the ridge to Horseshoe* 

and * c 

in at 1.30 p#m* Henry kand I fed the boys seal and got the sledge in to 
jonjjshqp as 1 ejected to be here a couple of days but on the evening 
ched with Nigel's party learnt that they are still at the Refuge with 
generator trouble ( 119 )* $0 tomorrow am sledging up to give them the 

generator we have here* Frank, John, Henry and I with 2 teams* Should 
travel v. light - meet them at Nautilus Head. 


Thursday 


26 th June 1958 


Had everything ready by 10#00 but John, who had been on nijht met, slept 
a little so we got away 11.00 a.m. Beautiful morning and lovely day 
^together. Calm and clear with the temp around aero. John and I travelled 
together 3kiing all the while. Excellent surface and we kept up a good 


totting speed. Met up with Nigel and John at Nautilus Head at 1 *45 P- m * 


^ 2| hows, less 25 minutes wait for Prank and Heruy en route and 12 miles 




£°od moving* Nigel and John seemed well enough^ >Ve gave them the 


Aerator, batteries and all an wrench that he wanted and left after 


very 


*hon 


HQ 


^ile. xt took 2? hours to return and we got in 4*30 p.m. Fed 




‘■° the dogs. Had a good Kao supper. John was a good companion 
***«• >nd we talked quite a bit about this and that. Dogs all 


on 









**ful3y are ver y fit ncnv. ‘Excellent day*a stretch. 

Distance: 2}.k miles (sheel 232.7) 

Temp. : +1° to -3°P. 

Calm clear and excellent visibility. 




27th June 1958 


Spent day on cook but got out with John for J hour on ski after lunch. 
a 0 t sl«i5 e ^ Jl ^° wor ^ s ^ 1 9P* No news from Nigel. Bryn came through well 
on sched. He and Keith sledged out into Neny Fjord for approx 3 miles. 
r y^ measured ioe thicknesses at 18” and 24” but weather deteriorated and they 
had to get back before being able to do an ice ob. from Neny. An Argentine 
cledge with 4 chaps visited them. Bryn said they were out on a sealing trip., 
and intended following with a Weasel in a couple of days time. I read part 
of Southern lights again to-night. Henry and Frank went out with F's team 
beyond Homing Head and found a narrow ’lead* running across into the fjord from 


the Head. 

Tempi 


-10°F. calm, and clear a.m. 
cloucfy p.m. 


Saturday 28th June 1958 

Rather dull weather and blowing up this evening. John on cook, self 
hadn and general scrub out this morning. I did all I intended to ny 
~'dge • qjj new rope brake and renewed some lashings, oiled it. Also 
aV|{cl ged ny SO ft binding woods again having split the one. No news at all 
so we wonder a bit how th^r are. Henry and brank fed the dogs. 












29th June 1958 




t 


j ftnpW ered some official traffic which were queries from J. Green about 
orders* After lunch Frank and I went out, Caesar, Babe and Frankie 


m e on ski and Frank followed with his sledge and three dogs* He is 




to train up his leader Rufus, The dogs pulled me along on ski at a 


sp 


lendid rate. We got one small seal behind an iceburg 300 yds out from Base, 
Last night Bessie and Cockie, both dogs from Dave's team tinned up. Neither 
^th harness and Cockie with a little blood on his coat. Both in v, good 
condition indeed. Part of the reason that Frank and I went out was to find a 
| trail but we saw none on the hard sufface. 

This evening Henry with John's help pulled out ny troublesome premolar 
tooth. Two injections failed to anaesthetize the area but father than have a 
third injection I suggested that Henry haul away which he did to some purpose 
and after a little struggle it came out leaving one root behind unfortunately. 

But H, says this probably won't matter much. It turned out to be a rotten tooth 
so I hope now to be free from the last month's toothache. 

Tomorrow J.P. suggests we sledge along the S. coast of P. P a s Rooking for 
further signs of the Dion party* We may find sp$e relic jof a camp and so lead 
Us to conclude that they did camp on the ice there. My dogs are in v. good 
indded at present. 

An overcast day but calm and temp around zero 

(finally) We heard from Nigel and Co. who are camped at Cape Saenz Pena. 

How terribly frustrating that they are being so slow! Wherever these 
are they need help so badly and one can't but think that N, J & D. could 

““^g far better time. 


So 







30th June 1956 






and I to uy sledge and Prank and Henry to Frank's team sledged across 
to the S. «nd of P. Pas* where we came across the new ice vjhich in 
v# thin* Henry and Prank returned so as to leave us with further 


John 

tk« rt ord 
ptf ts «*» _ 

and be in a position to inform the others that John and I might be 
^ at c# Bongrain. We sledged on along the ed^e of the ioe cliff to within 
'miles of Cape Bongrain which 'filled in' a short stretch of that coast which 
had not been visited. We turned after 10 miles at 2*15 p.m. and got back to 
Base at 4.30 p.m. after a good long stretch of 20j- miles. It threatened to 
Blow quite hard but calmed and has been a beautiful day. Temp. -3° dropping 
to -7° at 3.00 p.m. and -12° this evening. Nothing heard from Nigel's party. 
Heard from Bryn that they have the Skimaster Sledge into the living room and 
are working on it. Henry working out weather averages for the plateau trip. 


Distance: 20.0. miles. 


Tuesday 1st July 1958 

Another cold but beautiful day. Prank and Mac and I went out with ouf 
te «n as far as Ridge almost but found no seal. • Pound 4 Argys with two teams 
tad arrived. They are Franco, Sherriff, Motoriste and the W.O.P. V. good 
Se but v. tiring entertaining them. They are out on a sealing trip. Will 
st *y <01 tomorrow. Henry and 1 decided to set out on the Fafcre Island trip 
will be quite an undertaking and needs some careful planning. 

2 nd July 1958 

* full day including preparations for sledging in the fixing up of a new 

■ 
















repairs to John's tent which Hemy is undertaking and the like. A day 
. di fficult decisions. Bombshell telegram from Secfids this evening to the 
'P 90 t that owing to uncertain ice conditions he has instructed us not to extend 
^ sledging beyond old ice limits unless the crossing of new ice is possible 
jn one day trips from Base. This until August when if ice has consolidated 
^ther afield trips msy be considered. John, Henry and I discussed this for 
cod* time * nd feel s0 s trorig^y that an immediate trip is necessary to the Feures 
Islets that another R»T. sched has been arranged with John Green tomorrow 
morning to put the case strongly to him. As he is acting probably under H.E. 's 
instructions his answers will in all probability be 'no' and this will put us in 
unost difficult position. To forego his instruction is to put oneself in a 
position possibly making it necessary to resign. To agree and sit quiet for 
»month is to lose the one chance we have of possibly finding the party, in 
dire straights, but alive, which could hardly be said in a month's time. 

John will go whatever the outcome of our attempt ^ to sway J. Green's mind. 

* feel the same and am in the position of having everything necessary for the 
tr ip. But this will be most unfortunate. No more for the present about it. 

-ook the Admirals out for a short run with 2 of the Argy's and think they 
* ere ^“pressed with Caesar's leading. Beautiful day. Nigel party at 
^iaide depot having searched all Ryder Bay. 




iqy 


3rd July 1958 






^y developments of which I hope to write more fully later. For the 
sched with J. Green went well. He reversed his decision of 




^d agreed to our setting off for Faure Islets. Great difficulty 


Oeing to b*~t party for the job. But John and I and Henry leaving. 











. w drive Frank's team. Argo's still with us' Plan to leave tomorrow 

jate to bed. No contact with Nigel. 

too* 


friW 4 th July 1958 

The arrangement has worked very well. Prank has helped enormously. 

Be jade breakfast for us and helped us to get off. He must feel it v. hard 
with Henry going off with his team in his place. The Argys got off just 
before we did. John had confided in Franco as to the missing party. I am 
s ure they must have put two and two together already but John could fill in 


the details • 

We got away at 11.00 a.m. - 600 lbs per sledge. Very good day with temp 
- 12 ° to- 15 °. I led with Caesar doing awfully well. We were balanced for 
speed and made very good time reaching Cape Bongrain at 2.30 p.m. (13 miles). 


Fehad a co^le of miles of rough ice and I had to right ny sledge 3 or 4 times. 
^ Ust beyond where we are camped John walked on to the entrance to Dalgliesh 
*s we had come across a track (very faint) made by two sledges - almost 
wrtainty John and Prank’s trail of three weeks back but just in case it might 

ha* v 

e «en the original track of the Dion Party John went on to the entrance of 
“ Cgliesh B Sy. H. and I set up camp on a small beach beneath a steep mountain 
011 the side of a glacier. I climbed the moraine to see the ice picture, 
rather cramped - 3 men in a 2 men tent, but quite comfortable. 



Wit. 


on 


V * * POss 


sched: Nigel and Co. on Jenny proceeding to Roca (10 miles), 
to Dions on following day. We will fyVous at Roca later, 
and poor ice in Marguerite Bay to S. of Guebriant which they 


He 




r* * 





















ri* 


ited 


to-day 


pigtance: 
feather I 


14 miles 
calm, good vis. 


-15°. 


S* 


turd«y 


5 th July 1958 


Had a v. good day reaching Jenny Island at 3.30 p.m. after 16 miles of 
fair# r° u £k ^ ce ^ I ,m afraid we only got away at 11.30 a.m. which 

fas By fault as I slept until 9.00 a.m. Cooking etc. is v. difficult with 
; men in 2 man tent so tonight we have started the experiment of one man 
sleeping in the pup tent pitched door to door. John has gust gone off to 
bed in there. Caesar was v.g. picking a route through the brash. When 
we readied this excellent camp site on the N. shore of Jenny H. & J. set up camp 
uhile I sledged out £ mile to kill a seal. All the dogs I fed fresh seal 
to-night and we had some excellent seal steak, liver and kidney so saved a 
block of pemmican. H. got through on the sched alright. The weather has 
turned at *Y' and a wind is getting up here too. We came across Nigel's tracks 
5 mile from here leading in this direction. He is probably camped on 
S°ca Reef to-night. 

Distance: 16.2. miles 

Temp. : approx - 10°, calm until 8.00 p.m. 
a little cloud but v.g. vis. 




6 th July 1958 


N °t a very good day so we decided against travelling on to Roca. We are 
on the S.W. shore of Jenny Island. After breakfast (our second breakfast 


1 "ball explain) John and I sledged around to this shore to see if it would 





rn 














camp 


rth whil« moving camp We got back at 1.00 p.m. and we all broke 


, ctJ ae 0° these miles * We took the £ seal with us and this evening I 


t ^ another feed with ice-axe and knife for the dogs. We also had another 
f g> seal supper ourselves. I am in the pup tent to-night. V. comfy. Henry 
John g°t through well on the *68* * Nigel is at the Argy Refuge. Bryn 
has returned from Red Rock Ridge having found the first instalment of 12 boxes 


.g and 4 Rations) at the penguin Rookery - very good. 


Last night Henry did not set the alarm v^ accurately. When it went off 

be got breakfast ready. I found nyself v. tired and John (in the pup) was 

difficult to wake but we all gathered in the tent and started eating our 

porridge. While waiting for the cocoa John said "That's fu nay, ny watch has 

gone wrong. It says 20 past 3." To ny amazement mine said that too. We 

both looked at Henry who then realised that though he had wound the clock up 

he had forgotten to check the hands I 

Sledged: 6 miles altogether 
Weather: Temps. *10 to +12° 


Wind from N up to 20 knots, overcast. 


7th July 1958 


Left Jenny 11.20 a.m. - an overcast day but with little wind and good 

Vis ibin-Kr 




w 






V. nice island. 


*9 


t high and f mile long and equally broad. 


fr** 1 

I* 


th« 




top 


looking W. to the other Henkes Islands we could see no ice edge. 


Refug* 


„ thick with good fast snow surface. 

Nigel had left note to say out for the day to Dions, back this 


rcniflg* 


The 


Refuge is exactly the same as that on Millerand. At least 50 


jills 
fedro 


the 


Refuge 

found. 


^el here, little food, some shag meat collected by Franco, Muriel and 
t simmer o£ which we ate some this evening. We got through well on 

1 * 

radio. Nigel, John and Dick got back 5 . 3 O p.m. They are occupying the 
tents. They report more birds on the Dions than last year. They 
nothing of consequence. Nigel is strongly against our Faure Island trip. 


: it v Heniy is a little troubled about it at this stage too. I think the 

,, c con ditions are better than I expected we would encounter at this stage. 

Plan to leave for Dions tomorrow. 

Distance: 12.9 miles 

Weather : Temp. +10°, overcast. 

Slightly falling bar. 




8 th July 


Plan to take to Faares from Avian - 
2 men 10 dogs 30 days full rations 


3 ration boxes — 1 Dion 

6 pemnican — 3 ^i 011 

50 days fuel 

(l geny, 3 x 2 gall) 


210 

320 

100 

63 O lbs 


Argy axe ) . 

10 ft fencing wire ) 
blubber hook 

Henry*3 kinfe (sharpened) 

*68* Set and spare battery 4^ 

2 man tent 65 

2 Personal kits 60 

-hovel 5 


Total ;; 823 lbs 


1 pr crampons 3 

1 rope 4 

1 repair bag 4 

Plane table 2 

2 pr ski 


survey bag and tripod 

5 

medicalbag satchel 





















Tu« 




Camp Dion 


8th July 1958 


plans change speedily* After a thorough discussion between John and 

a T after breakfast we decided that John and I would travel on alone 

flcniy 811(1 

on#* sledge leaving Henry with Nigel*s party* Henry had weighed up the 

*ith 0110 4 

0 f this trip against his *moral* includion in the party as a doctor* 

- t being so unhappy in mind about the risks of ice involved we decided that 
just John and I should go on together. This is in a sense unfortunate in 
weakening our travelling strength and speed for it means that taking a month’s 
rations with 50 day’s fuel all on one sledge knocks up the weight to over 
800 lbs and makes us a slower moving party and if there is one thing that we 
do want to calculate for, it is speedy travel* However two men here is an 
advantage in feeding themselves and only one dog team* 

So there it is, John and I left at 1 .1*0 p*m. with a full month’s supply, 
the '68' set, an Argentine axe for sealing and a very heavy sledge* We have 
^0 taken a 10th dog, Eccles, out of Henry’s team. We travelled well for 
‘-he first 2^ mile£ and then hit a salty surface which slowed us down to a slow 
t ^ JC » We left in fine visibility but low cloud and snow closed in behind us 
*hen two miles from the Dion group, threatened to hide them from view. 


But 


we reached the islands at 4*20 p.m* after a hard pull for the 3 miles we 

to 

covered. Our load is too heavy for the long jump an /the Paure group. 


■ ^U have to depot seme here and take the chance which seems good, of 


hi 


E seal and penguin on the Faure, should we be stuck there. 

*re even at this 3 tage doing our utmost to live off the land and by 
f °rtune I found a seal, a huge seal, J mile from oanp which I fetched and 
was getting through on our nightly soiled. I fed tho dogs large 






T • * «• 







our 


pete 




d ourselves did v. well to-night on kidney and steak with 

I ^ 

biscuits saved to go with it. There is another 2 or 3 .lays food on 

|P 

apart from 200 Ins of blubber and skin. 
y e are camped on Itoperor Isled in a v. pleasant little cove and the 


oerors 


got 


too 


themselves are huddled on a rock only 100 yds off. But we have so far 
busy to have a good look at them. As John says it is strange to have 


approx 


to the Dion' now on such a different errand. John had hoped to be here 
the 9th June on a trip to obtain embryos for 3. Stonehouse at the 


correct development stage. Our thoughts are hardly scientific now for they 
right be a v. valuable food source if seal is scarce and the weather is unkind 


to us. 


The parly left at Avian Islet will remain until they hear of our return 
from the Faure. They are in a good position with an overland route back to 
the Adelaide depot. It is a good place. We have this nasty stretch before 
us of 16 miles nearly due south into the middle of the entrare to Marguerite 
Bay. The ice is not thick enough to withstand a gale and it is a long hop 
® these surfaces. But John and I know exactly what is involved and feel the 
-"isks justified under these circumstances. We don’t know that the chaps are 
011 the islands, it is just a chance but should they be there how glad I will 
^ this trip, anxious time though it is, may be justified. And the little 
experience that I have acquired put to some good use. Tomorrow we 
n ' 1 to see the group sighting on t magnetic bearing from the top of this 
“^t rock. It is 149 ft high giving an horizon of 13 miles. If the 
are not more than 3 0 ft high we will not be able to see them. »Ye 

nu , 

kLso sledge out on their bearing for 5 miles or so to test the ioe and 

8 

*■* b erg to climb and sight again. 

^iatanoe: 8 miles 







9th July 1958 



n ic« fine d ay for what we wanted to do. When the light was good 

A 

climbed the highest of the islands and I 3et up the 4 W prismetic 

enough we 

* the line of sight of the Faerres group. But we couldn*t make out the 
, lan( 33 at all* We saw open, water to the S.W. and West which looked about 
West of the position that the Faure must be. There also appeared 
^ be open water a long way to the -.outh. We sighted a berg on our course 
^ then came down to sledge a little in that direction. We did 4* 2 miles 
before turning back. The surface appeared better than that of yesterday. 

There are patches of brash but they do not give much trouble. We had a 
y. light load though. Left Wol behind to rest his leg. I hope it will not 

give him much trouble. John got through on the *68* well. Signal from 

) 

D.O.S. to say that Bladkjb) locks fix of the Faure is at least within mile and 
probably within a J mile. The weather seems good and if it holds tomorrow 
fe *iU try the whole hop to the Faure. Every effort to leave v. early. 

V'aite cold to-day - down to -24°F* 


Distance: 8.4 miles 

leather : fine, stratus over Adelaide and mainland. 
Temp. -12 to -24 F. 


rftrt lunch of biscuit and chocolate we are eating seal entirely. 

1 vis ited the rookery and saw at close quarters the emperors. Wonderful 
they have. About 150 of them all closely huddled together. 


% 


10th July 1958 






on 


Faures Islands which we reached after a hard day of fairly 




travel It was just the weather that we wanted - calm, cold (-20°)f*. 













- 4J 
























good i° e ea<3y wa ^ 3 tJirou fi h belts of pressure for another Z% miles which 
brought us to a half way point. We could still not see the Pa^re so we 
looked around for a way of climbing up an iceberg but these ones were too 
sheer. pushed on at a good pace over 2 miles of level ice to another 
prominent berg which John managed to scramble up. We had seen glintses 
of the islands swimming in mirage approaching these bergs but John now saw 
then clearly and though the ice looked rough ahead we decided to push on 
to them. The last 5 miles took hours for we had to choose a circuitous 
route manhandling the sledge over heavy pressure ice and finding gaps through 
wlls of rafted pressure between old floes. To slow us further the dogs 
set upon Alpha who escaped and refused to be caught which was v. annoying. 

in his excellent quiet and patient way, managed to catch him after a 
—?le of miles. We reached the nearest islet at 3.2*0 but could not approach 
^ ea st side owing to great pressure belts. We came back and sledged down 
7 - side on level ice and camped in a v. pleasant place inside the 


group. 


-a* been a beautiful day indeed marked especially by the return of the 




oamc up to <5 


He got through 











0** 


th«F 


were back at Stanington after a v.g. party and the richer by 


ttfo 


r» 


>t ioo- 


^kqysJ To-day I fed the dogs peinmican and we ourselves ate standard 
We saw no seal at all which is a poor sign* We sinqply need two 
good days, which is asking a lot* Tomorrow we plan to search this 
j*d grovip. The day after to return to the Dion* There we are assured 
^ food for sane time but here unless we ;find 3eal we will be hungry in 
j weeks tine* The ice from the Dions has been mainly broken up old ice. 
ro the West of here there is new level ice stretching out some wayl We hope 
we will not have drawn a blank in tomorrow’s search of these; is land. 

Distance: 15.0 miles 

Weather : Calm, ex. vis., low strata to N & W. 

Temp. - 24° %o -20°F. 

Denoted at Dion 


3 Peinmican) 
1 Ration ) 


200 lbs. 


Friday 


11th July 1938 


the 


Fatrres Camp 

^ur high hopes of a fleeting visit to these islands have gone with 
^day' s change in weather. Pretty strong wind got up last night and has 
blowing a ll day. Visibility has been poor with pretty thick drift 
air and we haven’t been able to see what effect this is having on 
% present concern is that we have found no seal yet though there 

~cAs of sea i around an adjacent iceberg 200 yds off. Had to feed 

do 

2 s peinmican but we ourselves had some seal meat to-night brought from 

V*. . 

a falling bar. 

Sjf*: + 5° to +9 °f. 


3% got through well on the sdied on voice. Sane weather 


West to NNW. up to JO knots. 
















12th July 1958 



Fa£re Camp 

cold day which gave us the chance of sledging in and around 
confusing little group of islands. We have found no indication of 

or men at all. It was -21° at 9*30 a.m. and -3I 0 at 5*00 p.m. A 


breeze from the SE. made it vary nippy outside. We had to do a lot 


digging first to free the sled g e * I left Wol and Ecclcs out of the 
j^nning but even so the other 8 took U3 along at such speed that it was 
difficult running beside the sledge and to sit for long meant rapid cooling 
0 ff t X tried to get along with cy leather gloves and ddffles but ny hands 
remained cold and I had to change for sheepskin. In this island group there are 
four, about j mile square. Others range from this size to one acre or so. 

None are higher than approx 100 ft. Ice cliffs fringe the S. end of some. 

Most of them have wind and wave swept rock exposures. We didn't visit all 
the islands but are pretty confident that the Dion party have not landed up 
here. We saw no sign of seal at all - a v. cold day of course for them to 
up. After getting back at 3*00 p.m. I walked to the top of the islet 
300 yds to the South of us. There was a belt of thick fog 8 miles or so to 
toe SW. which marks, I think, the ice edge. The ice between us and the Dions 
seeas unchanged fortunately though it is difficult to be sure. We were 

the impression that the ice linking up the islands was old ice (at least 

A 

c months) but when I dug a hole 200 yds from Camp I was surprised to find 
tost 1 ft thick and not very hard either. We hope to make return tracks 
t0 ^ Dions tomorrow and I shall certainly be happy to get that double hop 
^' r * The pressure is steady. It is cold weather; ^ohn feels it a bit 
^ feet. I nyself wish I had another vest and that By sheepskin gloves 

* 








resistant to wea±*. They hole v. easily but are v. warm# 



sledged: 8*6. miles 

feather: Breeze S.E. Temp. -21 to - 3 I 0 . 

Vis. good but mist over sea-ice in parts 


Cirrus cloud. 


Sunday 


13th July 1958 


Dions 


We got back to the Dions to-day after an anxious 3*J hours sledging 
fhich in fact proved uneventful. It was a very risky run though. At 
9,30 this morning § of the sky was clear but there was thin altostratus, 
fortelling, as John rightly predicted, a break in the weather in a few 
hours time. We left at 10.30 a.m. with the temp at -32°, a slight breeze, 

fe travelled as speedily as we could. At ‘John's berg', 5 miles from 
the ?anre islands, we stopped to discuss the weather prospects. At this stage 
several things were clear to us. The ice had cracked into large floes with 
the wind of two days ago. it was in a v. weak state, liable to go out in 
• - next gale and every J hour showed a lower cloud level and poorer 
v - -t-xiity. With 10 mi$es to go we were therefore taking rather a large 
on tryjjjg p res3 through , a chance taken too on not meeting ary 
^ e& ds between us and the Dions. The alternative of returning to the 


and 


sitting out the ensuing bad weather with a strong possibility that 


it 


Wj nid clear the ice and maroon us there did equally not appeal. So 


Hin 




g for luck we sledged on as fast as I could drive the dogs. A crack 
up ^ a f rom the Paura to the Dions and at right angles to 




tossed two leads about 4 feet wide where the dogs behaved very well. 


v ia a 

* decreased as we knew it would but fortunately no wind sprang up. 





W • "M* 















i* 

i 


in 


the 


hours • 


tiring* 


bearing on the Dions from 3 miles off when we thought we would lose 
m ^ -t and got in at 2.00 p.m. having covered the 15 miles in about 
The forced pace and constant shouting up the dogs was pretty 
It is now snowing lightly and a light wind is stirring. The temp, 

to *18° and the pressure at Base Is falling. We shall probably 


has 


gone up 


be 


here 


tOCHOXTOW « 


John arranged on the sched that a party should sledge out to the berg 
between the Dions and Avian Islet to help us with the heavy load we 
hall be taking back from here and also to serve as an ice recconaissance of 
the latter 4 miles of the next crossing. This on the next fine day. 

S ledged: 15*0 miles 

Weather: -32° to -18° clear to cloudy and complete clog 

with wind rising from NE • 

Light snow in p.m. 


today 


14th July 1958 


The weather has not broken quite as we expected. It was rather misty 
r *th light snow falling which reduced visibility to a mile or so. It cleared 
v pretty well at It.00 a.m. and we got away having loaded up the extra 4. 
viepoted here) at 12.15 p.m. Crossing the 8 miles of ice the vis. 

S°°d and as the surface was pretty fast we reached Avian Islet at 

2.15 u B 

*'“• Henry came dawn to help us with the dogs. This ice had 

•ithfif 

j 'he wind well - there were no cracks at all. The party here are 

tote tell 3 

■ u * After pitching the tent Henry and I walked % mile to a little 

to « 

West of Avian from which an excellent ramp runs iqp onto the 

^ j 

^flmont. This would be a pretty good place for a refuge hut with 
'P©ot of surveying Adelaide Island. 








this monthS 


John 


took 


i# for 


a couple of shots of the emperors just before leaving. V* poor 
them though. We plan to sledge on to Jenny tomorrow. 


Distance: 8.0 miles 

feather : Temp. -15° H*00 a.m. 

Breeze from South. Low stratus. 


Tuesday 


15th July 1958 


Jenny Island 


Henry, John and I got away at 11*30 a.m* leaving Nigel and John and 
Dick to follow. Quite good weather but dull light; calm and -I5 0 . 
fe sledged at a good pace along the ice-front of the Fuchs Ice Piedmont to 
tte rock landings 2 miles W. of Cape Alexandra. We had an excellent 

cV 

surface in I^ubeuf fjord and reached Jenny at 2.30 p.m, I saw a seal 

: 0 yds off shore and killed it and towed it into camp. I cut it up while 

• and H, put the tent up. Nigel and John soon, arrived. They also fed 

"~ exr dogs seal and we had an awfully good seal brew to-night. Henry got 

on the *63*. Disturbing news we hear from Iraq. 

ledged: 15.6 miles, good surface, 
weather: calm -15° to-10°. Stratus at 4,000 ft. 


esdfty 


16th July 1953 


Pilous day to-day crossing Laubeuf fjord to camp in Dalglish Bay 

*P. f>s 

, * It has been a cloudless day and we had about 1^ hours of sunshine, 

to .24° but flat calm. We found a route that avoided the bad 

Nl W* „ 

* 0*esar did v. well. Our party left at 10.40 while the others 

















• i'll i* 1 CMn P* ar ® terribly alow iri the morning. Nigel 




e&'$ 


hero very late. He had had to unlash and reload 6 tines after 




{ ea< ^ tine and had broken both handlebars. John got through 


on 


the 


*68* well* 


Tomorrow H. and I will sledge into Dalgfceigh Bay to visit a landing 
head of the bay. We will then try to catch the others up and 
attempt to get back to Horseshoe tomorrow, weather permitting. John 


make 


fran cracks in the feet. Self a tender nose tip. We came across 


suffering 

elephant seal at the entrance to Dalg&efch Bay. They are v. rare down 

this far south. Forgot to mention too that Henry broke the brake plank an 

yank's sledge in a bad brash area. 

Sledged: 16.4 miles 

Weather: calm, ex. vis. cloudless. 

Temps -28° to -24°f. 


Thursday 17th July 1958 

We all got back to Horseshoe after a v. full day • Henry and I spent 

the a.m. in Dalgrfesh Bay. We climbed 500* up a moraine at the head of 
the bay - v . lovely mountain and glacier scenery indeed. We returned to the 
site, packed up and followed the others* trail, leaving 12.?0. Henry led. 
^ough going for the first 5 miles in heavy brash areas but the last 10 just 
4 steady plod. Got back 4.30 p.m. Has been a beautifully calm day with 
S>s -240 to -26°. All very much enjoying good meals and fireside. 

I Distance: 21 miles 











nvnprr v ?'w 
















18th July 1958 


piW 

Spent day doing small things and sorting out a few plans for future. 

,^ e arranged with John to let us have 7 dogs - a team that Henry will look 
^ rr# It will be interesting to see how it works out. It should have an 
^ erage weight of 75 lbs or so. Immediate plans as follows: Henry and I 
leave Sunday 20th for Stonington. Call in one night at St. Martin, hflrpe tfc 
rfaC b Base Monday 21st. We will take down three extra dogs with us. 
vi£el will follow in a week's time after fixing up his sledge here. Reniy 
7 ,ill start on the feed trials straight away with 18 dogs in groups of 6 from 
Admirals, Spartans and Moomins. Nigel will come down v/ith Paddy for a 
couple of weeks at Stonington, during which time Nigel will continue down the 
coast to visit the Terra Finna if poss. and advance the Red Rock Ridge depot. 
July 25th - August 24th: Dog trial using following dogs, Spartans, Admirals 

andMoonnins, excepting Caesar, Babe, Zeta, Liz, Yana, Alma and Bessie. 

Approx. August 1st - 14 th Nigel and Bryn to Terra Pirma. Henry and Keith 
to stay on base during whole period. Self to work up survey etc. for initial 
few days and then plan Neny Fjord Recce with Fete Foster during latter part 

feed trials. 


fiturcLay 


19th July 1958 


Prepared for leaving tomorrow. Heniy had to go through the medical 
'^Ues here indenting which took a lot of time so I helped him with it. 
,lt<1 on 000k. Has been a beautifully clear cold day at - 24 ° but to 
over to-night with a rise in tern*. - not so good for tomorrow. 





Ridge Depot: Bryn has established: 



9 Rations 
26 Nutrican 
26 galls fuel. 



20th July 1958 

weather has at last broken but fortunately did not prevent us 
ettdng away unsettled though it has been. We left at 11.15 a.m. with a 
?ledge loaded with things like paint, survey gear, tracing pap dr and 
oddments. The surface has been slow and we overturned in soft snow 1* to 
1 * 6 " deep in Calmette Bay. I had to lead out in front for the last half 
nale to Cape Calmette where we are camped. We picketed the dogs and 
guyed the little pup tent in which we are spending a cramped night with 
•dead men* pickets - buried skis etc. It is very warm (tenps +10° to 
+5°). The pup tent is cosy but small. Dogs went well though Wol still 
a little lame and Cocoa slacking. 

Henry and I discussed the possibility of going back via Cape Town on 
the 'Protector* and spending a^nonth in S.A. and Rhodesia which would be 

fun. Should reach St. Martin tomorrow where we shall spend the night 

distance: 18*5 miles 

Weather : Overcast, a little snow. 

Temp. +10° dropping to +5° 

Wind NE. - breeze. 




22nd July 1??8 


*« reached St. Martin at 1.3° P- m - after 5 rather slow moving 

«now (yewterday). We were veiy weloome there and spent an awfully 










f * 4 


most of will oh was occupied in the kitchen eating beef steaks, 

2^ 


a**’ 




IOC 


pork and eggs. We managed to consume an incredible amount of food 

x i the short time. They put us up in the surveyors room which was 
t t) & 

lie d as they were paying a visit to Stonington. In the evening 
talent produced some very good songs and banjo music and when people 
off to bed at 2.00 a.m. Franco suggested we pay another visit to the 
where we soon had slabs of meat frying on the enormous hotplate and 


UllCC^ 


airfted 
kitchen 

ourselves once again with red juicy protein washed down with fruit juice, 
j *ent to bed at 3*00 a.m., Henry at 5*0° a « m « We got up late to a good 
b eakfast of biscuit, *leche dulce* and cocoa and then Lieut. Giro showed us 
around the Base buildings. It is a pretty large set up. We went firit to 
the carpentry workshop and saw a new type alloy refuge hut under construction. 
Then to the met. screen of the pagoda type which Henry sketched carefully 
in view of perhaps making one later. They do not drift up as badly as the 
Stephenson screen. Lieut. Giro then showed me the cold store building where 
their 7,000 lbs of beef is stored. The room has a refrigerating plant for 
summer use. I saw the wreckage of the burnt down hut, the engineering room 
with its electricity supplied by a diesel plant, the weasels in the weasel 
hangar and their experimental Refuge in which Gonzalez was living. We had 
bother very good lunch and then did a v. speedy load-up and left at 2.45 P*®* 
a® weather was v. unsettled but the wind slightly behind us. The top 
** gone dp to +33°F. and a moist surface made pretty fast going. We met 
^edo and another Argy, Charles, returning to San Martin. Terrific 
Pressure far out from the NE. which we circumvented. Good to get back and 
*** Keith and P.F. well, the Dining room painted and to bed 12.45 


our absence they have sledged to R.R. Ridge 26 Nutriean, 





all s 11 Ration?.. Keith has lashed up a v.g. sledge out of 

2 ^ £ 

gi&t regained whole from the okimaster and Bryn has made a good shelf rack 
In the Quiet i\Oom. Next year there are to be 8 chaps here with a gash hand 
jnechanic and gash hand W.O.M. in addition to 2 Surveyors, 2 geologists and 
doctor* We shall be getting Base *J' dogs to make 5 full teams here. 
Distance: 5 m^les 

Temps : +33 > wind 25 knots from NE., fast surface. 

Wednesday 23rd July 1958 

Spend day sorting out things in my comer and doing v. little definite. 
Keith cooked a magnificent supper of tyrkey (from San Martin) and Xmas 
pudding. Ruth on mot. Fed dogs. warm day, +32 F., mod. wind, NE. 

Bed 0130, awoke 8.45 a.nu 

Thursday ^ th Ju3 y ^58 

Henry and Keith dug out enough pemmican boxes for the feed trial. 

I developed two films this morning. One quite good but the other not v. 
successful. They were both sui-vey shots taken on the plateau. This 
evening I started going over the plateau trip astro oomputions and Henry 
U> v. kindly started to resketch all the survey sketches done on that trip. 

Tomorrow we start on the feed trial. A word about this. This is a v. 

w a v Rim is to show the relative merit of the 

“5*>rtant line of research whose aim is 

. _x» wVi-irth Henry has been sent a limited supply, 

experimental pemmican of whicn nemy 


will be divided into 3 gruuP 3 


of 6 and each group will be fed 6 one 













pflU »d block, of old type p^ioan, Nutricn and new type p^^espective*. 
P* dOE will be weighed daiiy and hia faecies oollected for drying and analysis 
t ,ok in O.K. The results are based on the comparative loss of weight of 
each dog/group and on the amount of food value the dog can extract from his 
food type.(analysis of the faecies) The final aim is to produce a 1 lb block 
of food of sufficient calorific value and with the best balance of fat, protein 
and carbohydrate such that the dog loses no condition at all in the field. 

This may not be possible without raising the weight of a one-day-dog feed but 
the nature of this feed-trial is the only way in which an approach to the ideal 
may be obtained. Keith will give Henry a very helping hand in all the tedious 
work (weighing, collecting faecies, keeping the spans clean) and oderous work 
(drying the faecies) that this involves. 

This evening Keith made a rock slide which was beautiful to look at under 
the microscope with its maze of brilliant colours - like a stained glass window. 
Be is awfully good at his job. 

To bed 0130 a.m., v. warm to-day, +22°, overcast. 

Friday 23 th Jjily 1958 

I cooked to-day and between meals carried on with astro computing. The 
^°g-feed started. Henry, Keith and P.F. weighed them all twice and Henry 
^ Keith fed them their proper blocks. The day started with a very heavy 
tbl1 of snow but cleared quite well and P.F. had a glimpse of the sun from 
^ American tower. Talk with John P. over the radio. He tells me that 
loss of the Dion party news has been released to the press and was 









broadcast over the BBC. and that next of kin have been informed 
^ nj .1 details* Secfids considers further seaching in Marguerite Bay 
unnecessary* Late to bed again, 12*30 a.m. 


26 th July 1958 


Saturday 


Of great interest is the astonishing weather that we are now having* 
It is no 1 © SS than a heatwave for these parts, regardless of the time of 


y e ar, The terap this evening has soared up to + 41 ° and is accompanied by 
cuite heavy rain. This represents a rise of over 80° in the last week! 


The present thaw is very rapid and I fear we can expect to find running water 
finding its way into the hut soon if it continues. A wind is getting up 

now tith drizzle* 

Keith’s birthday to-day. He was very quiet about it thinking none 
of us knew* I made a cake yesterday and we had fun this evening playing 
table games and a little drink. I condos ed a little poem about Keith and 



his incessant smoking and gave him a drawing block. He is an awfully good 


chap to have on a base. I helped Hemy aid Keith weigh the dogs. 

The weather is no good for the trial of course. It is quite extraordinary. 


Bed 2.15 a.m* 


27th July 1958 




raining quite hard this morning and the ten* stood at + 38 ° to 


It was 


HD 0 *, thawing fast. We prepared for indoor floods. Three of us cleaned 




I 


» 
























through the living room window. It rained hard, stopped, a wind 
ppranfi up from the N., the temp then started to fall fast and as the wind 
slowly died the sky cleared. The temp has now fallen to +2° which is a 
very g°°d thing. To-day f s barograph shows a perfect depression, 
l confuted more astro this evening. 

Monday 28th July 1953 

Very unsettled weather. It has blown up pretty hard all day and the 
dogs were too snowed up for Henry to weigh them v/ith ary accuracy. 

I cooked to-day. We had part of the Argentines* sucking pig gift this 
evening. Computed astro in between. The survey work is going a little 
slowly though. 

Temps +15° but varying widely. Unsettled weather is prevailing at all 
bases it seems. 

Tuesday 29th July 1958 

Unsettled weather of peculiar pattern. Barograph rising and falling 
on regular intervals with accompanying winds and calms - ten^s 0° to +17° 
to-day. The feed trial dogs were weighed twice before lunch and after lunch • 
H.B, Sz I moved the short span to clear snow behind the food store. It took 
Tiite a lot of digging out. The long span has yet to be moved. It was 

blowing quite a blizzard when we dug the short span out. I am getting through 
the Plateau astro comps now and should soon be able to get on with the field- 
•haet drawing. Tel. from Secfids stying that thqy oan supply a second 

Hut unassembled for next year- and extra dog Nutrioan from Ba»e *J* 

U closing. Keith on oook. • 

















Wtf ane3a*y 


30th July 1958 


To-day we moved the dog spans giving the dogs clean snow and making 
it possible for Henary to collect the faecies without difficulty. Apart from 
helping move the spans this morning I have spent my day at the long table 
writing up and computing astro camps which I shall soon finish now, Bryn 
cooked meals# He was telling me a little about his years as a printer*s 
assistant from age 16—18* then the war years followed lay coal mining for 
12 years, Spkendid chap he is* Weather still veiy unsettled but temps 
lower at zero to +18° and wind from South East, Marvellous’ irridescent cloud 
display this morning over Blow-me-down Bluff way# Pete F# is making a new 
survey ins tarument which combines on a tripod* a clinometer, compass and camera, 
it looks like being a good job, I sent off fortport. Delta and Ruth mated, 

Thursday J'lst July 1958 

Henry's experiments in full swing now. Ife has collected the dogs' faecies 
for the past 24 hours and for the next 48 hours there is the constant slow 
process of dehydration which takes £>l a c e Accompanied by a powerful smell which 
pervades the hut. We are each taking a 'watch* to keep the primus going and 
1 am to be shaken at 3.00 a.m. by Keith. I finished the astro comps to-night 
•Qd am new working on the barometric heighting of the pateau trip. This 
^ternoon Bryn and I dug out two seals that were about 4 ft under hard snow. 

1 ** hoping that the huge hole that we dug will not have drifted up by the 
li *e we can ge t at the seal pile again. The pressure fell remarkably low 
(96© mbs) but as yet we have had little wind. 



1 































fri^ 


1st August 1958 


X was up last night from 3 - 6 and at 7*00 a.m. Henry started a 3-hour 
cold-di-uresis experiment. I slept after that until lunch. The pressure 

fell to a record ’low* of 958 millibars but has since climbed again and we 
have had a fine cold day with temps -20° or so. Saw the sun again ixko. 

fe weighed the dogs and Bryn and I lifted another seal. This evening Henry 

s-K fc£\* 

operated on Iota* 3 eyelid which required everything. He gave him an 
Intravenous injection of pentathol but half way through the operation Iota 
started to come around so with difficulty this was* repeated. He is now 
sleeping in the living room with us. There is a great deal of work at the 
moment which distracts from ny survey work but I am getting through it slowly. 

Saturday 2nd August 1958 

A cold day of very good weather. Temp down to —30 • I haven*t be®i 
out for long being on cook and carrying on with survey in between. Henry’s 
operation on Iota’s eye seems a great success. He has quite recovered from 
his anaesthetic now and does not seeia troubled by the eye vt all. Pete P. 
dug out the manhaul sledge and will do some strengthening work on it. 

Sunder 3rd August 1953 

Pull gal. blowing all day with high-flying drift and zero temp. 

*'i» U a wonderful weather-proof hut, though, sunk aa it is deep into ioe and 

frifte. t hwo .pent all day correcting the Plateau Traverse and plotting it 

** the ficJdflheet in ink. This wwlin 2 Vince O'Neill at Deception came up on 
rMio nnra7i Bryn and I had a long natter about nothing in particular. 

















t jrtflit on for 2% hours, Henry did some good printing of jt a panorama from 
^ / a mountain we climbed on the plateau in May) • He has v. kindly done 
^ for me. Awfully helpful, I must get a move on with ny fieldsheet 
drawing hut it does entail a great deal of work. As Nigel has been unable to 
,vcw so far it rather looks like some change of plan will be necessary 1)1 
the rest of the month. Must go to sleep. I am getting into a bad habit of 
jdanight wakefulness and postponing slumber in an attempt to make up for the 
idleness of the clay. I can feel the vibration of the roof as the drift fly* 
&crosi! it . in the short space of a few feet there is unimagineable contrast - 
L warm comfort of my bunk, sleeping bag, my favourite books on three shelves, 
fcffle slippers and seatooot socks hanging on a prussik sling line slung across 
the entrance to the bunk as a curtain, half secluding me from the living room, 
warm still air and the ticking of a clock; and outside drift laden air 

sweeping at 5 0 *.p.h. at 40° of frost. 


onday 


4th August 1953 


1 „ 1« *h. -*>• •*”»*— “W 3 '“” 

—a «™ E. .a. W «« 1 - 1 

. +bat I spent some tine this evening 

ill help me in the map of that p 

, ^ . twiner to see possible routes from the 

ooking through the Rome photos an j o 

ordie up to the Trough or into Mobiloil bay. Henry did some more very good 

riats to-night. The wind dropped to-d*r. Tea* -5°. rather misty. 

. „ Qu ite a lot of digging to get out of the 
fiite drifted up this morning. ' 

v A m knot gale. NiS® 1 still at ’Y’. 

At *Y' they had oO Kn° v 












5th Augur, t 1958 




pine cold day, temp going down to -20°F. I worked at riy map thi3 
^rning. 3°g s weighed this afternoon and this evening H. and I collected 
faecies by the light of a hurrican lamp. Did a few prints to-night. 
Sot v. 3 ood though. 

Be d 01.30, up 7.30 a.m. 


^men t 3 teams (25 dogs ) 


4^**- 

Tent 

65 



p& P 

35 



personal 

90 



gash, 2 boxes 

60 



medical 

10 



shovels, 3* 

15 



ice-axes 

10 



ropes 

12 



pup tent 

20 



canes 

20 



survey 

100 




437 lbs 



For one month: - 

Ration 


4 - 


Nutrican 


15 - 


Fuel 

6 

galls 

For six weeks:- 

Ration 


6 - 


Nutrican 


18 - 


Fuel 

8 

gals 


3 men, 2 teams 


Tent 

65 

p & p 

35 

personal 

90 

gash boxes 

60 

medical 

10 

shovels 

10 

ice-axes 

10 

ropes 

8 

pup tent 

20 

radio 

60 


568 lbs 


210 lbs 
1050 lbs 
60 lbs 

320 lbs 

1260 lbs 
80 lbs 


-30IDGICAL JOUKNET. 

^ weeks from Wordie. 3 men, 2 sledges (14 dogs) 


Rations 4 200 lbs 

^g 8 56° l bs 600 lbs loads each 

^uel 6 galls 60 lbs 

820 lbs 


660 lbs loads eaoh 























c creeks • • 720 lb loads each. 


Geologists requ. from Wordie 
\ weeks, 3 men » 14 dogs. Rations 

Dog 

Fuel 


Rations 

Dog 

Fuel 


Ration 

Dog 

Fuel 

Other clobber - Geologists Support 


5 sledges 


5 ) 

9 ) 950 libs 

7 ) 


Trip down. 5 sledges, 34 dogs, 6 men* 2 weeks* 


4 200 
8 560 
9 100 


Trip back* 20 dogs, 3 sledges, 3 men. 1 week. 


1 , 50 ) 
3 210 ) 

2 20 ) 


360 

-HZ 

2795 

559 lbs 


860 lbs 


280 lbs 


Wednesday 


6 th August 1958 


My map coming on quite well though I fear much of the detail is taken 
from Ronne air photographs• X have spent all day indoors, sorry to say. 

This living room is very comfortable and warm and Nigel has not left horseshoe 

yet which is very tedious* My tentative rearrangement of plan is ohao 

soon after the end of the dog-feed trial as possible and when P. and I return 

from the NenY Fjord recce, Heniy, Pete and I will support the geologists 

*own to the Wordie leaving them with 5 weeks provisions from there and a 

s ®all depot on the -Terra Firman. We will make up a 5th team taking two 

*» froffi 3 n ine dog teem-,. At present Pete P. is fixing up the skimaster 

aardmul. Already «e find one bridge broken. They are most unreliable, 
talking in his sleep to-night. ‘No, can't leave it like that." 



















•W ?w 1 sAid * ""af©ty reasons” he said. "But why is it unsafe?" 

"Seven to ei fi ht feet high.” he said. Perh^as he is thinking of his 
filing days* 


'phur? day 


7th August 1958 


My day broken up between cooking meals, weighing dogs, helping Bryn 
to get a scratch bitch team to run out on the ice and sorting out a little 
traffic* Did a little survey this evening. I haven't got a great deal more 
to do on the present stage of the 'Trough Survey'. It has been very nice 

outside this afternoon with the low sun peeping through a little. Saw a mock sun 

O 

peeping over lilleranA Island. 0an*t think what sort of weather Nigel is 
waiting for to leave *Y'. They didn't leave to-day either. This evening 

I wrote out a note to Finn Ronne, leader at Ellsworth Base. He was leader 

ft/ 


here on the RARE and was also on the USASE on which <~>nt he joumi^d 

back from the South overland via the Wordie Ice Shelf. I have asked him if 
he would let me know ar\y details as to the route he took from Wordie to get 
tack to Stonington overland. The second lot of faecies burning is in 
Progress. Keith stayed up all last night. Henry staying up until 3.00 a.m. 
tonight. 


OS Llpr 10 days T 15-25th 

' ^al trip - Fuel 3 weeks. Ration 10 days, 
£'uel - 3 g a i ls 30 

Ration - 10 days 90 

68' Set 40 

d personal kits 90 

survey r 70 

i f 0 ?©® (1 fun, ij cjtt) 
r ioe axee 

box, 8 pitons 

pi ten hammer . 

? pr crampon® J 29 

mir 


pots and pans 29 
tent 43 


Total 


3 A? lbs 


=0, 




'tip 











8th August I958 


pit* 

4 little survey. Dogs weighed twice by Henry, Bryn and I. Cold, calm 
- min* tengp P* Bete and Bryn tried out the inanhaul sledge on a 
pho rt run during which two bridges broke’ The timber is useless and I 
have considered lashing up a 9 ft manhaul sledge using dog sledge parts. 
y e ith and. I spent several hours poring over Ronne photographs. Henry and Fete F. 

some Jiving lessons. Nigel did not leave to-day. I had a word with him 
on the radio. 

Saturday 9th August 1958 

Our thermometers have gone off the scales again for the temp is below 
-40°. The min. thermometer goes down to -50° though and has recorded -42.2° 
to-day* It has been a lovely day though^ slight sea-ice mist and sunshine 
for an hour or so. I took a cine of Keith emptying the gash box on the 
sea-ice. Unfortunately the mechanism froze up after a few minutes in the cold. 

Finished *11 I can do on the map for the present. Pete F. planed down 
the two skimaster runners* Will assemble the sledge tomorrow. Isigel 
heft t-day at I.30 p.m. Shouldn’t think they reached San Martin though. 

10th August 1958 

Have devised new crevasse rescue method which only awaits trial to prove 
lt *«y efficient il think. Principle as follows: the use of the ice-axe 
** * winding winch. The ice-axe in passed through the gap between the 

lhn ^..toher and the line to act as the pulling rop. is passed 






















is 

the 


400 hled. This i: nU PI ,rd the Karablner of the chap below. One end 

“ 8 bel8y t0 8 pillar of the sledge- The other is attached to 
jce «e with 8 bight around th e spike and the slack rope wound on to the 
jft. It is astonishing the weight one can pull in this method. We will 

ivrc it a g ood triai * 

To-d^y recorded our lowest temp so far; the lowest we have ever 
ftud Kin* this morning —50*1^F* It has heen below all dsy but went up 

evening to -31*8° felt much warmer. Misty with the sun peeping 
through wonderfully* Nigel and Paddy reached San Martin last night and ere to 
? t*nd to-morrow there* Pete has done a very good job on the new manhanl 
sledgs. I helped him to complete the lashings this evening. It weighs 
55 lbs which is pretty good considering its great strength (made of dog sledge 
parts). I have finished the work on the Autumn Survey having typed a few 
notes for the survey report to-dey. Quite a bit to do now in the other fields 
during next few days. 


Monday 


11th August 1958 


Did the a.m. ob. Weather wanner (-16°) and snowing lightly but steadily. 
Cou ld just see Neny Island - l£ miles away. I spent the morning digging out 
sledge and taking it to pieces, bringing it into the living room bit by bit. 
the bitches seal meat. Henry, Bryn and Keith cleaned the spans in readiness 
° r ttie third faecies collecting session. Henry is a little disappointed in the 

tn bod ^ trial which is not to imply that it could be done any better with 

W 

* Shipment and time at our disposal. But he feels that a large error creeps 
the faeoies collection. He thinks that to get first class results the 

* uX<3 Lc kennels or pens and have wooden flooring. Alternatively the 





















en t should be carried out using very few dogs to which one could give 

attention. 


,^ rev? up a small graticule on a sketch board for the Neny manhaul trip on 
p e te and I will be leaving shortly. P. has fixed up a sledgewheel 


tt80 went for the manhaul sledge. 

Nigel and Paddy at San Martin still. They intend staying there 
tomorrow too. 


Tuesday 


12th August 1958 


Beautifully fine day. Temps -25° to -8°, clear skies and very good 
sunshine. Self on cook but spent some time out helping weigh the dogs 
and taking a few feet of cine in the process. Fixed up some skis for the 
manhaul trip. Am writing up the dog book in detail. Henry*s cine camera 
froze up just when he had planned a series of dog-weighing shots. fete F. 
did a round of theodolite angles and I sketched the panorama seen from the hut 
and booked his readings. Cold job it was. 


Kanhaul Sledge 


Ration 5 days box 

20 lbs 

Fuel 4 galls 

2 6 

*68* Set 

35 

Personal 

50 

Survey, theodolite & rheostat 
chrono: 
tripod 

bag adaptation 

Survey boards 

Ronne photos 

40 

Pull weight 1. 

4 

V) ft line 
rope ladder 
filings 

5 

Ice-axen, 2. 

piton hammer) 

Ora/(g>orm \ 

6 


Lag j ganh box 

Mi*/**, acrewdriver) 20 























i' ans 

“^ical bag 
2 pr skis and sticks 
ice chisel 


25 

50 

5 

20 

335 lbs. 


^esday 13 th August 1958 

Made manhaul harness. Fixed up skis and ski sticks. This afternoon 
p e te and I manhauled across to a tabular berg j mile off which we 
climbed and practised the ice-axe winding method of crevasse rescue. I find 
it v. cold but Pete seemed inured. Got him up winding in the ice-axe alright. 

Pete*s birthday to-dsy. Keith cooked up the turkey of which we ate to 
capacity this evening. Sent off signal to Secfids about possibility of 
returning via Cape Town on Protector. Had excellent letter from home, 

Glad to hear all ny colour photos a success. 

Min. Temp, to-day -30-5°F. Slight breeze, •§ stratus, little sun. 

14 th August 1958 

Prepared for leaving tomorrow. Mended a few things and got things 
“ J £«ther. Unfortunately Nigel* s inevitable delay means that I will not have 
- ^ice of sorting out plans with him for some time. I sent off signals: 

' ‘-'tport 2) Re. Finne Rofane 3 ) Plans for season 4 ) Henry o/c here. 

i 

'' bed again having been measured for fat thickness and weighed meticulously 
7 * Pe te has not got much idea about conserving weight for manh&uling 

Fine cold day again. - 20 °. 
























. -^V 15th August 1958 

XTnfo r ^ unA ^ e -^ r wea hher was very thick this morning* Snowing heavily 
^ at best miles* I decided against leaving* We now have 8" 
f r^ 0 f t snow to pull through tomorrow. Have spent the day catching up on 
this morning and writing a sledging report on our sledging from *Y* 
jggt month and in June. As I come to write of it I find that we covered quite 
a distance - 347 miles in the 6 weeks, averaging about 12 miles. Bryn and I 
fed the bitches. Zeta who is pregnant has got a kennel of her own at the 
tireless mast. I have been feeding her milk every day in addition to her 
seal feeds. 

Arranged with Bryn that he, Keith and Paddy will sledge up to *Y* leaving 
on the 22nd this month. Bryn is keen to do the trip as speedily as possible. 
Temps today min -9°* max +fF, 8" fresh snow. Calm. 

Saturday 16th August 1958 

Pete F. and I left 10.00 a.m. though the weather was no improvement 
yesterday. It has snowed all day thickly and the vis. approx. 100 to 
^ yds at most. The surface at Ttonington about 10" soft snow. It got 
^eper in Neny Fjord to 1*3" or so and our going much slower. It was hard 
tiling all day and we only made 5 miles. We couldn’t find Postillion 

so are camped on the N. shore of the fjord on a sloping ice foot. Had to 
l7Vf ^ a way a great deal of soft snow and then pitch the tent on ice using 

for guy stays. It took 5 hours to do 5 miles. Gusty wind got up soon. 

r camping, A lot of drift but still snowing too I think. I got through 

Of, ft 

- «ched Things are busy at Base fixing up sledges. Henry gave 
























their weather for the day. Temp +25° at 3.00 p.m. Bar falling slightly. 


fhtf 


have 2 ft of soft snow over sea-ice at Base, We got awfully wet 


iVtP* t0 ' day 


— snow melting on clothing and very sweaty. 


distance: 3.2 miles 

feather : Calm, heavy continuous snowfall. 

Temps +20° most of day, Gusty wind in evening, still snowing. 


.unday 17th August 1958 

Beautiful weather but awful surface. We managed to reach pyrox islet 
a t the expense of a great deal of energy. In my relatively unfit state I felt 

veiy low at times. 4^ miles in 6 hdurs sledging. To-night we observed stars 

P«r *y" ^ 

for azimuth and Portion Line. Until midnight. I got through to Bryn after 
some delay as a valve in the receiver had jumped free and I couldn’t hear him. 
Pete F. pretty fit. Fine day - cloudless in p.m. 

Temps +5° to -10°. Calm, ex. vis. 

Sledged: 4.4. miles 

Surface: 1 ft breakable crust snow heavy. 


Monday 18th August 1958 

Thought we had another good day to-day but a strong wind got up as we 
were in the middle of a theodolite round and I was covered in drift as I finished 
off a sketch of the surrounding mountains. We fetched some heavy stones from 
hearty and weighted the flaps down as well as anchoring the crown of the tent 
c the sledge by a manhaul trace. Wind blew pretty fiercely all p.m. 

*111 be doing the surface a great deal of good but hope it won't confine 

° l<5rit to ° long for we have only 2 days more food in this box and must 

the depot. 




















t thr»*fi h t0 Biyn ° K to “ ni g ht * Quite calm at Base apparently but they saw 
J0U d of drift coming down Neny Fjord. 

T<# aps +15° or s0 * 

^jnd up to full gale at 3*00 p.m* Heavy drifting. 


rpuesdftf 19th August 1958 

The first thing we did this morning was to find the depot which was on 

8 small island hidden by bergs. It was a mile to the depot. We dragged the 

gjupiy sledge. This depot is not in a good position at all. The islet is 

too small and low. Two bits of brash lay at the foot of it. All the boxes 

seemed undamaged though. yte took one foodbox and hauled back to Camp. 

Pete took some photographs and a couple of compass bearings. We then loaded 

up and manhauled across the fjord to the S.E. comer. We sledge around the 

area of disturbance which projects about 1 mile into the fjord. Huge 

crevassed bergs here have calved off and the sea-ice is pretty cracked. We could 

’ind no approachable shore campsite so are encamped on the sea-ice which I think 

is pretty safe. We killed a small seal this evening and had a seal hoosh. 

was a slow haul across the 3 miles from pyrox on a surface which has not 

proved greatly in spite of the wind. V. warm day and occasional peeps of 

"unshine. Clouded over to-night. Flat calm. Got through well on the sched. 

ra % on the other end. The route up does not promise to be much good I fej\r. 

cliffs and v. crevassed. 

• eather: CaJjjt cloudy, +15°* 

Distance: 3*3 miles plus 2.0 miles to depot. 














20th August 1958 


t*' 


*?d^ T 


j <un rtfi&nded da y® last July (a year ago) when Sandy and I got 

1 » 


. ^ heavy snowfall on the Lallemand Shelf ice. A.11 last night it 

c *u* bt 

gnd all this morning. I decided to move camp to the shore a mile West on 

to the Reraus glacier, partly to get off the sea ice and also so as to 

th« 

route up the Remus glacier and concentrate the next few days on that. 

ftt tei«P t * 

Tear that the Neny glacier exit from the * trough’ is out. We struck 
jt I s cl 

. n the weather cleared at 2.30 p.m. It took 2% hours to cover a mile 

c emp 

the pledge dragging like a log in 2 , 6 M of soft but heavy snow. We have 

fitn 

juped on a sloping ice-foot a few feet above the tide-crack. It took an hour 
shovel a reasonable platform for the tent. With the surface as it is we 
sar . bare ly haul the sledge at all. It is most irksome with days as precious 
* th<y now. I got through on the '68'. 5 ecfids holds out hope for a 

passage an Hie Protector. Dog trials end day after tomorrow. Amazingly warm, 

not quite thawing. Tenqps +28°, calm, overoast. 

Distance: 1.1 mile, 2'6" soft snort and slow surface. 


Thursday 


21st August 1958 


Snowed more last night with a v. little wind. Rather like yesterday 
the weather improved and at 1.00 p.m. we set off on ski and got about 3 rales 
long the coast to the entrance to Remus glacier. Here we found a steep 
r *“I' which would probably provide access to the glacier alright. 'Ve noticed 
‘local wind blowing drift down Neny glacier and across the Pyro* Islets. 

'«lte Clli0 all duy on thi3 side of the fjord. Cood seal-liver-pemmioan a tew 

























^nigh** ?ryn dld n0t COme <Jp on 3hed to -'‘i(Sht though I listened from 

$ to 7»3° P* ra * heard some good music broadcast from Base 
7 *^ 

P* m# Cloudy, slightly unsettled, 

Stance: 5 miles. Surface v. bad; 2»6" soft snow. 


yridUfiT 22nd August 1958 

We tried to make the best use of the day by climbing up the little glacier 
behind our camp. It was calm here this morning and snowing a little - the 
surface still as deep , soft and difficult as before. A wind was blowing 
down the Trough and sweeping across Pyrox. We came down from the glacier 
-^en the vis. deteriorated badly and spent the p m. in camp. We seem here to 
be out of the track of the main 'down Trough wind* but this evening it has 
reached us and is blowing quite hard which should do the surface a lot of good. 
Henrv came up on sched to say that Bryn and Paddy left and are spending tnc 
evening at San Matin. It took them 2j hours to get there. Dog trials over, 

Nigel has overhauled the engine. 

Teaap: +5°. Calm until 3*0° Gust y wind 20 knots 10 * 00 P * ,# 

Sufrace: 2* 6" soft snow. 


'aturday 


23rd. August 1958 


The wind was still sweeping dawn the Neny glacier this morning but as it 
■ in we decided tc retrace cur tracks up the little glacier behind us. 

V* to the col on ski in 2 hours. Unfortunate^ tire vis. was rather poor 

... „ 4.U T—r part of the Remus glacier which looks v, 

got some idea of the lower paru u 

v . , , + , on p# m. and on Pete's suggestion set off to 

We came down at 3*'-* J * 

w .. , +Vl ^ Nenv glaoier. It took i an hour to get to 

Hirle * route* up the 


was 
















24th August. Returning from ITeny Pjord Recce. In the photo 
above the entrance to h T eny Trough can he seen at the head - Jl 
of the fjord and the plateau and Beehive H ill in the distance. 
Below. The windswept outcrop of Postillion Rock with ii ed Rock 
Ridge hevond. 





















ioe cliff* foci where we put on crampons and roped. We climbed a steeD 
tfr ff ^ 

TStap 5° fi hi fi h 811(1 thei1 proceeded to cross the foot of a small entrant 
*ier iecending from Dudley. This was mainly wind3wej>t glare-ice and the 

gia 

eVft? ses were obvious but getting onto the snow covered strip of glacier 
the ?ide of the Neny glacier the going was v. treacherous Indeed. 

■■'here were many cracks - all covered over with 3 ft of 3now which with a thin 
on top made probing veiy difficult. Unfortunately we could not go as 
far as we would have liked for it 7/as getting dark. We each put legs through 
cracks on the way back and considering the treacherous surface I think we were 
lucky t0 get down with less difficulty Pete is pretty keen to spend a full 

car doing a roped recce further along but I don't think it worth it a) the route 
is out for our return from Trough in the Summer, b) if he thinks of making use 
of this route next year he would have to recce it again anyway because the 
rate of change at the glacier front is so great. 

Henry came up on sched but could not read me. 

Weather: Temps. -1°. Cato but strong wind coming down Neny glacier. 

Surface izrproved with crust (breakable,. 

Recce : 5 miles. 


24th August 1953 


Po ytillion 

, , . n«o<» Verv v. tedious first mile 

To-day we started trekking back to Bas . T 

. . , An \m to knees and sledge not sliding one bit. 
breakable crust sinking m up 

. , , „ , nout gtruck windswept, snowfree sea-ice and atepp 

^ on reaching the glacier >n 

, 4 td r> m Here we picked up the theodolite 

* good pace to reach Pyrox a 

* _ «_.. fViM 


^—- 

, u i«d on towards Poptillion Rock. Over some of the 

accessorI ch and manhanled on 

, 1+ the show sastrugi surface was fatiguing, 

.Joyed herd ioe but the 


eu j i_/y -- . 

„.. d .. expeoted a ole«- starry nU^t her. 
hm been . beautiful afternoon and 












fot - »**• but ik ° ver rapid^ and la now blowing down 

fjord. 1'ete did a round of angles (illustratien, tms-teaf) I got 

tfilW 1 t0 t0 say We Might be ^ tomorrow. Zeta has pupped 5 bitches 

3 dogs and is well. My sledge is in pieces in the living room. 

Weather; Tenps zero. Vis. 0900 poor (l mile) 

1100 10 miles 
1230 excellent 

Calm all day, wind from East. 8.00 p.ra. 20 knots. 

S ledged: 7• 85 miles 

Surfaces, 3 miles excellent blue ice, 4 miles breakable crust 
ana rather slow sastrugi. 




Monday 


23th August 1958 


Awful day. The fiercest wind I have ever experienced with vis. 2 ft. 

The tent is standing on a pedestal of snow and anchoring it is t*. difficult. 




v, worried that it mignt not last the night* V. little snow left above rock 
level now. The gale must stop soon or the tent is a gonnerl I estimate 
mean speed at 35 knots with awfully strong gusts. Has ,not let up once for 
20 hour's now. Little sleep. 


J2 .oth August 1958 


^ ednes day 

!tonington 

Before turning into my comfortable base-pit I shall attenpt to record 
events of the last two days on Postillion Rock. I did not manage to 
diary up during the time. When we arrived at the island on 0 unday 
'®ning the weather was still beautifully fine and while P. put up the survey 
I and took a round of angles I erected the tent* X put it up on a smooth 


•urf 


a 


of snow - a patoh which was surrounded by rook and snow mostly 










































f ea t deep. We intended doing an a^tro-fix here but soon after 

#*** ' 

it olovided over very rapidly and at 9*00 p.m. a wind got up coming 

,, Trough and blowing straight down. the fjord. It gathered strength 

ft* 1 

^ id 2y reaching a full gale by 10.30 p.m. and raising thick drift. It 
terrific force at midnight and we got no sleep with the noise inside 

nt and the wild banging and flatting of the ventile. At 3*00 a » m * i 

the tenu 

-ded to go out and check the guying and snow on the flaps. I went on hands 
. ri ees crawling around the flap. Though I could not see more than a 
■v- .le of feet through the drift I soon found that the tent was in a v. 
insecure state. The theodolite, tripod and food box had blown off the 3ide 
0 - All the large snow blocks had gone and the wind was eroding rapidly around 
the base of the tent tending to undercut it. The outer flap flapped loosely 
and the pegs could not hold it. I tried snow onto the flap but the 

blocks were carried away in the wind. Having re-tightened the guys putting 
a turn around each toggle I came back In and thawed out over the primus. 

After breakfast Pete roped up and went out to see what he could do. He stayed 
out sane time altogether poking his head through every so often to shout his 
frooedure and how he was getting on. He first of all reported that the 
tent wan rapidly becoming undermined and was already standing on a pedestal of 
wo* getting undercut below the flap level and that some of the gays were no 
^ger holding as the snow was eroded aw W leaving little above rook level, 
fc then set about belaying the sledge as best he could with, air i°e-axe and using 
** aanhau! trace he passed it over the cover of the tent a, a top rope. 

V he came in his face and wrists were amazingly iced up. He was wearing 
* maak which protected his face well but his wrists got frostbitten 
I ; covered thin later at base when he showed me rings of blisters around 












# d 




W© passed the rest of the day anxiously listening to the 




h - ( ,h showed no sign of slackening for a single minute,its incredible 
The foroe filled the back wall like a sail with such power that it 
ible to tighten the back guy but ouV chief concern was the erosion 



f* . 

on which the whole stability of the tent depended* I went out again 

of the s 

00 p.m. just before dark* I belayed the sledge further with a 
.-ufrnan pair of crampons and used the second manhaul trace to help support 
• v^ck gup* 1 also brought in the other pair of crampons which we later 
in the flo° r centre of the Tent and iced them in as a very good 

•icket for the centre line from the comer* I could do little about the 
undercutting of the flap which flapped violently and was tom in several places. 

fe spent an anxious and sleepless night not being able to ignore the fact that 
the tent was rapidly becoming v* insecure and that if the gale continued long 
enough there would be nothing left to hold it once all the snow had gone* 

The wind kept it up all night and in the morning Pete wn)et out again, 
roped as before. This time he passed ropes around the tent and finding the 
tent standing on a pedestal of snow with the flaps hanging straight aovwi over 
the sides he hung boxes on the tapes and passed in lines from the flap tapes 

tc be lashed to the middle 'deadman* picket. 

In this way we spent our effort fighting anlosing battle againit the gale 
*ich was now deeply undercutting the pedestal of snow on which our tent was 
Inched. Then a factor in the wind and drift worked to our advantage. The 
** ^tting between the walln packed thick drift inside the layers which 
*** hard to form a very solid wall. My side of the tent was so undercut 
^ * crack opened to allow drift into the tent. I filled the hole with 
I * We discussed procedure should the tent be blown aw*y ar oolite, 











ft* v* important that the gale should abate and fortunately at 6,00 p.m 


fV ‘ en ^ n ^ ° Ur ° Ur brief lull (about 30 secs) every five minutes 

j ibi'®® hours later it calmed to a strongish wind and then died aw?y. 

„ he wall 3 had so sagged in and were packed with drift that the inn^er tent 
.pan measured approx. 4* x 4* and in this cramped space we sal all night and 
aos ed. both dozei once while the lanp was burning. It must have fallen 
off the box and I was wakeded by P. with ’FIRE PETE**. Some spilt paraffin 
wa? burning on my bag - soon extinguished alright but holes in ray bag cover. 

Bag veiy wet indeed. We breakfasted at 6.00 a.m. and three hours later had 
taken down the tent, found our bits and pieces and sledged back the 6 miles 
to Base in poor visibility. Sol have described in fair detail what was 
at that time an alarming prolonged experience. At one time I didn*t think 
the tent stood a chance. Also equally aware that there was no shelter on the 
island at all - all ice-glazed rock and glare-ice - no chance of digging a snow 
hole and the chance of surviving long in our type of issue sleeping bag 



(open at end) in these conditions^ small. I find out the mean temp at Base 



during the period was zero and that the bar went down to $60 millibars. 

A 

Henry and Nigel are well. I helped H. get out with his team on a 


practice run arid dug for some seal. I an sure I will sleep v. well to-night. 





























T hur*W 


28th August 1958 


S tonington 

j served up meals. Did met ob. at tO.OO a.m. Temp up to +3^° an 8 
’lowing 20 knots from NE. Henry, Pete and I had a go at raising seal but a 
nasty spell of weather brought us back into the hut after an hour's digging. 
t discussed plans with Nigel. He quite rightly feels that for both he and 
Keith to work in the C. ^ersgy lirea together is wasted opportunity. We have 
revised plans somewhat and though have yet to put than to Bryn and Keith they 
seem pretty good, 

Priiay 29th August 1958 

Very interesting confidential tel from Secfids. Next year new hut being 
sent down - design something as follows: 


5o r 



* new hangar 70' x 75', 4 builders and 8 others made up: 2 Geologists, 

* 3ur *eyors, 1 medic, 2 WCMS, 1 mechanic. Base complement of 12. Following 

tkJ ' 1 939/60 two aircraft (Beavers) being sent down with flying and maintenance 

||| 

What scopeJ Beef Ida wishes to know details as to site for hut and 

















lin ^neoess«xy» This has came as rather a surprise as I thought there 


. qe schemes had beau indefinitely postponed. Wonderful prospect though. 


To-day had quite a full outdoor d*y. Henry and I raised 3 seals from a 




on Bryn's span. He arrived with Keith at 4*00 p.m* while H and I were 
in ins his team (H's) in Back Bay* They had taken 4 hours to come from 


training 


t Martin - veiy poor visibility with incessant snowfall* Bryn said his dogs 
had not done very well all told* S low surfaces. I brought in two runners 

a d two bridges to go to make up my 'new* sledge which I must start lashing 

forthwith. 

Magnificent Luna halo this evening - full moon with a complete halo ring, 

2 mock moons on the diameter and a cross of light with the arms pointing at 
the two mook moons* 



Tomorrow must see what I can do about finding suitable hut site but v. 
difficult at present owing to deep fresh snow covering all* 


Weather: Slightly ^indy, gersistent snow* 


Temps +20 to +2 * 


30th August 1958 


Has been blowing strongly most of the day and for much of the day it 
k fi °t only been undesirable to go out but impossible owing to the complete 


up of the back door (our only exit), After Henry had spent a 
'•'luou* hour digging a way through Pete P* and I did some photography• 

















^ 20 ft of oin« trying to capture splendid drift effects. Henry, Pete 
. hi“J a around t le i 'l^id for possible base hut sites and I made out 

|j)d * 

-yifi sign" 1 3<>nt ° ff 13l7n * this svenln 8 giving details of sites with pros 
* «’ ns etC * 

j started to wr\ok on my sledge but finding that the 2 skimaster runners 

1 had brought in were of very different pliability I waited to get in the 

^g r runners for a comparison. I wrote up more of the sledging report on 

^-guerite Bay trips today. Had a v.g. sched with John Paisley asking him if 

it. night be possible for 2 'Y f chaps to come down in mid November to take Nigel 

•jr to *Y' for him to finish his geology there. 

Wind - full gale, drifting N.E. 

Tenp. zero. Quite clear. 

Sundae/ 31st August 1958 

Very fine d^> r for a change* Day started a bit late I*m afraid. I got . 
town to lashing my sledge. Bete'F. kindly assisted this evening aid it in 

shape fast. I had to reshape all of the bridge pillar wedge ends to fit 
^ skinaster runner slots. I have decided to chance using skimaster runners - 
^client turned up runnel's but v# poor wood and craftmanship* 

J ^ e dge now made up as follows: 

2 new skimaster runners 

2 new bridges 

3 Anvers bridges 

4 Anvers longitudinals 
Anvers handlebars 
Anvers brake 

^ new cowcatcher. 

,J <*nd Pryyj toolc ^heir teamn out on a 5-mile training nan. I helped them 
and ty^en took 5 foot of cine of Bryn ooraing in. Quite fey ohanoe 











0* 


r& 


n' : 


jjnK 1 * 


VoCl^ 0 ^ came ^ Base 'Y* sched and we had a good talk learning 

0 f tilings about *J' this year. Two of their three teams are supposed 


to 


be 


tf** 1 


pro # 1 


coming here next year but apparently the 2 surveyors there wish to take 
^ t h them to , W* in which case we would get 2 , W* temms. 

NigC l made a v.g. curry supper. Henry tells me that Alma is likely 
- what a nuis cancel 


Temp 


-16°. Quite calm. Good vis. Pretty good surface after winds, 


tfonday 


1st September 1958 


Self spent ell dsy at my sledge and to-night it is completed apart from 
pope lashings. Biyn cook. Nigel serviced the engines. A curious infection 
now apparent amongst a few of the dogs. To-night Bryn brought Epsilon in 
for Henry to look at. He has a bare patch of skin 8" by V* under his throat. 
Havei*t noticed it at all amongst my dogs and hope it is not too serious. 

Hfreryone working indoors to-day. Henry has completed the re—writing of all 
obs to date in a new book. He also sketched m colour the excellent 
toon halo of a few nights ago. 

Weather: Temps. -15°. Calm, cloudy. 


^e$4ay 2nd September 1958 

1 find the makings of odds and ends to a new sledge takes some tine. 

1 most of the day at this, making a grommet, a night trace for 2 dogs, 
Mth »g • piece of plywood over the gap at the rear of the sledge, sewing * 
'*' t W protective sleave to the hauling traoe, putting on lashloop lin. and 
etc. Apart from the sledge wheel attachment it is now oc«s>l*t« % 












of this skin infection. 

0 




a seal which is v. good. Keith wanted to inspect a rock outorop 


H. says that Cocky actually broke his own trail out front which is 


there. 



been a fine cold day, tenop. -21 • Sunshine for six hours. 


3rd September 1958 


Wednesday 


Dug down to open the living room window this morning and got my sledge 
out with assistance. Actually I took a series of cine shots of the operation 
to show how conplicated the procedure is. Nigel 1 s slegge took the place of 
line. It has been a beautiful day though cold in the shade. Keith, Pete 
I and I went across to Roman 4* 1 exercised the Admirals which they thorougnly 

I enjoyed. Rather slow surface. Beautiful lights. I took some cine shots. 
Attesting to change the spool over I dropped it (the spool) and had to sacrifice 

[ 4 couple of feet of film. 

This evening I made some repairs to sleeping bag cover and lilo arrangement. 

ffaursday 4th September 1958 

"elf cook. Washed some clothes. This evening P.F., Keith and I sorted 
the Ronne photos and I made out an Inventory of them. Bryn and I fed the 

II 

Overcast day,,and quite cold 


Sent off signal re. 










Nd0 


^Tmirney and Support, 


Rations 

l^itrioan 

Fuel 


8 

14 

16 galls 


Ration Items. 



and extra for Survey 
a Depot. 

INqpv 


8 

14 

Fuel 16 

(Ration 1 
(Fuel 1 geny 


2 j HcgnFte Survey Trip at Wordie, 550 lbs made up as follows: 


6 Dog 420 
2 Man 100 
2 Fuel 25 

545 lbs 


arid Regnets 3 week Depot run. - 6 Dog 420 

> 3 Man 150 

6 galls 80 

65 O lbs• 

C-iving loads:- Admirals 85 O lbs 

Moaning 65 O lbs 

Geology end Support 

^ Take from Base Man 3 (Nigel) 

Dog 6 

Fuel 3 x 2 galls. 

Hck up r,r # r # Depot: Man 6 

Dog 8 

(14 galls) Fuel 3 gerey* 1 * 2 gall. 

^ave at R.R.R.Depot: Man 7 

Dog 18 

Fuel 3 gezTY oans 


oheoked correct 1 (y 9/58 






Ropes 


t(?r and I with Admirals and Moomins 


55 lbs 
20 lbs 
25 lbs 
60 lbs 

25 lbs 


6 lbs 


Tent (ne« "hit' 2 man ) 

pup tent 
P & P box 

personal kits, slings etc, 
'h box - primus & meths ( 
Ga - 8 pitons 

2 pr. crainpons ( 
rope ladder ) 
1 full weight) 
lhalf wieght) 


Xce axes 2 
Skis 

Ice chisel 
2 shovels 


6 lbs 
16 lbs 
3 lbs 
8 lbs 


224 lbs 


Survey gear: 

Theodolite 

Tripod 

3 


36 lbs 
18 lbs 
4 lbs 


Friday 5th September 1958 

Spent all day indoors preparing things. Mounted field-sheet. Keith 
nas developed an absess, H. thinks, behind one of his teeth. Great nuiscance 
* or him and it is likely to delay us a bit I think. This evening J.P. read 

^ r «port on the Dion Party over the R.T. Very good it is - comprehensive. 

S 

ftyn took 3 dogs out - Mooj*e as leader seems quite promising. Temp up 
C * Dull day (weather) • 


tji % 6th September 1958 

had to postpone leaving date owing to Keith’s trouble with his 
''■v 

Henry i 3 gluing him a course of penicillin injections and intends 

^ tooth out. 
















H* c 




.et * ut 


ft# 




ff 


Grc ftt 


^ a beautiful day. Spent this morning indoors drawing jip a graticule 
this afternoon Bryn and I cut up 34 feeds for the dogs. Fed them and 

9 Nutrican and 4 Ration boxes for the trip. I filmed the dog- 
digging the boxes. Intend a sledging sequel usin£ 4 reels or so. 
r e of sewing machine this evening - all sorts of clothing repairs in 

Heniy has made a v.g. camera bag with zip. I have sewn a zip pocket 


,rogr«ss* 


P : 


onto 


another pair of windproofs. Keith in bed all day with temperature. He is 
to read some heavy-looking geology textbooks though. 


paging 

Nigel on cook. Had trouble with the stove. It went out last night, 
rrate is in a v. bad state. He has repaired it a bit but it won't last 

long he says. 

Beautiful weather: Sunny, temp zero, slight breeze. 


Sunday 


7th September 1958 


Heniy has successfully pulled Keith* s tooth and he is now rapidly on the 
&end so we plan to get away the day after tomorrow. <e have alj. < en ge>.- 
r *ing? prepared and have been busy. X attached sledge - wheel, prepared p&p box, 
clothing, sleeping bag repairs, skibinding, adjustment, photographic gear etc. 

Has been a calm overcast day. There remains much to do tomorrow. 


AIMIRAIB Base to R.R. Depot 


lent 

2 Ulls 

**ru U 

1 tkj 
thovei 

’ ^ 1 

iV** 


2 Nutric«n 14-0 
2 pers onal 60 
2 ice axes 6 
ice chis el 3 

oamera bag 0 
repair bag 8 
banner 3 
sledge oomp. 5 


1 Man 
Rucksack 


52 

10 (block & sling 

! 2 prussicks 
1 sling 
sketchbo&rd 
3 spare harnesses 
Compass 
/Abney level 
iField book 
(binoculars 











tent 


fOF 


all* 


2* 

jice 

triP°“ 


axe 


20 

2 Nutrioan 

%O 

1 man 

52 

22 

1 personal 

30 

Rope half 

3 

3 

snowshoes 

6 

1 pr ski 

8 

4 

camera bag 

8 

hammer 

3 

10 

gash box 

35 

theodolite 

36 

18 

1st Box 

40 




sorrt jarometer 1350 

5 handel 
2 alme nacks 
2 Geog# Jnls 
Coup* book 
protractor 
drawing pad 


Rheostat 
5 choc 

Hints & Star chart 

Obs book 

Scale 

Ronne photos 
100 ft* tape 


8 th September V5& 

Monday 

Full-scale preparations for leaving tomorrow. The weather is not at all 
proniising I fea*. V. low pressure indeed at the moment and it is blowing a 
bit to-night. Temp, up to +30°P* This year it seems the weather is always 
poor before leaving. We will have good light loads to R.R. Ridge where we 
load up at the depot. Nigel has still quite a bit to do but is getting things 
After supper we tidied the hut up and lifted most things off the floor. 
F «uy has been v. busy and has still much to do. He is taking our fat thickness 

knight with weight. 


Tuesday 9 th September 1958 

I’, afraid we didn’t leave owing to incessant snowfall and poor vis. 
***p«)t a lazy day. The pressure went down v. low last night to 9AB »n<l 

*** 'inoe been rising steadily. A fresh foot (12 inches) of snow has 

















RUr ^* ace v * indeed* H. did some printing this evening — 

ojne good indoor shots he has taken* 

Temps +9 “4°* Little wind, 1 ft* snowfall. 

Aednesdaj' 10th September 1958 

Geological Wordie Support Trip 

I got up 7.30* Travel day but not v. good weather* It took us some time 
to get away* Leaving the hut vacant one has to take the precaution of lifting 
eveiything off the floor free from the danger of being iced in* Two spans 
had to be raised on barrels. Nigel was remarkably slow getting his things 
togethhr and sledge loaded. I left at 1230 followed by Bryn and Keith with 
the Spartans* Nigel and Henry left at 1.30 p.m. I had to wait frequently 
en route but on the whole Bryjn. and I kept together. Pretty slow surface to 
the NW* comer of Neny but things improved greater then — a fine surface across 
Neny Fjord* Some sunshine and v. enjoyable sledging with light load and 
dogs going well. I did some survey and took a few cine shots. We reached 
the depot at 4*00 p.m, and decided to continue on to tf\e refuge Islands. 

At the depot the three Wordie sledges picked up supplies. 

Nigel - 3 N. 4 man. 1 gerry 

Henry - 2 N. 1x2xgall. 

Self - 3 N. 2 man. 1 gerry. 


R.R.R* Depot 


10th September 1958 


Maa 7 boxes 

Dog 18 boxes . 

Fuel 4x3 galls (3 gerries; 

n « surface onto the llefuge Inland* was v. good indeed (4.25 miles). 

n * Tie, deteriorated as we approached the group and it started snowing l»it 






















10th September. The site of 
the fled Rock Ridge depot* 



Belov/. 15th Sept. Gamp in 
a wind near Gape Berteaux. 


[ 

























Nit# tomorrow we continue to Black Thumb. Admirals load to R.R.R. Depot 

, (9 miles) 450 lbs 

Depot to Refuge I. (4 miles) 800 lbs. 

Distance: 13*25 miles. Good surface. 

Weather l Calm to breezy, vis. 20 miles down to 1-g- miles. 

A little sun (2 hrs). A little snowfall. 

Temps +40 to +10°. 


Thursday Itth September 195$ 

Camp 2 


Trying day. Pete and I had to wait 3 J hours before Nigel was rea^y. 


incredible though it sounds. v/e got away 1*30 p.m. dead reckoning on course 


to Moraine Cove. Snowing quite hard - no coast visible. Nigel’s load far 


too heavy. After 3 miles Henry and I each took a box of Nitrican. This 


seemed to make little difference. I was still drawing away from the Churchmen. 


* then to °k 2 Nutrican and I man ration and K. another 2 Nutrican. The 
A&nr&ls did awfully well with this heavy load of 950 lbs at least, but we 
;j Sged down several times. Nigel’s sledge seems to be in v. poor shape but 

* fon’t think his dogs are doing v. well. I was banking on his team taking 
vlC ma in load on this run. We covered 7*5* miles in 6 hours. Snow 2 feet 
kep but a crust which bears one on ski and bears the sledge when weight is 

than 800 lbs. Camping on the sea-ice half way to Moraine Cove. 

leather: "light breeze from W. Snow fell 6 hours. Vis J mile to 
8 miles. Temp. 4 - 10 O. 

Surface: breakable crust over 1* 6 " soft snow, 4 n powder on top. 
Distance: miles. 









12th September 1958 

ftiW Camp 3 

pother tedious3y slow get away this morning. Pete and I while waiting 
. c( j and took a round ofl angles. 4 fine morning but wind blowing down 

i.)CCv 

and Yfindy valley. We got away 12.30 and waitdd a mile ahead for N. and H. 

Jleny * 

catch up. Surface slow and I had to give 3 boxes to N. and H. On rounding 

tc ™ 

. ^and ice piedmont we ran into wind and drift which became so s trong that 
^ had to camp. Vis. 30 yds or so. I decided it wise to pitch only the 3~ man 
tent in which we are all cramped to-night. It is not pleasant canning on this 
stretch of ice but no alternative in present weather. Only 2 miles to Moraine 


Cove. 


Weather: Temps +J*6° to +20°. 

Calm to mod. gale. Wind from E.S.E. 

Distance: 6.0 miles. 

Didn't mention several narrow cracks which gave a little trouble. 3uster and 
^ had to be pulled out. Hope no lie-up ahead v. much. 


"atur&^v 


Camp 4 


13 th September 1958 


ind abated in early hours of morning. We got away at 11 .30 a.m. 

■ ier uncomfortable night. Weather deteriorated all day but we have had a 

Kfet r 

P^-itable day*s run. Camped at Query Islet having covered 17 miles to-dey. 
“Doyed an excellent surface for the 8 miles across the mouth of Windy Valley. 

1 f ^ 


aped across this stretch but the surface deteriorated tow;\rds the 


*uth 


Mikkl^son Bey and the last 5 miles were very tedious. I have nearly 
U 'J Voioe witjt .houting up the dogs. Much of the oourso was * blind* in 

K y , 

^lJlty so that 1 waa unable to toko in the country to the East. 


















Th(? re 110 landin S Query Islet. It is an ice-covered island - steep 

pioled* We are camped again on sea-ice. The dogs were fed two blocks each 

feather: Tesjgp. +15°» Calm all day except breeze in mouth of 
Windy valley. 5 hours snowfall. 

urface: Excellent to tedious breakable crust and soft snow. 

Distance: t7*0 miles. 

% 

Sunday 14th September 1958 

Camp 5 

Haven*t made much distance to-day. Did 4 slow miles and reached 
Keyhole Islet. From the camp this morning Pete and I sledged to the ice-cliff 
edge behind Query Islet to look at the landing there but it was v. steep indeed. 
We got back to camp before the others were ready. We all got away at 12*30 - 
vis. poor and no definition in the snow at all. We couldn*t take a straight 
course to Keyhole but had to circumvent a disturbed area of bergs and ridges. 

We reached keyhole Islet at 3*00 p.m. and here I decided to leave a small 
reserve depot of one ration box and 4 galls fuel. Nigel knocked off a rock 
specimen. To get to the islet we had to cross a 3 ft wide crack and there 
was an open tide crack all around its steep sides which we could easily cross. 

The depot is laid on the Northernmost flat rock of the islet approx 15 ft 
above the sea-ice. We intend going further but it started to blow so we 
Pledged to a suitable point on the windward side of a tab berg and camped. 

* ds approx. 3* 6 W of snow above the sea—ice hei e* Xt i-> ea-y v o pui«h 
*’ ioe-chisei down to its full length but one only sinks in a foot on foot 
^ none at all on ski. To-night Nigel is making a determined effort to 

5 ''‘t«ct ’Y* on the 119. We haven’t made oontaot yot. Last -»ohed tie 

••lver faulty. 






tt '-rtther: Temps +16 to +24 . Calm to 15 knot wind. Drifting, 
Vis. 10 miles, cloud base 500 ft, 

;urf ace: Breakable crist. Slow, tedious, 
pistance: 1,8 miles recce sledge. 

4,0 miles Query to Keyhole, 



Camp 6 


15th September 1958 


Weather still a complete 'white out' this morning. We got away 12,30. 

fearfully late starts still. Travelled blind on calculated course; though we 

r 

^re following the ice-cliff around to C. Bearteaux it was v. difficult to distin¬ 
guish between bergs and ice-cliff in the poor light. 7/e made 3 miles before 

lunch. The surface off C. Beiteaux improved markedly but as we sledged a wind 

/ 

got up and it was soon difficult to keep the 3 sledges within sight of each 
other. We did 4 miles in the last hour and camped early at 4*50 p.m. Temp 
+3°, 15-20 knot wind with fine dfift. I took a few cine shots as we were making 
canp. On our present course it is approx. 6-8 miles to the first of the islets 
off the Wordie Ice Shelf. Another 4 nixies to the second islet and there hope 
to find suitable depot site. 

"aw 8 Snowy Petrels to-day. A group of 6 flew over, fluttered about to 
a t the sledge and then disappeared. * 

^ince the Bertrand Ice Piedmont have seen v. little of the country indeed 
to the weather. Hardly any survey possible at all. 

Last night five feet of snow on top Q f the sea-ice. Here again there is 
e '' n depth. (5 ft. or so) and a v. good top crust. 

1 Lgel was unsuccessful on the sohed last night but got through well to-night. 

r, 1 N 

L(iL just oorne in to give us the news as follows: 1; Seofids enquires 

available on Stonlngton. 2) Survey report due, Answer to 



















. re, Finne Ronne’s route as follows:- behind Sickle mountain to trough East 
Valley ~ into Traffio Circle - up Neny Trough to col (4,000 ft) and 
i 0 jjeny Fjord. This he states is the only possible route -as shown by flight 

rf c^ onria ^ ss82106 * ^ n "^ eres ^^ n £ indeed. Any further details he would he 

r *sed to give. 

Weather: +7 to +13°. Cain in a.m. blowing up and drifting 20 knots 

after 2.30 p.m. Vis. i mile a.m. - through drift 10 miles, p.m. 
Surface: improving to good with bearable crus t S. of Be^teaux. 

Load - 800 lbs. 

Distance: 11.2 miles. 

Daily average so far for 6 days - 10 miles. 


Tuesday 16th September 1958 

Camp 7 

Have had a rather unprofitable day. Got away 12.00 and sledged on 
course of yesterday tov/ayds the Wordie Ice Front. After a mile we were brought 
up by a rampart of large tabular ice bergs. I led on hoping to find a route 
through them. After a couple of miles of twisting and turning we were 
completely brought up by such a maze of •stranded* bergs that we eventually 
timed and came back into the open sea-ice to the North. The bergs were very 
lifted up so that at times one sledged over small tabular pieces and over large 
k'ifts. Some bridged cracks in the ice and Monty fell through oi*ossing one. 
^ile he was hanging I had to cut Wol free to prevent him falling in too. I was 
^oped and pulled Monty out. The light was so diffused one could see no 

it ion in the surface at all and it was very trying. Having sledged out 

VF£ < L * 

K irted the area to the Weat and are camped 5 miles from Mushroom Island 

L ' 1 4 miles from camp of yesterdty. We now intend to separate our parties 
1)<5 1 i'broom Island and make that our depot site. Pete and I will the* 
to find a route onto the Wordie in the N.E. oomer before returning to 














rfigel and Henry will sledge on to Cape Jereny where N. will geologize. 


q vd 11 have at least 5 weeks provisions. 

Wdftther. tsnips +1 to +10 F. Wind 10 knots from 3* changing to 

:<• wind at 3*00 p.m. with a little drift, 2 hours of snow. 
Poor vis. Surface quite good. 

Distance: 13 miles. 


Wednesday 17th September 1958 

Camp 8 

Bid of Support 

Sledged 4.8 miles to Mushroom Island arid camped on sea-ice 100 yds off H. 
rock buttresses* P. and I climbed the island. Saw two seals from top and 
came aero to sledge to the spot. We killed both and brought them in to Cairo. 
Dogs v. .much appreciated it. N. and H. had to slodge 3 miles back on course to 
finaVs ice-axe that he dropped. Sly cleared to-night so I tried to get an 
azinuth but not v. successful x with trouble with the rheostat and faint stars. 

at -5 , v. cold. Finished 2.00 a.m» Tomorrow we separate parties, 
and rTigel came in for a natter this evening* 

weather: Calm, cloudy, +10° to -3 • Clearing in evening. 

Breeze from Yfest. 

Distance: 4.80 miles. 

1.00 mile sealing. 


^rsday 18 th September 1958 

Camp 9 

We left the others at 111.30 &.m. - the two of us sledging off along 

tracks, Henry I’m sure sorry to see his team going. But Pete 

i 

v * well indeed handling them, Nigel and H. are stcying the d»\v at 
1 °° ai resorting gear a/id N. wants to oolleot a apooimen there, Pete and I 
speed. Unfortunately the low oloud obscured all vis, and it snowed 












Aft* 

to 


12 


I dead reckoned. Our course took us through a field of icebergs, 
miles we saw the coast of Bef'tenux and came up such large tabular bergs 


from 


the shelf ice. In the pool' vis. we could not see a clear way off so 

on a v. good surface on top of one of the bergs. Hope to find a w ay onto 


the 


shelf tomorrow. 

Weather: Calm, snowing partly. 

Temp. +10° to +4°. Vis -g mile, little definition. 
Distance: 14.3 miles. Good surface. 


thought we had reached the Shelf ice. On sledging up onto them, thinking 
on the shelf ice, we find we were up on large tab bergs recently rifted off 


?rid-y 


, 1i9th September 1953 


Camp 10 

Viability down to mile this morning with low cloud and v. little 
definition in the surface. It brightened up well after It.30 a.m. and we emerged 

T 

to do a recce on foot. We found a route with many ups and downs off our berg 
into a sijpaight where great pressure ridges had been formed with movement from 
tne shelf ice. We returned, packed the sledges and sledged into this channel. 

'" TQtt we sledged up a 1+0 ft. steep drift onto the shelf ice proper and 
~^ed this spot for our return with ny brake handle. We sledged a further 2 
crossing two rifts where luckily we found drifts going down and up the 
er i-le* We came to some crevasse-like features (small rifts) and while 
Acting a way through ny dogs started an awful fight. It took me a few 
to run back. There wai> chaos Tor a moment or two while they tried to 

' j' 

J ‘ with the sledge. I turned the sledge over and started to sort them out. 

ijv a j 

11 babe escaped and ran * a mile away - blood all over the place but no 
" bltsg, Itegret to a ay I broke ny ioe axe in doaling with Johruy. 

^ tiere. Cloud rapidly detooiulod and now it in snowing veiy * 
















10 f°°d- "to fict back to R.R. Ridge (70 miles) I hope the weather doesn't 

n * 

( 0 r the worse* 

1 

Terap s » -1 +1°» Breezy, a little sun. Snow in evening, 

prance: 3 miles. 


iturW 


20th September 195® 


5> - Camp 11 

Snowed heavily last night and started to blow. Blew with heavy drift 

o 

until 2.00 p.m., temp up to 4-32 • Then cleared to a fine sunny afternoon, 
fle left at 4.00 p.m. Did some survey at camp before leaving and took cine 
-hot c » g°t back to the sea-ice after ij hours and sledged on a v. good 

surface to Gape Be^rteaux, reaching a campsite in lee of small berg at 7*00 p.m. 
Here a gusty wind got up and it is blowing quite hard again. Temp still well 
up at +28° - v. warm. It threatened to be a wasted lie-up day but we have 
covered 3 -niles and taken some good x>hotographs I think. 


Weather: Tenp +28° to +32°. Blowing from NW. at Wordie. Drifting. 

Calm p.m.cumulus towering over mountains. 2 hours good sunshine. 

Surface: fast icy crust on snow. 

Distance: 8 miles. 

Dogs: Babe noticed on heat yesterday. Dogs interested in Zeta but she can't 
be on heat one month after pupping? 


Sumw 21 st September 1958 

First lie up d ay this trip unfortunately. Hot a great deal of wind hut 

^iag snow and a lot of drift all day. Temp has fallen to +12 this evening. 

! the do G s. 'Te started the new ration Box. 8 days dog food left. Have 

^ some G.J. and 'The Department of Dead Bids'. Pete aid some survey plotting. 

Weather: Wind from N. with snow. Gusty, 25 knots. 

Temp. +12 0 F. 














^ro 8 fto e Cap8’Btrteaux. 0n th ° Wordie le * 3helf lo »*ing 


















22nd September 1958 



Camp 12 


Very g° od Progress. Wind all but abated this morning - temp +6°. 

poll «e» ther * '" e got away at 10 -3° a.m. and made course for Terra Firraa 
^oh»e reached .after 10 miles good going at 12.30. Here I changed 

for the RefUge Islands 27 We covered a further 36 miles 

in the afternoon, much of it over a pretty good surface hardened by the wind 

ft* Valley. We are oaraped 2 mile.-, off the W. extremity of the Bertrand 

lee Piedmont. The weather proved all day and we sledged in good sunshine 

during the lat ter part of the day* Wd had our best view of the coast this trip 

but were toe busy making distance to do any survey (not that one can improve much 

an Brown* s survey of this coast so far out from the Bay). This evening/fere were 

beautiful lights in the West and definite shaded stratus cloud with high rosy 

cirrus* It was -2° on camping and felt quite cold after a sweaty day of skiing. 

The snow is soft and deep here. We had to dig the tent in. It is 25 

^iles to Base from here and another day like to-day will see us there. 

weather: a.m. +fM5 0 > low stratus. Breese from H 12.00 snowing^- vis. 1 mile 
p.m. clearing to excellent vis, sunshine. Temp. +12 • 

Stratus §. Temp, falling to -2°. 

Distance: 25*9 miles. 


J °^ S * kis advanced pregnancy, full breasts. Keeping up the pace all right. 

heat with blood but dogs not v. interested. 2eta apparent heat - dogs 
Babe and Buster chewed harnesses last night. Harnesses v. iqy after 
wind.' All dogs fed 2 blocks this evening. 




23rd P eptember 1 


BABE 


ktiQ i, 

vnr Very long d*y to record. We reached Paso tills evening at 6,45 P *U 
r /tj alp,, d>^y, l^oft oiwup *t 10.30 a.m. v 'Ofti*h snow surfaoe tv' 










1#lfl nds (10 miles) • At one of these islands we came across two cow 

One had unfortunately pupped and the other was in pup but we needed the 
bally that we killed them, gutted them and left them there for giving 
, A good seal feed prior to the southern sledging. Sledging on to 
, Ridge we hit a remarkably windswept surface where the sea-ice was swept 
snow. Ait the depot I was v. surprised to find Biyn and Keith’s 
c «;pment. 1 picketed ny dogs and Bryn soon appeared out of rocks from the 
oun tain side from same-vantage point where he had watched us approaching. Their 
was v. interesting. They had had almost continuous high winds and much 



lying up 


and had therefore not got beyond R.R.R. in Keith’s geological work of the 


area. Keith came up to the camp hauling a huge piece of rock behind hinl We 
roly spent 20 minutes with them as we were anxious to press on across Neny Fjord to 

Base. In that time Bryn passed on the traffic he had received on scheds and 

♦ 

gave me detailed drawings of how to assemble his radio gear* They have a further 
8 days stuff and do not expect to be back before another week. Yana had given 
birth to 4 pups and was now well again. They both seemed v. fit. It had turned. 

to be a magnificent day. The clarity of the air was remarkable. Astonishing 

* 

tf^ects of the winds since we passed this way before. Neny fjord was fast rough 
goin £ °ver hard wind packed ridges and sastrugi pat dies of exposed sea-ice. 

•^autifui evening lights as we sledged the last 9 miles in to Base. I skiid all 

7 ^ ' aft d to concentrate hard on the surface and so was not able to look about me 


* I 








w °uld have liked. Took cine shot of coming in to Base. Fed the dogs seal 
Nutrican. Pete dug the way in which was a task as the drift was flush 
roof. He cooked a good meal on the primus while the stove was 
strength. The living room fire has started to warm tho place up. 

’hlrik we ) utvn ^ , no M record run coming up from Betfteaux in ? d \y s (M .vile*) 
awfully well. We shall soon be doing the »ame nvn again for t>\e 


a 












, \*v 


.(1 


fit 




, but this Base interlude to got straight with traffic, repair 

ledge and dry out our kit, etc. 

. j^n a.m. Temp +16°. Blowing hard in Neny Fjord and Wi ndy Valley. 

^ c athei» improving to perfect fine sunny weather in p.m. 

jjQomins seal, Wol Monty, Frankie, Babe seal and others Nutrioan# 




2Vth September 195® 

Ijjjesd^y 

^cy getting traffic straight. Two scheds with Pad<ty and I cleared some or 

v;<a fetched 10 hags of coal over using ny dogs. I took them out to look 

it up. ,c 

seal unsuccessfully. Fed them Bovril Pemmican - 2 blocks each. Pete 

skinned a pup seal that we brought in - a good pelt. 

Weather: Overcast temp. zero. Quiet Room fire going well and tent drying 

in it. 


!harsday 25th September 1953 

Mum's birthday which I just remembered and sent her a signal on the sched with 
Have spent the day indoors mostly. Wrote up the dog book. Weighed 
ko %i Frankie and Babe and found them all ia v. good weight. Babe actually 
* lfe ! Liz has produced a single pup to-cUy. certainly expect others but 

**' £ Snoe 9,00 a.m. Cold day, -11° with a breeze from N.W. Pete P, has 

his relaahing of the sealing sledge whioh is now in pretty good shape. 

Wt period on base with just the two of us is awfully nice. We eat very 
“ ' *4 keep the place warn.. My operating the radio schedules provides a new 
' ' ' tl John P asked me to-«V whether we might want a 6th team next year as 

* Uttu oonoemed that the five oh^>s at 'Y' next yeai- will have too manj- 

^ a^ter. 










26 th September 1 958 




} sighed **11 ^ 8.oga thi.? morning* Wol is only 85 lbs against his usual 
0 ? lbs* Buster is up to 111 lbs• They were fed double blocks Bovril 


yr 

except for Monty, Zeta and Caesar who got a seal-feed and a single block 
r panniioan. This afternoon I measured the sea—ice thickness at 3* 10” after a 
lot 0 f digging* 1 repair^ the 3-aan tent tills evening. Had long R.T. with 
- o lp # He brought up subject of selective breeding of dogs at *Y* next year 
suggesting a nucleus of picked dogs being kept there for that purpose - dogs 
picked from other bases. Good scheme. 

feather: Dull, overcast, temp -3°. Pete and I managed to eliminate the 
large air bubble in two sledge compasses by filling them with more alcohol. 


Saturday 


27th September 1958 


Info on sledge sched:- 

\ H. & N. camped 2 miles N. of Bugge I. with v. slow surface, 
s Biyn and Keith camped 3 miles East of R.R.R. Expected back Mondey. 

Yana off food past two days. Treatment suggested by H. Argy terramycin in 

■*te bottle. One tablet per day. 

again tomorrow 8 . 15 > 3*800. 

~chea Paddy also 6 . 3 O, 3 .<300, 5,800. 

& gale from the N.W. kept us indoors. Indeed the drifting of lie 
*** «**• us no alternative. I *p«nt an hour shovelling the exit this evening 
"° V it is calm. Have typed out a great deal of the report on sea-ice travel 

* *• V *'*uerlte Bay to-day. Pete did the 7.00 p.m. ached with Toddy and I oaa» 

ft . _ . 1 ./»Info ro. that ached above. I hot^? 

9.00 p.m. ached with the aledge.. Jnro 


u( ,i < aorlcma 



























28th September 1958 


Beautiful day to-day but spent mainly indoors, Bryn and Keith returned this 
^oon. touch of * snow blindness troubling him. They had fjOO lbs of 

~eel°2* ca ^ specimens! Pete and I got things ready for leaving tomorrow* Fad 
birthday telegram from home to-day, Nigel and Heniy are having v, slow 
editions 2 miles South of Bugge Islands, 


Monday 


29th September 1958 


I 

As has very frequently occurred this year, the weather decided us not to leave-, 
to-day. Pressure has fallen steadily to a v* low ebb and with it we have had 
aN.E. wind and heavy drifting all day. Temp, up to +25°F* Getting out of 
the hut on days like this is an absolute menace. To empty a ’gash' u' 

bucket takes a good § hour by the time one has dug 3 cubic yards of snow away 
from the door and shovelled the steps which are cut into tire ice, and so climb 
out of the hut. Then on returning into the htitfc invariably an avalanche of ■■ 

snow will follow and cover the floor of the lobby. It is not infrequent that 
one loses a foothold on the steps and glissades into the hut from the level Ox 
drift outside, 8 ft above, or as I did to-day - lose a footing and empty the 
slop bucket all over nyself. It is only when the drifting is heavy that we * 

*»’t keep the snow staircase exit in good shape but in the strong blows one's 
*°* I" undone in * hour as the drift fills up the entrance. It is clear 

we need a trapdoor exit for cordon use but at this time of the year we I 

v *»'t got around to malting one. 

T . „ . . of the sledging report. Also worked » I 

1 wrote another couple of page 

on field B heet of West ooaat to W*rdie. I 

W. hw . V W1B hut at the moment. Since her ^ing 2 we.ks ^ I 











.hf 






n0 t bean very well. She is now eating and excreting alright though. 

102.7°P* 


fU 


esdtf 


Mushroom Depot Journey 


30th September 1958 


< r birthday. Weather cleared up well and Pete and I left Base at 11.30 a.m. 

"v 

old Keith took a series of cine shots to record the departure. Before 

T discussed with them arrangements for the following couple of months. 

leaves x 

k ^ going v. slowly in Neny Fjord and the prospect ;of being left without 

Pus 

team in. November does not appeal v. much of course. Pete and I made good time 
tc the r.r.r. depot where we ate lunch in warm sunshine and picked up the stores 
to take on. We also did some useful survey work there. Arriving at the Refuge 
Islands at 5.00 p.m. we were kept v. busy doing a sun azimuth amd theodolite round 
killing two seals, one of which we depoted with the other 2 killed here a week 
ago, I fed the dogs large feeds. 

Had splendid telegram from Liza this evening. Can't remember context 
u&ctly but birthday wishes, she sails for UK. November to stay 1959. _ave went 

* i-aokofKLa trip and sits finals shortly. 

The dogs have given me a great deal of trouble. Babe cm heat - they are 
i? *«tically uncontrolable. At one stage during a fight I knocked Johnny out 
<6i * did him some good. They are all sparring for a fight and after this good 

f ««d I expect a lot of trouble tomorrow. Very late now and I must to sleep 

*ter „ 

k good and profitable day. 
biattnoe: 13*0 mi les 

»nrfa ct : very good. _ 

w *fcther: sero to -5°F. Calm, sunny mostly. 








Camp 2 


1st October 1958 




e( j on the ice 10 miles r 'outh of Refuge Islands* To-day it has snowed 
- wind driven snow with a 10-1 5 knot wind from the North. We started 




after 


cur late night last night but inspite of that and poor, soft surface 


10 


miles so that given a good day tomorrow we should be able to cross the mouth 


of fin* 


. yalley and reach Terra Pima Islands - another 16 miles or so. 

tiring work sledging in poor visibility not being able to see any details 
ur face. Tarp up to +28° and the snow melting on the windproofs. We are 
anred over 2 ft of soft snow beneath which is a layer of slush. We a only 

discovered the slush after digging a platform for the tent but then decided to put 
the tent on top of the surface to have as much snow between! us and the slush as 
possible. There is a narrow crack J mile S. of the Refuge Islands running S. on 
bearing 155° Mag. It is probably blowing wildly in Windy Valley to-day. 

Zof^Tmile, S. of Refuge Is. Softish deep snow cover 

Weather : Wind 10-15 toots from N.NE. Snowing all day. 

Vis. about 200 yds. 

930 lbs 5 miles. 84 O lbs, 5 miles. 




2nd October 


Camp 5 - Terra Firma 


H?ls been 




a long and tiring day. Beautiful morning - calm and sumy with high 


r& tus. we got away at 11.15 a.m. Surface ^uite good. Did 5 miles 
topping at 12.45 to get a sun transit observation and round of angles. 


^“ia 2.00 




p.m. and covered a 10-mile stretch to reach the Terra Pima islands, 
owj^ite on the N. side of the main island so sledged through the gep 

and adjacent rook and then to our surprise the Argentine party 












|(t le *t fW * *»**• h.r.. A weasel towi*g 3 sledges preceeded 

- aog tcarns ” 8150111 10 men 111 a11 ' We had a 20 minute chat before they 
i^nued on ^ :edr |!e ^ e ^nd. we made caup. This was at 7*00 p.m. Had v. 

^ filling supper and then spent evening copying out survey data etc. Only 

§ 

^ mil® 5 or 30 ^ :,lr, ^ Ll ' oora now* Weather has deteriorated all day and tis cloudy 
^th rising zephyrs of wind now. 

Argy party have established a refuge in the vicinity of Prospect Pass. 

If this wind does not cause drift we shall have their tracks tomorrow to 

Hushroom. 

Weather: l.m. calm, clear. Tenps +22° vis. ex. p.m. cloudy, less 
definition, temp down to + 15 °. 

Distance: 17*6 miles. 

Surface : Mod good. T. slow 2 miles in Terra area. 


Triday 


Camp 4 

2 miles from Mushroom 


3 rd October 1958 


Oot away 11.1 5 a*m. in very poor weather. Temp up at +32° and snowing wet 
all day. 7/e got pretty soaked. We had the Argy trail to follow on 
course towards Mushroom Island. It was pretty rutted but better than trail 


kreakia 


g and I was able to take 3 boxes off Pete giving me a load of at least 


^50 lbs. 


Vis down to 300 yds or so and no definition at all. We camped having 


0u * our distance and still unable to see Mushroom Island. Very wet indeed 

•Hd j+ j 

a lot of primus burning to dry things out a bit. Still snowing 

* bvil »y tonight. 

^tance: 1%Q mil(W 

ther ; Teaqps +20° to +33 • knowing. Vis. 300 yds to 5 mile. 


41 


""'4V 


4th October IQK'a 


Camp • 

Allow for return 7 dV** 


2 Nutrioan 

11 14 »»*n day box 













yuphroom : 

Iff 1 


12 Nutrioan 
2 Pull Wan 
1 x 2 Man day box. 


7 galls. 


1 full gerry 
1 a f\jll gerry 


a t Mushroom Depot: - 

14 Nutrioan 
3 Pull Man boxes 
x 2 day-man box 
1 full gerry 
1 | gerry 

1 2 gall full can. 

C days from 10 da y box * 


Have had a good day inspite of poor thaw and snowy weather. Arrived 2.00 p.m. 


and camped on the ice-foot of the island. Left the depot. Climbed the island 


and from the top saw a seal. We came down and sledged across to bring it in 
and fed the dogs. V. late now again. Hope to leave for Base tomorrow. 


Distance: 2.5 miles 

i.O mile sealing 

Weather : Temps +32° to +25°« Wind from NW. up to 20 knots, 
driving snow much of day. 

-urface : Getting v. soft and deep. 


5th October 1958 

Camp 6 - Terra Fima 

^fter carrying up the remaining boxes to the depot and storing the seal 
we got away with our light loads at 11.30 a.m. It snowed heavily until we 

' ft then cleared up quite well but in the soft wet snow (temp still at thaw) 

* ***« pretty hard going of it. My skis balled v. badly and I could get no 

»t ci. 

*• beached Terra Pirraa at about 5.3° I>.m. found 010 " hol « * r 8 ontin< ' F«-V 

'•*^ea ,t their Ilefuj e. They invited ua to ooffee in their refuse and in t\im 

^t. Giro, Dr. AUoriaae and Alfredo into our tent for tea. 

















% 






bOgg 


, ed their weasel in a slush pool one mile North of here and intend 




t out tomorrow and proceeding to tge Refuge Islands 


Mowing up to-night with a full gale reputed at San Martin. "> were 

jt 




^ the ice s outh of Mushroom is 2 metres thick! 


, an( , p . 15.4 miles 

« • 6" - 10** soft wet snow - clog©r. 0 

CUl ther * Vis 20 miles, 8/8th str. Temps. 30° to 33 


6th October 195$ 


jSond^ 


Camp 6 


Have lain-up all day while a wind from the North has blown quite strongly, 
gustily. Apart from the wind the weather has been bright and clear and the 
tenp lower - about +25°P. The wind and colder temps have improved the surface 
a great deal. The Argy’s have given us two tins of their •Charguican* and 
this evening Pete spent a couple of hours with Dr. Allorisse and Alfredo in 
their tent. Some interesting things: they are pretty short of paraffin and 
rations now. Their tents weigh 13 kilos only and are as spacious as ours - 
'ingle weight and ridge type. 

I read laughing Gas*, P.G. Wodehouse. 


7th October 1938 

Camp 6 

A pretty strong wind from N.E. still with driving snow too. Haven’t 


Temp around +25°, Pete spent a couple of hours with the Argys. 






8th October 1938 


Thft 4 


Ctmip 6 

1 vj% ini* 4 * m ■murt getaway thin morn lug but we thought better of it 


























name down a 8 ain 811(1 1 should think Windy Valley Is churning 

win d 


it out. 


P" 


ver 


gjid 


^ shall have to make a brisk move soon as we have only 4 dog feeds 
r : days rations for us. It is about 32 miles to Red Rock Ridge Depot. 


^ een matching the barometer closely which has risen well since yesterday 




idd*y 


but 


has now started to fall unfortunately. Temp to-day up to +27 F. 


Thursday 


9th October 1958 


Reached Base at 9.3° p.m. after a long run of about 38 miles on an 
excellent surface. I decided that we must try to travel to-day although the 
rind was blowing pretty strongly this morning. We left at 11.15 a.m.. 
the first 10 miles we sledged in drift that scudded across the sea-ice 
the K.W.. The sledge was blown around at an angle. It then cleared 

well and we made good time to the Refuge Islands (another 14 mles, 
at 4.00 p.m. Here we killed a hdge cow seal and loaded it on Pete's 

sledge while I took all the other load. Between the Refuge Islands and R.R.R. 
pc hit the Argy trail (this morning's I think). I soon branched off on a more 

_ .. _ vtaee the iioomins decided to go after 

direct course to Neny Island. At one g 

a •p^ 4 -- , c . sledge overturned. At the same 
& seal instead of following me and Pete s sltag 

_ .. An ran 0 ff and the sledge also overturned. 

•iae nry dogs started a figiht# then 

T . . A , n k* or SO iQe tine to uncover the door and 
«*chea Base just on dark. Had to dig 

x fed the bqys Nutrican and will ci\op 

grope for a while in the dark. 

1 e fate Hod a good meal. Pity to hax^e 

te al tociorrow. Hut in a rather ( anp 

•i^«ed to-night's sledge sched. 

„ dav A. lot more rook showing Uuv vgh 

windr-oruatod nurfaoo all d-V- 

. , , nie |W bonouth the floorboards Is up to the level of 

y uvjuii tains. Jri ° ,u,v 


tiQh /•' 


board.. .C Will have to .tart draining operations. 


















^ictance: 38*8 ntiles 

weather l Wind NW* up to 30 knots until 1*00 p.m. then calm* 
Tenp. +26° or so. §/8ths cumulo-str. most of d^r. 
, ur face : Excellent firm crusted surface. 


a 10th October 1958 

fridtf 

Tjave had an enjoyable day digging a trench from the living room end window 
,l + 0 wards the end of the Nissen Hut in preparation for lowering the ’sump* which 
n0V 7 lapping level with the floorboards. Having excavated it some 8ft* below 
he level of the snow and one foot into the ice that surrounds the hit Pete and I 
=ealed a roof over it with two sections of Refuge Hut to prevent it drifting up 
fith snow* 

o 

It has been a beautiful day with long hours of warm sun. Temp up to +29 * 
Haven’t finished the ditch yet and will continue it further tomorrow* Pete has 
been v* useful inside, getting the stove and both living room and quiet room fires 
going well and cooking* He also cut up \ the seal and fed trie dogs* 

Blowing up to-night. Couldn’t get the transmitter working but Pete found 
& fase had gone which was the trouble* Didn’t contact raddy* 


'*turisy 


11th October 1953 


I dug the trench a further 15 feet and covered the last section with a roof, 
ffiade a ■ gutter' out of wood so that we can pour the water straight fron the 
into the gutter which then flows out of the window into the drain, 
fetched across 12 bags of coal with the help of Bessie harnessed to the polka 
■W dull weather to-day - tea®). >25°. This evening we lowered the sue* 


T* fa 


Jl.t 4, 


in 9. l j minute* baling* 















12th October 1958 


ha' been a splendid day of maximum sunshine and flat calm* We both skied 
. m orning and I took some cine shots* Had lunch outside on the 
roof 1 replaced a broken bridge on ny sledge* Pete fed the dogs seal* 

foote* 0 ** 

the sledge sched that Nigel and Henry are on the mainland near Rhyolite 

011 


Island 


and that Bryn and Keith are camped below Little Thumb. Pete and I both 


a film this evening. Neither film came out very well though* 


. 13 th October 1958 

Monday 

Spent day mostly indoors. Wind getting up all day and blowing v. strongly 
to-night with heayy drifting. To-night I printed a lot of shots taken on the 
last two trips. Some of the Wordie ones are good and I did four big enlarge- 
reats. Had a »traffic* sched with Paddy and cleared up a number of signals. 

Had v.g. letter from Den and Rachel - Den about to buy a house! 

Pete and I filled 3 gerry cans with diesel oil. Fortunately the **4 gall 
drum was visible. Temp to-day around +25°F* Pressure long slow fall. 

£®es this mean a prolonged high wind? 


hiesdey 


14 th October 1958 


Wind v. strong all day and back door completely drifted up. We worked 
** tilings indoors until mid afternoon when we both climbed out through the 

room Window and so into the tunnel and out of a trap door. Some drift 
^ •». in through cracks in the roofing of the tunnel but we shovelled this 




the remains of the *eal, fbd the dogs 


'he kitchen water tnhk. We out "1* 













■fl 1 


crowit * v. good hour skiing in the strongish vdnd - some surface 

" * 

- but. V. clear day. 


^ tiAS 

, ffi writing the report on the Geological Support Journey. To-night I 


pri n 

thft* 


. r 5 about B full plate photos taken last year. Pete repaired the pup tent 


flog had got at on our last trip. Had a good talk with John on the radio. 




15 th October 1958 


Blowing all day so have only emerged to do met obs. Am writing this 
hedging report still but couldn’t get my mind on it well to-day, Pete has 
done a great deal of computing (astro) to-day. Learnt on sledge sched that 
Nigel and Henry are at Gape Jeremy and Bryn and Keith still at Little Thumb. 

They intend returning 28th or 29th, Talked with Brian Foot at W. He wants to 
know details of S lessor* s report on Plateau Journey, Fine clear day but v. strong 
wind persistent. 


Thursday 


16 th October 1958 


Worked this morning at the report. We had a busy afternoon. Pete and I 
took OUT teams out in search of seal. We did 10 miles altogether and brought 
lsok 4 and left one at Mays tone Rock, 3 miles aws\y. I cut up one and fed the 
4o *“ ter supper. Rched with Padcly at 6.3°. Sent Fortport at 7.00 p.m. 

' £*ve Brian some condensed info about Slessor's plateau trip in '48 and at 

#2 

,0 ° P.a. had an interesting talk with John Rathosfsuand learnt .juite a bit. 

wind eased off to-d^y and it was lovety outside on the aea-ioe. 

_ 

17th October 19^8 











011 so he is using old snowbootsj We both had a go 

*** 1 

an a this afternoon* It has been dull and overcast* Temp +17°* 

,, tf 5p ** 

, j n idng extending the summer journey to the south of the Wordie Ice Shelf 
^ n c the route the I3GLE. used. This has been in ny mind for some time* 

flfld 

, _ n keeping up an 8 m.peE. day average which is a lot for these parts* 

j t will 


?ft turday 


18th October 1958 


Quiet morning compiling my report which have now completed. This afternoon 
-.re and I made a ski-jump which we erected on the slope of the ramp and spent 
: an hour doing some ski-jumping. While up there we saw 2 Argys sledges approaching 
and soon had 5 of them and 22 dogs on our hands. They are Lieut. Giro, Franco, 

Perez, Alphonso and Tolado? The/ have brought a huge side of beef weighing 
about 90 lbs J Fete knocked up a most awfully good supper. I fed all the 

dogs (38) seal which i*sed up l£ seals. We entertained them this evening 
showing photos and talking — a little drink which is rare on tnis ba>e. After 

the others had gone to bed Franco and I had a long discussion in the kitchen. 

* explained the impending danger of flooding in the hut and put the guest ion 
Aether they had a length of pipe at S an Martin and I thlik things are pretty 
hopeful. 

pipe - grommer 

work ' - travagger 
-warm — culente 

cold - frio 

IUv * got Perez sleq.trit In the quiet room. All the rest of us in hero and 
>f *'00 or, s bed. Franco tells me it is John's birthday on the 2?th October. 

• r «K>*:nger that. 

buU vr nrOH .,t day. Tom, +12°. On ached tonia»it M. and H. at Uioa Islet. 

’ K. »t Jdttle Thuiri, atill and moving on t.raoriMVf. 



















19th October 1953 


rO # Max. +10.2°. Avergae +7.2°. 

1 v, thin misty atmosphere, 
calm. Vis. 25 miles. 

I cooked the meals and together with Fete traced a map of part of the E. coast 

^ch Lieut. Giro appreciated. Bete showed them over the American Huts which 

^gy wanted to see. They left after lunch and X took cine shots of their 

departure. Lieut. Giro said they could help us with a pipe which is excellent. 

Pete and I will sledge over in the next few days. I started to trace out 

present detail on all the maps we are likely to cover in the summer journey. 

Also looked searchingly at the Ronne photographs again in an effort to decide on 

the route to take. 

Monday 20th October 1958 

% 

Rather fine day. Repaired rqy soft binding skis this morning. Then went 
sealing with the dogs and got a small one. The dogs ran circles around me 
to -day. They are v. fit and uncontrollable, at the moment. 1 cut up seal and 
them. John and I talked on the sched. His birthday cm the 29th Oct. 

^“irea my sledge shovel. This evening finished tracing of maps we are likeJy 
•' cover and am now going through the Ronne photos carefully. Pete spent a 
of hours on the generator engine - one of the oil feed-pipes had sprung 

I "eeor? OK now. 

| lower lo-dv. Dove. In the units - +5° or so. Bar going right up 

° Ufu lly. Saw 2 gulls to-day• 















21*31 October 19f>S 










but ^pent the day mostly indoors, Pete writing sledge report and 
^ working on the Ronne photos and a cover diagram tracing that I have done. 
r tea we both had some skiing exercise on the jump. I was falling all over 
place to-day. Beautiful evening. Took cine of ski-juinping and falling! 

d ft fade-out shot of sunset. Colder to-day. Temp -1°. 

Nigel and Bryn both came up on the sledge sched. N, and H. are camped on 

fordie N. of Mt. Edge 11 and B. and K. in Providence Cove. Fids programme this 
evening quite good. Biscoe sailed to-day. 

Wednesday 22nd October 1953 


Pete has nearly finished his sledging report, I spent all dsy drawing 
up graticules on field sheets. Cut up seal and fed dogs this evening. Dull 
weather to-day. Bar falling steeply. p lan to go over to 3an Martin tomorrow. 
I had a good wash and shave to-night — the first for many weeks. 


Thursday 


23rd October 1953 


We decided to spend the day at San Martin. Left at 11.00 a.m. ^eiy light 

s ie4ges ana v. fresh dogs. Pete wanted to visit the Millerant Refuge so we 

koth sledged to the RE. corner of the island where I left him to continue to 
r 'fuge. I sledged back to the call of beefsteaks and was tucking them away 
* •“to later in the delightful atmosphere of the San Martin kitchen. 


TVy all remarked on ny shaven appearance but as w lank hair was not in 

with , v nraooth chin PeroB offered to cut it for me which he did to the 

^ «‘i«mant of .om olne photography by Lieut. Giro with his 16 ■.«. OMaara 

ft (;f um ouU'W® tixfi hut# 






















u ttl* 


At about P* m * weasel from Miller and rolled up with Motorist© and 
{joss 108111 * Pete then oame up with his dogs. But I didn*t see much of 


hi® 


for 


his figure soon blocked the kitchen doorway. Had a most successful 


«che<l 


\\ 

W xth Paddy and John. Heap apparently thinkel it unlikely that the ice will 




out 


this year! We all sang 1 Happy Birthday* to John - a little premature. 


p e te and I dragged ourselves away at 10.00 p.m. after another very good meal 
6 .' had a hilarious run back to Base (6 miles) in which I dropped aoy sledgewheel 
(and will have to find it later). Got in at 11.00 p.m. Wind blowing up now. 

V, warn all day, pressure falling still. Fed the dogs pemmican. 


Friday 


24th October 1953 


I have started making shelves for a steel cabinet that was found in the 
hut when, we arrived. X have actually finished that part of the Job and am now 

going to paint it. This will contain all base films, paper, stationery, etc. 

*hich is s opoorly stored away at present in the damp ‘survey 01 fice*. Pete F. 
finished his sledging report. X haven*t read it yeu. 

This afternoon took 5 Admirals and sledged back to figd ny sledgewheel 2 Biles 
"V. I killed a seal and brought it in. Paddy didn’t come up on the 6.30 sched 
“* d 1 heard nothing fro* the sledges at 8.30 p.m. Seta chewed her collar through 
for the second time so I beat her and she took it poorly. I out up seal and fed 
^ ioj,. 


thi. 


V. warm all day with teinp up to e39°F. Quite brilliant sunshine though 
•ftemoon. blew hard last night and blowing again to-night. 


'Hu, 




25 th October 1**3 


». low pi-Maur. (960 mb.) but « fin* thawing. »h. 









K* 1 ' 

Vinet with two coats of paint. It is blue on the outride and white 
evening I made a fine strong pair of ski sticks. The sticks 

ins* 4 ®* 

^ are fnnqy, short- and of flimsy oane. I made a pair out of alloy poles 
■Oiionod points out of a steel bar 3/l6 H which are sunk into a wooden chock. 

gild 

„ T mcuie of wood from a broken ice-chisel. 

A UieuA 

j tidied up our little 1 anergenqy Hut* and put a lot of ny personal kit in 
It will be a good secluded plaoe to work in midsummer. 

The generator has blown a gasket so that I could not contact Paddy. Pete 13 


ippihg 4n Nissen hut all dt\y. Between cooking meals I painted the 


to repair it tomorrow. 


Sunday 


26th October 195& 


'Ye have two Argentine visitors to stay the night. They arrived during 
lunch, Jac and Gusmann. 7/e spent the p.m. profitably for "they helped me continue 
the digging of the drainage ditch which we have now extended about 12 feet to a 
total of 50 feet from window. Pete worked on the engine and found most unfortunate! 
that the big end is going again which was exactly the trouble that we had last 
tine. Can’t help feeling that this wouldn't happen under Nigel's supervision. 

Has been a dull, snowy day. I fed the dogs seal. Pete cooked a v.g. .vening 
t **l. Jac and Gozmann had a little too much gin that was good for them. 


i.onrj^ 27 th October 1958 

Guawa and Corrolles left at 11. JO «.». R ' t, ' <5r i loor * 8 » th ^ r **th light 

.now. Bryn and Keith arrived in mid afternoon. A much more aucoessful 
»e*ka thin last trip has been for them. They are both very well. Pete 



















thf 



engin® going having replaced the bushes# We ,can only hope that the 
■rill not recur# I put the steel cabinet in position close to my 




^ transferred a great deal of stationery into it. Made a pencil box 


veiling* Heap’s ice report states that this year is the best ice year 

this 


s o 


, r - c orded on Fids and he is dubious about the chance of Marguerite 3ay 

X SlT 


being 


this summer. 


Tuesday 


28th October 1958 


All had a busy day. Keith especially. He has dug a very deep trench 

from the end of the Mis sen Hut towards the door. When completed it will form 

a useful passage entrance and also a drain, Pete has. been working on the 
"partan?’ sledge which we have brought inside. Bryn cooked a v.g. meal and has 
started to tally the food stock. I finished making a pencil box, fed the dogs 
seal, dug out two of the living room windows and drew up another graticule this 
evening. leather overcast and colder with tenp* +9°* 


T einesday 29th October 1958 

This morning I started to light the ’Quiet Room* fire and after making a 
gr&te to fit it I tried it in position and the enormous cast iron bowl gave a 
and oaae apart from the chimney. It has always been a source of danger 
104 & fter this final act on its part I condemned it and Biyn and I set 

m installing the new Jinnee- and a new chimney. The old chimney consequent! 

to bits hitting the floor and exposing a hole of dtylight in the roof. 

Admirals (i of them) I sledged 15 &aok» of coal and three sections of 

ti 

** lut aoroa*. Keith’s passage i.*i coming on wonderfully. I helped H\yn 









te 


r r»nge fooA boxe * 9 ***& he and I prepared the Churchmen spans. Expected 
c e and Hemy to-&*y but no luck, 

leather overcast and snowing, V. bright glare outside. Twilight at 


1.3° 


fl.m. now. 


Thursday • 3^th October 1958 

Keith has done a magnificent job on this passage/trench leading from the 

door along past die iiissen Hut* He has worked on it all to-day again, helned 

this evening by Bryn and me. It is now about 32 feet long and 8 feet deep and goes 

down 2' 6"' Into the ice. It now extends to the limit of the high 'hut* ice and 

is levelled to allow drainage. The whole is roofed with 4 sections of Refuge 

Hut. The next step now is to lead the water from beneath the hut, which is no less 

than a swimming bath of stinking stagnant water one ft deep - into this passage 

land let it drain, away. 

I computed an obs for mag.Vfrn. here this morning as 20° 54 East. Fed the 
d ° 2s seal * 3iyn has cemented the various sections of the Efese stove together, 
has nearly finished lashing his sledge. 

=>igel and H. are still on the Terra Firma Islands, I'm afraid - v. slow Indeed, 
father to-day rather dull, overcast and temp, max, 37*0°F. 

h'iiay 

J 31st October 1958 

‘•^Lcy and Nigel got in this evening, late at 10.45 p.m, after a long d^y's 

f* 

Terra Fima. T hey are pretty tired but v. fit. Had a successful trip, 
*hiv, d>\y up to +3®° and melt water in Mtartlng to flow but kitchen 
1; Ve O r nearly ready now to lead water into. Pete F. sledged out to 











J Rook to fetch the seal I killed there 

lJn( , to-a«y for 3led ee "heel calibration. 


3 orao days ago. 7fe measured a base 
I repaired the broken pla«e-table 
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1st November 1958 


stfurW 

jfovenil' H r has started with a high thaw and meltwater is trickling everywhere 
^sut the hut and one can hear the screes murmuring on the slopes of Neny Island. 

Tenp to-dV ' TOnt VP t° 

Keith, Pete aid Nigel have succeeded in leading off the water beneath the 
floor intcb Keith* s trench which has proved v. successful. 

I worked on sledging stores and equipment required for forthcoming trip 
this a. in, and after lunch I dug out to Nutrican and as many ration boxes as I 
could find. The rations, buried If feet beneath the snow 7 /ere iced in and wet so 
I dug out 31 boxes and Bryn and I sledged them dp to the Hangar where I shall 
put than on the roof. I then cut up seal and fed the dogs, Henry gave me his 
diary to read to-day which was v. interesting indeed. His diary different style 
to mine and rather embarrassing some of it. 


Sunday 


2nd November 1958 


I made up a repair bag this morning to serve the tliree of us for the survey 
journey. afternoon I adapted (Henry Aid most of the work; a revcounter 

ticker to :qy sledgewheel in addition to a milometer. Then calibrated it 
0Ver the measured O .3 miles base that we marked two days ago. I walked up and 
doirr; with it 4 tines and this evening drew up a graph relating revs to miles. 


Nigel shovelled a great deal of snow off the roof and Keith and Henry 

f *th«r»4 the drainage of puddle* on the floor to beneath the floor. 

''•ith 

1 '^ked a v.g. supper. 




•u 


uooen.ful ached with John this evening about dogs. To try again 
m continue,. very r*>iaV in<to«A. Wet loo avirfao, developing ^ 

• ) Jatl.„. • now ill awful trail. ltion .tat, - soft and »lu*V* 













rap * 5 


thaw does not continue too long. 




3rd November 1958 


Indoors all day except for dog-feeding by Heniy and I. I have had a 
, ^^ing session and mended ny holed snowboots. Also made a shelf in the 

, u iet Room for survey stores. 

Another sched with John P. about dogs. Clearly the best arrangement re. 

i*y» to send down one team and two dogs here* We keep the Moomins 

flogs 11 " ' 

-r.a make them up to a 9-dog team with these two dogs. Replacement dogs for 
, f , bi tches to be transferred to 'Y' then taken out of 'W' teams that should be 
sent down here, John does not want a team of dogs over and above those he 

has selected for breeding. 

Still thawing and v. wet outside. Henry typing Plateau report. 


Tuesday 


4th November 1958 


Si 


"pent day doing preparatory jobs, mending harnesses etc. Hade up 
survey flags. Still thawing and dull weather. 


Wednesday 


3th November 1958 


Henrv intended cold di—uresis exp. 

Self cook for lunch and supper. Henry 

+r>rtnfd until tomorrow ft.at. Ke and I worked 
this a.m. but overslept so postponed 

~ j n ,ade up a pots and pans box and gash 

our sledges on the hangar roof. 1 ^ 

. which he says needs stripping* Wrote oul 

*>ox. Nigel Dooked at the engine 

* , ,» a visits and am to le%ve Nigel c/o here. 

? made notes on intended visita an 



















Bryn fed the dogs* Keith working hard at map of Nery Fjord* Dull day, 

f,f- 1 

. a ^ evening* Freezing and heavy fall of snow last night. Late to 

* 4 ( 023 °)* 


yhursdsy 


6 th November 19f>8 


The day has cleared to a beautifully clear evening with sharp frost to-night* 
j? a ve all been busy preparing things* Heniy still getting his things together 
(2,*0 a,m*). I took 5 Kodachrome shots this evening, 3 °f Keith. Sched with 
ryi w hich was v. helpful. John G-raerae most helpful re, dogs. They will 
probably send the 'Trogs' dowm and 2 other dogs. I shall have to arrange for 
a third dog - forgetting that Banshee might need replacement. 

SUMblER SURVEY JOURNEY , 

Friday 7th November 1958 


Heniy still had quite a bit to see to this morning. We managed to get 
away at 2.15 p.m. The temp well up at +43° and the sea-ice was v. wet with 
of water over it in places. We reached the Penguin Rookery at R.R. Ridge 
at 5.00 p.m, H ere we spent \ an hour. Splendid to see the rookery - very 
'uatnery, atmosphere. There was a little stream trickling through it. About 
^ bo 2000 birds «n paired off but no eggs. * We f ledged on to the Refuge 

* lands and camped on the islet where we have ajoaskfc of 3 seals. Fed the dogs 
lar £e seal feeds. Henry inside man. 3 -men tent v. comfortable. I spent 

'*■ hour i-lane-tab ling but didn't manage to orient the table very well. 

• r; igel, Keith and Bryn gave us a good send off. Our dogs managed the loads 
* " e U on the surface. It will bo interesting to see what the ioe is like 

* 

,jf > JOri% i had « narrow squeak crossing a araok at these islands. 
























It 


turned out 

distance 

surface 

Load 

feather 


Dogs 


to be about 8 ft wide and I nearly had the sledge in* 

13*1 miles 7 3f 

Wet snow* Water over ice 24". 

710 lbs 

Clear a.m., dull p.m*. overcast* Wind up to 25 knots 
WE Temps +360 to +43°. 

Angus limping* Wol linping. Moore not following trail well. 
Fed seal. 


Saturday 8 th November 1958 


Have had a long day and reached Terra Fima at approx 2200 local (26 miles). 

It has been an extremely warm day with brilliant sunshine. The surf ace was 

of dense thaw crystalline snow and quite fast. My dogs rather dispirited in 

the heat of the day. Henry took 170 lbs off ny load - his dogs going awfully 

well. We did two good survey halts at which Henry sketched. Pete took a 
Cj un c r* 

photo/ gHi ri rrator round and I plane-tabled. V. sunburnt to-day. Quite tired. 

took some time to cross the crack \ mile from the Refuge Islands. The 

cr &ck just before the Terra Firmas was little trouble. Pete had h£silon and 

k.u out front and took Moore back. Freezing well to-night. Several skuas at 

tie ’ :e ^ge Islands. 3 aw 3 seals here but too late to kill them. We are now 

canned on the Refuge beach. 

Distance: 26 miles 

: Crystalline snow. Wet but good. 

Weather : +39 0 , cloudy at 0900: +44°, calm at 1200: 

+5 6 at 1500 ^ 34° at 1800. 

: 2 miles 710 

24 miles 540 lbs. 

& ♦ Fed one block each. 


A/iot) 


**r good day, Rxa. mu’faoe* 


9th November 1Osg 

Wo reached Musliroom Island at 5,00 p.ia. 
























or»ok <*° ut J « mile off the island is much more open now so we camped 
„,«• it and H and I with Admirals managed to sledge the depot and seal over 


fro ® 1 


^he depot site. 


It has been a day of quite good vis and I managed a few angles to 
^land points. To-night I am sleeping in the pup tent and have spent a busy 
coupl* of hihurs plotting and correcting the traverse from the Refuge Island, 
Constant talk from next door about foodj P. and I fed the dogs seal. 

TcudQaTOw we wij.1 spend a lazy day here doing small things and then try to manage 
the complete load to the N, edge of the Wordie Shelf. 

Total weight to be picked up:- 


13 Nutncan 

1 .. r 

3 Men w 

2 x4 galls 


Present loads:- 

Admirals 


910 lbs 
1'50 lbs 
90 lbs 

1150 lbs 


Spartans 


550 


670 

♦J5E 



1100 


1120 

Distance: 

15.7 miles 


Load : 

540 lbs 


Surface : 

good crystalline 

crust. 

leather : 

Tenp up + 4 D 0 , A 

little wind East. 


Overcast, vis up 

to 40 miles. 

Dogs ; 

fed seal. 



Moomins 

850 

150 


1000 


fcond, 


ay 


10th November 1958 


v 'e spent quite a useful df^y here at Mushroom Island. Fete and I observed 
^imuth on a veiled sun. Henry and I then spent 5 hours doing a survqy of 


th 


1 at 1/10.000. I plan-tabled in detail and this evening touched it 





























1 ? 


tit. dl<1 a theodolite round while we were away. The island is 

£ a mile lon 6 821(1 i a mile hroad and 360* high - ice capped with ice cliffs 


0Ut 4 8 


all ar ' 


for 


. 0 und except on North facing circle where some imposing cliffs rise sheer 

2 qo* e We had to cross a couple of cracks and Babe fell in one. 

Distance: 2.7 miles 

Weather : overcast - a little sun. 

36 to 37° all day. Sleeting in evening. 

Sched : unsuccessful. 




p e te climbed the island and found a dead bird. Difficult to recognise it. 
^kite underfeathers and grey back - angular wings and pointed beak 1" long, 
^ing span 1 f 6 M and webbed feet. 

Dogs: fed one block each 


It has 




Tuesday 


11th November 1958 


C-ot away from Mushroom Island at 10.45. A penguin popped out of the crack 

and visited the camp before we left. Our loads were very heavy indeed and I 

wa s v, slow in front to start with. After being relieved of 3 Nutrican and 

2 Kan boxes (3OO lbs) I managed to keep in front alright. We reached the bergs 
011 the edge of the shelf and canped where P. and I had camped on the 18th Sept. 

* skied on £ a mile into the sea-ice channel which separates us from the ice front. 
^ scene has changed a great deal since then with movement of pressure ice. 

Y ' e *U1 be able to get through though tomorrow, I think. Spent a long evening. 

H * I killed a seal and P. and H. fed the dogs while I cooked some seal for 

k I conpjfeted the azimuth taken at Mushroom Island and plotted today’s 
tofcVwv,* 


twice 

Surface 

Ix)fcd 

father 

t)Og# 


14.8 miles 

2" we t snow clogging skis but good bearing surface beneath. 
Ad. 800: Moron. 1200: Sp. 1200. 

Oahu, overoast, a little snow. T«qpa -4*33.2 to 42»0°« 

Ked seal. 


















wt dn^ a,y 


12th November 1958 


beautiful morning - bright sun. We spent it in survey, Pete and I 
^arved an ^■ as 't lin ^ or Long and Azimuth and a transit for Lat, Henry sketched 
thf mountainous surrounds and Pete and I did a theodolite round observing a 
great many points. We then broke camp and spent 5 hours getting the sledges 
and loads to the edge of ohe Wordie ’helf. There was a stretch of about 50 yds 
which took a long tine to get the sledges through. We had to manoevure them 
over pressure and cracks and slu&h po&ls • Henry and I returned to the camp to 
sledge over the boxes we had left there. The drift up onto the shelf Is pretty 

steep.- about 25° - and we could only sledge the dogs up with light loads so 
that there are still a few boxes below to be manpacked up. I computed the 
a?tro-fix to-night. Henry got through to base on the sched. 

Excellent view to-day of the mountains east of the Wordie and right down 
to Mount Edgell. V. warm sun indeed but freezing to-night. 

Distance 3/4 mile 

"urface 6 M soft crystalline snow. 

Load Relayed 

Height Wordie approx 70 feet here. 

Weather Calm, a little overcast, +36 to 28 °. 

Dogs Fed Nutrican one block. 

Thursday 13th November 1958 

Camp 6 

e left at 11.00 on a course for the 3 pt. peaks at the back of the Wordie. 
k fc '- r *er difficult light with little surface definition. We crossed regular 
r ^t'; a t mile intervals. Most of them were well drifted and easy to 

,0!l * but we had to detour about a a mile when we came up against a deep sheer- 
^ ^ o*nal^li)ie rift which started from an ice island 6 miles from camp. We 
















„»« canned 9-3 miles in on the shelf at a point where the Fleming glaoier 

disturbance i? first noticed. Between spells of snow and poor vis we did manage 

some E ood view5 of the glacier and mountain to the North. The glacier Ronne 
, r ,ed looks a pretiy good route from this distance. 

V. busy evening on survey work and late to sleep every night recently. 

Distance: 9*3 niiles 

Loads : 1050 lbs each sledge. 

Weather : Overcast, calm. I hour snow, vis. intermittent. 

Surface : 2" soft wet snow and sticky. 

Friday 14 th November 1958 

Not veiy successful day. Dull weather and low cloud. After travelling 
2 miles we got into an area of very bad crevassing which was very dangerous as 
there was no surface indication of crevasses at all. My sledge broke through 
with one runner (v. fortunate that the crevasse at this point was only 2 feet wide). 
We had to unload it and pull it out and then did a careful r^oped recce sounding 

, V 

ine area. There were some v. large holes and a thirty bridged cavern between 

A" 

ny sledge and Pete*s 200 yds behind. Pete put a foot through and was v. lucky 
indeed not to dissappear. 7/e had to turn the dogs carefully helping each other 

^th our teams along a carefully probed course. Fortunately we had no more 
trouble but camped 2 miles further on at a point suitable for survey which we 

the weather will allow tomorrow. 

”0 we have only covered 4 miles to-day. After a good survey station here 
s h*ll start ~outh along the The If to the Kinnear mountains 35 miles aw^y. 

I 

glacier. I call this the Ronne glacier as it mast have been the route 
gelling back to base overland. It is about 3i miles wide where it 
into the shelf - v. crevasse! in centre but possible route might lie on 















•lank getting onto it on the slopes below W.16 mountain, 
f** ' 

feathers Temps +36 to +30°t.'<> Breezy, poor vis. One short break with 
a little sun. Cloud low. 

Distance: 4*0 miles 

surface: 2"' soft snow over hard. 

Load : 10 5° l*>s. 


Dot-; Weights AdmiJbals 


Caesar 

80 

Babe 

76 

Buster 

107i 

Alpha 

101 

Frankie 

90 

Wol 

92 

Johnny 

78 

Zeta 

Ikk 


Saturd'y 


15th November 1958 


■ amp 7 - Lie up/Survey 

We spent the day here as intended for survey but owing to the low cloud it 
has not been very successful. This afternoon we managed some compass and clino 
j angles but couldn’t get a sun fix and it wasn’t worth a theodolite round. We 

tfieghed the dogs. A couple have lost 7 lbs but generally v. little weight loss. 


,rom here we must make good speed down, the shelf ice to the Kirin ear mountains 
4ri - I hope we don’t meet with many crevasse interruptions on the way. 

Ljoodbox Started to-night at supper. We made the last box last 8 days by saving 
011 s eal meat. 

bo* 


3 cases used. I started on a new one. 

Weather: low cloud. Ten^s +26© to 32°. Blight breeze, high pressure, 

Distance: 0. 

Photos : 4 Kodachrome. 






16th November '8 


** •$> mill lunchtime waiting for visibility to improve. After' lunch it 



















** litUe manat;od t0 * eava at 3.00 p.m. The light wa, 3 till 

„ry P«* ( deflniti ° n 1 3hould «*>• Wth a law overcast sty ana can s 9e no 
jjfinitif”' at 311 to the surface. I took course slightly south of west for 6 
niles and*® thwl c0vered a ^rther 5g miles S.SW. travelling down the "heIf Ice. 
It are camped midway across the mouth of the Fleming glacier on good level ice. 

It have somewhere in front a belt of cracked shelf ice to pass through and it is 
tjiprojc 15 riile-s to the Southern end of the Shelf before starting the ascent of 

prospect Pass* 

Weather is very dull. It is now snowing a little with a breeze - vis very 
limited. V. good surface. We did 11.6 miles in 3J hours going. 

Lodta : 850 lbs 

Weather: 8/8ths low cloud. Temps +31 to +4O 0 , breezy, from North, 

Distance: 11 .63 miles 

Surface : 2" soft wet snow over fine crust. 

"orographic Notes This day’s traverse over good level shelf ice. In parts 
slightly bumpy with ridge and furrow. No crevasses. Clearly wise to give 
wide berth to ’ice rises* in shelf ice where disturbed ice is found. 

Monday 17th November 1953 

Camp 8 - Lie up 

Wind all day from North so we had to lie up. Though temp above freezing 
there in , iU ite a bit of drift. P.F. went out this afternoon and kindly fed the 

He came in soaked. Wind about 3° knots I suppose. I read The Cruel Sea* 

^esday 18th November 1958 

Camp 8 - Eie _U£ 


Very poor weather all d»\y. Driving sleet and snow. Everything drifted up 
V ‘ 1 *et snow. We haven’t moved and Apart from reading have done little useful# 
































1 


fed 


do©" one block each, Henry got through on shed. Similar weather at 
iaren t]y. Nigel has got the generator going at Base, This poor weather 


*fP £ 

lively to delay us for some tine. The barometer is still high but falling# 

, reft t deal of precipitation# 

A £ 


, _ 19th November 195$ 

} ©dn© s 

Camp 8 13th Day 

^till lying up. Sleet and snow is practically continuous. I dug out 

which was buried a foot under the recent accumulation. Plotted a bit 

on the fieic/sheet. Temp falling to freezing tonight. 


Thursday 


20th November 1953 


Camp 8 14-th Day 

Henry called us at 6 . 3 O a.m. as it seemed as if the weather had broken* 

I got out first ana started to dig the tent. One could see Ht. Balfour quite 
well but a completely overcast sky diffused the light and there was no definition 
in the surface. We all dug our sledges clear but while we worked to pack up 


camp it started to blew and drift heavily from the North. 

We had to get back into the tent again where we have lain up again while the 

»ind has blown a gale and still continues. It has started to freeze quite hard 
I did some plotting and changed the field sheet on the plan*/table. 




21st November 195^ 


till unable to move 
4<4 drift hiD» been pretty 


Camp 3 15th Day 

forward, we have lain up in the tent all di\y while wind 
continuous outiide. It premised to olear at 3*3^ 


























fete weilt out **ut 011 hour later ‘ k}le vis was blotted out again and the 

o<; laiot wind returned# In the short while Pete managed several angles 
^ich I booked. 

♦Lie up* lassitude is becoming unpleasantly prominent now. The bar 
fallies report on sched of poor weather at *Y* now not encouraging# 

Sched news:- 1> oignal from ecfids that building (derations next year likely 
to cut into field programme and two extra men (Wilson d/e and I/e Fevre (WCH) 
coming down# Biscoe at Stanley and Shackleton on way to hope Bay# 

Dogs Epsilon got off and stole up to 5 blocks Nutrican to-day. He was not 
fed this evening# 


Saturday 22nd November 1958 

Cainp 8 

High wind all day. Lay up. V# tedious. Bar at low of 954 mbs. 

Tind stopped midnight to-night and now snowing steadily. I read Wuthering Heights 


"undav 


0 amp 9 


23rd November 1953 


At last we managed to break camp although late. The weather started to 
Cxtar ^ter lunch and we got away at 3*3° P*™. The rifted area 2 miles 
^bead gave no trouble. We weaved a safe course through it and got onto good 

shelf ice beyond. We had patches of quite bright weather and the surface 
though a little soft and sastrugified was pretty good. We stopped after 6j 
®&d did some survey getting angles to Mount Be If our and the hilA %t the 

f a « jj 

the Fleming Cinder. We then covered 5 miles non-stop passing another 
inland* on the Eastern side. The traverse plot makes us & ;uiles fiwi the 






















lKinn e*r Coast* but I think we are closer than that. Cloud has lingered ovdr 
the county to the South all p.m. so have not been able to see cleeu^.the route 

v jp prospect Pass. 

Sincerely hope the weather breaks now and gives as some good visibility 
and sun for a * fix 1 . 

Distance 1 12.7 miles 

Weather : overcast with clear patches. Tenps +31 to +26°F. Calm in p.m. 
Surface : 4" soft over bearing surface. 3 miles sastrugi. 

Jjoad : 850 lbs Self* 

930 lbs Moom. 

900 lbs Sp. 

Pood box No.3 started this evening. Photos: one Kodachrome. 


Fonday 


24th November 1938 


Camp 10 18th Day 

Beautiful morning at 7.00 a.m. We could see all the Kinnear and Edgell 
mountain?* very clearer. We were out by 8.3O a.m. doing survey, taking angles, 
photos (Fete took a photo arid getting a sun fix for longitude. We got 

away at 11.15 a.m. with the sky rapidly clouding over. Rather slow 7 miles to 
tne foot of the snow slopes leading up to the Prospect Pass. By the time ve 
bad started to ascend it had begun .to snow and we had to canp. The slopes do 
not ^?pear very steep but we have struck deepefcrift surfaces and the sledges 

bogging every few yards. Moomins again doing well, exceptionally. My boys 
racking the Instigation of the following sledges. Has been snowing non-stop 
fo/ C hours now. Temp just on freezing. Haw Snovy Petrel and a C.ull 

y®aterdey. 


Distance: 7.5 miles 

W : 85 O Uo. H. 930. P .900 

: Bearing 2 feet soft snow. 

Weather : Fine to olog, with snow, +26° to +33° 

: 200 1 aj>| j*ox. 

V. lUooeMsful, N. and K, end B. to leave for *Y* 1 Uw t 
PMf ooe oan*t get in Deception] 





















25th November 1953 



ha'* 


Veiy 3° n S ^ n ^ ee< ^ ^ or the distance of 3*4 miles made good. But we 
climb©^ about 1000 ft and considering the appalling surface, done well 


enough. 

Clear fine day. Breakfast at 7*00 ja.m. and away 9*00 a.m. 10" soft snow 

fell l^t night so without hesitation we left 13 boxes depoted and started off 

^th half loads (400 - 500 lbs) each sledge. After 4' a mile had to depot 6 

more boxes and we tried one of us leading out on a rope and the other two 
driving 3 sledges between them. Very slow progress and deep trail up a long 
-now incline. At 3*00 p.m. we reached the top of the steep section, 1000 ft up. 
After a quick cupper Henry and I left with our teams supplemented by 4 dogs 
from Spartans to pick up the remaining boxes. Pete P. stayed at camp to survey. 

On the made trail it was a v. different matter, h&lped too by the evening frost 
(temp +25°). We got back in 4 hours. 

We observed a sun transit and theji computed latitude g our de within 5 mile 

of the D.R. traverse ;which is encouraging. 

Beautiful weather to enjoy this camp position and its view. But the 


surface must improve to make better distances. 


Distance: 

3*4 miles made good. 10.2 total. 


Height : 

1,100 approx. 


Surface : 

1 ft soft over 2 ft mod soft snow. 

Clogging and slow. 

Weather : 

A little high ^tr. and cirrus but 
25° to 30°P. 

fine light air. 

Dogs ; 

Johnny limping L.H. leg. 


Photos : 

3 Kodachrome on route up. 


es&ay 

Oamp 12 20th day 

26th November 1953 


f «^ite magnificent day but 'he enjoyment somewhat limited by the arduous 
of relying in this very soft snow. Left oamp at 10,30 a.m, Self leadiivg 

























rsQO lbs and others with 65O lbs and 700 lbs* 


We left 16 boxer, at the 


<rit h 




We covered 4* 3 miles by 2.30 p.m. Two stretches of ij miles with slight 
t and a steep climb midway. We have risen 540 foet and are 1,700 feet 


gradien 

qea -level approx* We are capped just below a col to the S.W. of the main 
rinnear mountain#( This is not the route that Stevenson and Co* used on the 

(Incorrect: I think now same route). They passed through a lower col 4 miles 
to the feat of our position. But this route should be more direct for our 
purposes. With progress as it is we cannot afford to do any extra milesJ 
Pete and I returned for the depot which took hours. We got back to 
Camp at 7*00 p.m. Very tiring day. Haw true it is that a day*s mileage 
sledging is often in indirect proportion to effort needed. 

Henry left at canp had pitched the tent and prepared supper for our return. 


Distance 

Weather 

Surface 

Photos 

Dogs 


If.30 miles made good. 12.90 total by rel^y. 

Light air. Sunny. Ex. vis. +20o to 31°E# 

Deep snow. 

9 harvi held pan from lid approx on pan x /8.150 yellow filter. 
Wol bitten left front paw by Alpha, cut. Johnny not using 
L.H. leg. Appears v. painful. 


" ^ 27th November 1958 

Canp 13 - 21st day 

We did better to-day. I cooked breakfast at 6.00 a.m. and we were away 

*t 9 no 1 

• u a.m. We took 2 loads up the fairly steep slope of the pass and covered 
5 •> ^iles to the top in 3 hours. This was a climb of 300 ft. or so. We all 
" n fro|fl the top to fetch up the depot load and got back at 3.00 p.m. 

^ managed full loads along an easy gradient and an improved surface. 

It ii< 

131 awfully slow though. From our high vantage point we looked across 

V* L 

'■*1 of tlie ltarnka glacier wliichi flowj» into the ^ovind. The Traverjxe 

















■■■■■ 



tldn9 stood up well and the range 0 „ the E. coast of Alexander Land. 
he *l of the Eureka is broad expanse of smooth quite level ice. We are 
osohlnfi a small rock outcrop on the S. edge of the Kinnear slopes. This 


from a 


tomorrow 


distance looks a v. good air depot site. 

Our present height approx 2, 5 00 ft. We should reach our furthest South 

and then travel East across the head of Prospect Pass glaoier. 

Weather quite fine this morning though cloudy but deteriorating all p.m. 

rith low cloud sweeping in from the North. Misty and snowing now. 

Distance: 5.0 miles made good. 9 miles total by relay. 

Surface : improving to 8 " soft snow and firmer - bearing skis 

Weather : Temps +21° to +25°. Wind 10 knots from N. 7/8 tp 8 / 8 th str. 3000' 
Dogs : Johnny limping. 3abe tail down. 

Load * Q-P-*- ~7r.r\ n— tt > ~ 


• "'"““V jaoc ClOWn • 

: after drelay 750 lbs. H. 1,000. P. 750 . 


Friday 


28th November 1958 


Camp 14 - 22nd day 
Ve had to lie up all morning while it snowed and blew from the North with. 

*~' e ‘^ind not strong enough j, though, to improve the surface. We got away 


at P* ra * 311(1 travelled until 8.00 p.m. but only covered 2.00 miles. We could 
" sledges moving on a downgrade byt fearfully slow progress on tile 

I -ig-test ups lope. The Spartans with about 85 O lbs were veiy slow and it sometimes 
II 0j ^ 1 e te 5 minutes to start his sledge* The little Moomins had 1050 lbs. 

l^ e ‘ J 7 3 "trained his back a little. 

I I <| 

caroped - k - a mile from an accessible rock outcrop. Pete put up camp while 

I v 

■ 11 J ^ 

1 C '-J edged up to the rock. We collected some specimen^ (a side line which 

IL 

I r 7 v *i \ 

•feJy looking after). While looking at Konne pliotos on the top the packet 
' Jl °'it of ny hands and slithered down the slope no we had to do a careful 
I ' m to retrieve them. Excellent \dew East *und 8outh across a level snow 

Ilf w, ‘loh fihows the route to offer few obntaoeln for m»u\y miles. Thin tedious* 





















.urfo* 

# 

qpftrt ® 15 


Is our only handicap. Much colder this evening, Sky clearing and 

of fiiw day tomorrow. Pete troubled with a touch of snow blindness 

doesn’t get worse. \/e all had a go this evening at improving the 
harnesses which fit the dogs very badly. 




Instance! 2.00 miles 

feather : overcast, snowing with 20 knot wind from N, until 5 .00 p.m. 

Clearing to fine in late evening. Temps +18° to +t0° approx. 
Surface : V’ fresh soft over soft and v. slow. 

Loads : Moc®. 1050. Ad. 800. Sp. 730 lbs. 

.-it/Depot Site: This rock outcrop (Survey Ref .7790) appears very suitable. 

:.vel snow to Past of rock 300 yds from it. Plane could taxi up close to rock. 

Rock is approx ISO* above glacier level and 40* above gentle surrounding slope to 

To South steep snow banks descend. An ice hillock with prominent cornice 

aa S, side of Summit rises above the rock on the East side approx 2*00 yds away. 






Saturday 29th November 1953 

Camp 13 - 23rd day 

Beautiful weather. 77e made painfully slow progress but covered > .0 miles 

at an average speed of 1 m.p.h. We are on a great stretch of level snowiield 
at the heads of the Eureka and Prospect Pass glacier. We seem to crawl across 
it. la the burning sun at midday we seem to be crossing a sandjt desert plain. 
0«r faces are burnt and lips cracked and there is a shimmering haze across the 
snow surface. He had a view down the Prospect Pass glacier across the tfordie 

* the mountain E. of Cape Berteaui and to the S.W. the high mountain wall of 
‘Wider Land stood out very clearly. ?e have now started to ascend the E. 

el °K of the P. Pass glacier arid will probably have to olirab to about J0CO ft. 

* 

fe ltitude here jus approx 2/*O0 ft. 

We observed a West Cun for Longitude and Aslnuth. 


I computed tlie Long. 




























29th »ov. At the | 
5'reto Glacier. 

®iexanderland 

the distnace. 


» 


Lunch halt on the 
sane day .Lo oki ng 
South to the 
Trave rse lit s. 


’’eatureless plat- 
-uu South of Prospect 
1^88 . 































SmU) 

evening the traverse is 1.5 miles out - this error ^«pe the 

i. r t I^nfi* obs * Cam 5P9, 43 miles back. The chronometer is behaving badly 
^ oU gh yud obs not \* reliable. Henry checks the chronometer error every evening 
the *68* Set. The midnight sun is shining on the tent wall now. 

yearfully arduous work on this surface. 7/e can*t keep the sledges moving 
for more than 100 yds at a time. Pete has great difficulty in starting his sledge 
It is back breaking work. To overcome the static friction one needs a tremendous 
concerted effort on the part of the dogs and driver to free the runners from the 
clogged snow that adheres on stopping. Then to keep the sledge moving constant 
encouragement to the dogs and a steady shove on the handlebars which is all pretty 
fatiguing work. 

7 e are eating less than standard ration in that we make one box last 8 days 
instead of ?. This will give us an extra week out over the whole period. The 
difference is something like 600 calories less per day and one feels it a little 
with these present conditions. We are eating approx 3>'instead oi 4>200* 

Distance: 7.0 miles o 

Weather : Calm, bright, sunny. Te^ros +5° this evening. +20 midday. 

Load : Self 800 lbs. Moora. 800 - 950* Sp. 800 - 950* 

Photos : Pan X tl from C.14 of W.90. 

2 } lunch halt (men) 

3 ) lunch halt (sledfees) 

4) Traverse Mountains from C.14* 

Surface : Soft and slow. 10” soft snow, patches better surface. 

Dogs : Johnny better but not working. Spartans working much better. 

Moomins poor this a.m., better p.m. 


30th November 195® 

Camp 1 6 . 24th dqy 

*• got away 0945. Better progress until middfy when the Heat of the sun 
‘“•'lor.tM the -, u-f«oe very mioh. Ufa decided to nwitoh to night tr.vol *o have 
e. r jy ( .. j>.m. ) wul will ntnrt Again »t 3*^0 n.iu. or so* Vhi^ will 


















h ,v» ndvmt '^'* the chief being improved surfaces with the night frost. 

Also it be far 1033 fatiguing for us and the dogs sho.Od he keener, 
instance: 0.3 miles 

Surfac© * 8 soft and tending to clog. 

Weather : oirro / s tr. hut sunny and calm. + 5 0 last night, 

photos : pan X, 2 of sledges following ray trail. One of self and Alpha. 


Honday 1st December 1958 

Camp 17 — 2Sth d ay 

We all had a v. short night especially H. who operated the sched v. 
successfully at 9-30 P* m « Pete cooked breakfast at 2,00 a.m. and we were away 
at 4*43 a * m * some trouble with his dogs which delayed us a bit. 

Overcast and cold on leaving but by 9.00 a.m. the skies were clearing and it 
turned out a magnificent day. We travelled downhill all day along a broad glacier 
that leads us into the "Fleming* We managed to make more distance with the slope 
in our favour and covered 11.15 miles. We have descended about 300 ft. and will 







isscend further tomorrow into the Fleming glacier. We are camped on the edge of 


this large glacier and look across it to the complex mountains and ridges to the 
-orth. Very sunny afternoon - much of it spent in survey. We observed Lat. 

bong, by the sun and did a theodolite round. Only 5 hours now before 
tr 'eakfast at midnight. We are going at a great pace at the moment but not 


covering many miles I fear. To-day has been very valuable though. 


Distance 

Surface 

Weather 

In ad 
Photos 


T<js 


Hi 


11.15 miles 

P.oft and slow. Clogging after 1C.00 a.m. 

Overcast clearing to sunny and calm* 

T.elf 780 lbs. Moo. 800 lbs. Sp. 1000 lbs. 

Took 9 shot pan /survey from this camp. 2 shots of camp 
5 shot pan ofW.66 and glacier. Changed film to Kkt. A ,24 



Cm ip 18 — 26 th 

* I'oorfl apoJl of fine weather. 


beautiful night and d\\ • 

































The broad sweep of the Fleming Glacier and 
hack view of the ’ ’hree Point Peaks’ . 




















te, VC a+ 3*45 a.m. Pretty cold at +6° and 



irift* The sur ^ aoe improved 

^ ft survey/lunch halt at 8.00 

$C * 

le5 before midday. 


a down glacier breeze with 
enormousty as we crossed the Fleming, 
a.m. after 8 miles and then made ahother 


7 e have came into some very impressive country. We came through a gap 


the first belt of mountains that border the Fleming on the Forth side. From 
, caB j) we overlook two glaciers that flow down into the Fleming mouth from 
high mountains. It is a steep drop into the adjacent glacier tomorrow. We 
shall then ascend the glacier towards the p-sfLteau beyond where I hope to find 
a glacier leading to the head of the Clark glacier on the West Coast. From there 
are assured of a route through to Mobiloil Inlet on the East Coast, 


We observed the sun twice to-day for azimuth and mag. variation^ and did a 


theodolite round at camp. Fete and H. climbed a small hill to collect a icc-> 


-pecimen - locks like granite. 


Very busy period this and we are putting behind 


r.ore miles now. Awfully interesting country. I can’t keep pace with survey 
though. It is all going in my traverse book and will remain unplotted for 


some time* 


Distance: 

Weather 

Surface 

Load 

Photos 


5.5 miles 

right sunny. +6° to +20°. Clouding over p.m. 
nproving to fine crust. 

r,0 lbs self. Moo, 75°* , _ . 

lack and white - survey and gen. interest - no.ed in tra\erse 

nnk- Finished Kkt. cassette. 


3rd December 19?8 

Cam). 19 - 27th 

Another prwgreaaive day In which we have m-.de $.U5 "dies end climbed about 
100n f**t. It „ tar ted to blow from the N.E. when we packed up 2000 *.m. 

U blow, .teedily all d. V with quite a bit of drift but we h.v* »«*«ed to 



























tr* v 


<igit, though somewhat cola, Excellent surface on the two glacie 


era 


have 


been on. 


ye dropped down steeply from our camp for about*200 ft applying rope 
$ e. This brought us into a glacier running East Y7.41 Ridge into 

centre of the country. It is smooth and pretty uncrevassed. We only went 
it for three miles and then turned up to the N,E, up a glacier that climbs 


in an 


even slope to the high plateau to the North, We have followed it up for 

smiles* climbing all the way. The dogs did awfully well and our'.still heavy 
✓ 

sledges slithered over the polished snow surface. No crevasse trouble, 

4 head our route seems clear for another 12 miles or so. 

Qnqeither side of this glacier are mountain blocks rising up to about 
5000 ft (assuming our camp at 3000). Ahead the country rises into rounded hills 
and typical high plateau to the N.E. To the N.W. a range of very .high mountains 
up to about 7,000 ft. rise beyond a broad glacier which we shall enter and crass. 

7/e must find a route around these high mountains. 

Tie cairped early at 10.00 a.m. My day has been spent in computing sun sights 
and plotting the traverse in an attempt to catch up on some Oj. tne survey 
Henry and P.F. took a photo round here. 


Distance 

Weather 

load 

Surface 


l\fo ““+24°. 25 knots from N.E. drifting. A little clear sky. 

3 elf 900 lbs. H. 750. r.F. 850. 

Hard windpacked. 


4th December 1 q fS 


®IUrs<lQy 

Camn 20 - 28th day: 

[ didn't manage our early start as it was blowing hard at midnight. 


w 




••JO 


made breakfast at 3.00 a.m. and after doing sane survey we got away at 

If felt awfully oold with the wind against ua and low drift. The 









































wa c only but one seems to feel it »m ,u 
f . 1 “ much m “'« »t this time of year. 

flfdc^ ®P glacier all a ay and climbed 1000 ft to , 4 

ft * to a P oln t at the foot of a 

, ovpr T,nr> mm in + n i._. 


Our 


where 


■*■ ** oli “ i oox; of a 

Jeading over the mountains to a glacier beyond We „ 

y ad. ,/e are canned below a moun- 

* ** " 056 ° n ft high * »■ * « very impressive ran„e 

Vi?r eXtendS rleht aCrOSS the WOrdie to the Kinnear mountain. 


we were a week ago. 


our "■«' - •»—« a-.* „ Mra ., 

pete suggested calling it -Anchor- NonaUk. We observed the noon sun and 

a£ air, later for longitude and Azimuth and took a round of angles. 

11*8 miles 
Self 85O lbs. 

Windswept and hard, 

knots N. E., clearing to bright sun n nil( a, r ^ . . 

climbed 1000 ft. S oUn * Glou< fr over mountains. 


Distance 

Load 

Surface 

Weather 

Height 


Friday 


5th December 1958 


Camp 21 

,,e started up the pass at 8.3O this morning - very fine weather. It was 
CxjJlu 01 a>:OU ^ 800'. ?he last 300* was pretty steep and we had to relay which 
| 00h 4 couple of hours. At the top some cloud came down so we hurried to get 
j 1 tlle °tber side to get below the level. Vic had some glimpses of the glacier 

rr A 

0 ' 1 ° vm to the head of the Clark<^and it Avas a joy to recognjse the mountains 

*hi C h j.1. 

* now that our route is clear and that we have found the right glacier. 

^‘ * < r 3 miles fast down glacier travel we camped as the vis was not v. good 
' t want to miss the survey of this area. Behind us to the East the 
1 oljjflkc; U p ^. 0 plateau, on the N. side rise a few rounded hills. 

^grml that came through last night from Secfids oasts a shadow e\er 
1 UJ » The idea of sledging out to *W* does not attract we at all. 















M' 






it does not come to anything with all the •cleaVur. , , 

01 ea *«P' that needs 

r at Base to finish +h->- 


dating 


up- woric that needs 

at Base to finish the year tw, 

. ' 17 80t throu £ h "V reply this evening, 

toe. 8.2? total* 5.9 


pistanoe: 8.^? total* 5.9 made d 

Climb : Hoc * Descent 3 00». Alt 516 O ft 

Surface : Hard, windswept. " ou n * 

gather : Fine a.in. Cloudy, misty p.m T>mrv 4 *» ft 

po gs : Fed 2 Nutrioan. y p # Ten S ) +1 7°. 

Photos : Colour (Kkt) 3 shots on pass. » T t h« ^ ^ 

Pog boxes in quantity. u ' las o-10 man boxes. 


Saturday 


6th December 1958 




Camp 21 - 50 th Day 

Our first lie-up for nearly a fortnight. It has been very mild and muggy 


and snow and poor visibility has kept us from moving. About 4 " soft snow fell durrr 
the night# Pressure has dropped fast. 


To-aay has given me a chance to catch up a bit on survey work and I have 
plotted the traverse up to date and computed the astro obs of the last few days 


Oar altitude here is 5>200 ft, the pass which we oame over yesterday is 5,300 ft. 
and the mountain East of it is just over 7,000 ft. The plateau which this 
glacier leads up to must be close on 7>000 ft# I am very pleased that n y 
calculation of this route has so far proved quite practical. Last night U± 
^ed to full rations to celebrate our 200 miles out from Base which has been 
done in quite good time. I hope a prolonged spell of bad weather does not set in 
ri °* though;. 

This glacier leads down to a very interesting area in the region of Sickle 
(0ar t»in about 15 miles down. I hope we oan get a good astro fix down there. 

1» a prominent nu»<atak at the meeting point of several glaciers for which 
propose the name 'Confluence Nunetak'. I suggest aitrugi Fass 

4 fin. 

over yesterday. 

' iPT : Calm, Knowing. Tmpu +20 to +15°* 
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R ** w W* 
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j* * 


fit 



















7th December 195>3 



Camp 22 - 31st Da^y 
gather not v. settled but we set off 8*00 a.m. 8" soft snow which 
-hioned* the rough going over sastrugi. The glacier had a good constant 
1or , e and we made quite good time coming 10 miles before lunch when we observed 

the sun for Lat. 

It was perfectly calm at the lower end of the glacier where it flows into 
,lacier descending from the N. E. into the 'Ronnie'. We kept to the S. side 
c f the mouth under the steep cliffs of W.24. No sooner had we got into the 
NI</SW glacier than a moderate gale hit us with thick drift. Thinking that when 
we should have crossed the glacier we would find it calm we kept going in small 
stops and starts. We soon found ourselves in heavy crevassing and wound our way 
between very wide bridges. The cold was v. noticeable and after an hour of 
this dangerous stuff X decided to camp where we were. We got the tent up without 
much trouble and were comfortable a couple of hours later. 

I didn't think this glacier would bring us out quite so far down. The 
crevassing here is bad and I shall feel easier when we are up on the higher levels 
again. 

Distance: 14.6 miles 

Load : 800 lbs 0 Q 

leather : Calm a.m. Gale p.m. +12 to +2b . 

Surface : Firm, 10” soft to hard sastrugi. 

8th December 1553 

nmn p 22 - 52 nd Day 

The wind has continued to blow all day and kept us in the tent. I have 
l ** > * , tonlahin e ly idle and instead of oatohing up on a lot of arrear survv * ork 
’ ’ <+• practically nothing. I ooroputed yesterday’* »dn obs for hat and 











th<? traverse up to that point. 


fio *** 4 

sunny day apart from the wind and drift. 

feather : Temps 20°P., pressure rising. Wind 20-35 knots, 
pood P° x: Started at mid-day. 

cched * ^ ad 5 days in. sq. bay of v. good weather. 

^sday 9th December 1958 

Camp 23 - 33rd Day 

A v. interesting day indeed. After a ^ hour survey round of angles, 
having packed up the sledges, Henry and I did a ^ mile roped recce to find the 
best route out of the mass of crevasses in which we were camped. The light was 
not v. ^ood and a cold persistent wind blew which made me and kept me cold all day 
,,T e had a little trouble for l|r miles but then had to cross a very crevassed 
Wretch where I was able to probe through bridges as often as find a solid bottom! 
One runner broke through a bridge right on the edge but we were lucky and got off" 
lightly indeed . We had been heading for W.55 Nunetak but now changed course up 
6 glacier which might have proved a blind alley but I took the chance cf finding 
a gap in the N.W. comer. We climbed about 500* in 3 miles and reached a col 
commanded an entirely fresh view. Henry and F. went off to a nearby rook 
°utcrop and collected several specimens. By walking on a bit I was relieved to 
find a good slope leading down to a glacier parallel to that up which we had come. 
^ w »s in fact the »RonneS glacier upper reaches. The glacier was flanked by 
' ive ridges which rose ip at a steep constant angle. .Ve continued up to 
* cf this glacier, bunping over sastrugi and climbing quite a bit. \fter 

' ilt ** came out onto a broad expanse of glaoier running West down to the 

'Urjf* . 

the West coast arid E.NE. to Mobiloil. I call this for the present 

Trough*. 


On the N. side an iiipre: aive escarpment wall rises up to at 








a 6,? 00 ft * This fe cut off 1" » H/S line by a glacier that join, the head of 
\e* 

plM-lce with Windy Valley. Two prominent nunetaks mark the entrance to this 

tJ> P 

^ er . We caEiped Rt a good surv ®y P 0 ^t, observed the sun for Longitude and 
^ u th and did a theodolite round, I plotted the traverse up to date. 

Most interesting day and one’s only regret is that there Is insufficient time 

^less one cuts down on 6 hours sleep) to record the whole day’s impressions fully. 

ball have to re ^ on m€moi y & great deal. 

Distance: 9»55 miles 
Load : 800 lbs 

Weather : Windy, Tenps +10 . Overcast much of day. 

Teinesday 10th December 1958 

Camp 24 - 34th Day 

Another very good day which finds us 7 miles to the IT.W. camped beneath a 
prominent mountain, shaped like a pyramid (W.180), We arrived here at 12.00 and 
rile Pete made up a large depot, Henry and I climbed to a rock outcrop and 
.•ollected several specimens of H’s choosing. With most of our load depoted we 
kd-ed with light loads into ’reclusion Valley* to see what sort of route it 
tffers from the sea-ice into this area. One can’t see up this valley from the 
- e *-ioe but there is one Ronne photo which shows its existence and to-day’s recce 
^ miles down the upper section has proved the whole upper pai-o to be luite 
fc «£ible arid in fact v. good for a route. It will be a most direct route into 
' r;i *re& for future parties if the sea-ioe approach is found satis factory. 

** V. rough with gr-eat sastrugi formations and luvrd ridges. The sledges tv>od 
c hatfljaering. We got back to the depot at 5*^ P* ra * 

Hsn O' got through on the a died. Secfids replied my tel. and agrees mi 

suggcfitions to plateau evaoxiation. 
















p^tance: 
Wither : 

surf ft0ff ; 

photos : 


Total 15,1 miles. Hade good 7 miles, extra by recce 8 mile*. 
Overcast, wind 20 knots from N. Temps +1 6 to +23 • 

Hard, sastrugi. 

6 shot pan from C.24 of Sickle and Mts South and 75, of Clarke Gl. 


fill's da ' r 


11th December 1958 


Camp 23 ** 35th Day 


We got s ome liesurely survey done before breaking camp. The sun was 
^utifuUy warm and no wind stirred. 7fe sledged a mile to the 3.E. to enter 


the N/S trough running up to Windy Valley. Our route took us across some very 
rough sastrugi but after 2 miles the gradient levelled off and we hit a beautifully 
hard and windswept surface. A 23 knot wind blew down the glacier which was 
bitingly cold on. our raw faces.and on hands at survey halts. We stopped at 12.10 
and put up the pup tent to eat our lunch in shelter and observe a meridian sun, 
popping in again to get warm afterwards. We approached a cloud of fine drift 
that hung over the col of windy Valley* After two miles after lunch the vis 
decreased aid I had to steer by sledge compass but when I thought we were in the 
centre of the gap leading through tc Mobileil we camped. 

H. and P, weighed the dogs. Average loss 10 lbs but some up to 23 lbs loss. 

^ ■the® 2 blocks to-day. 

The weather cleared at 7.00 p.m. Beautiful view down to the Traffic Circle. 
' We great hopes of getting Mobiloil Inlet surveyed on this journey if tlii igs 
20 ** they are. These glaciers we are on arc magnificent routes - uncrevassed 



kv «ree # 


Height : 3,300' 

Distance: 10.9 aiiles 

Surface : flastrugi and smooth glacier hard. 

Weather : (j tJutM km Caim, Wind getting up to <^3 knots -7, diitti vg, 
75x. vis. thin evening. 

: 700 lbs. Total 2,200 lbs. 


Load 















3rd December 


Anchor Dunatak. 



llt>i December. ’Our route took ua 
very rourh najatrugi*. 


u' ro so o Ohio 
















Camp 26 - 36th Day 
'Hub Nunetak* 


12th December 195^ 




siting this at breakfast on ^aturdqy. I fell asleep last night and 

t , any plotting done* This a.m* it is blowing strongly down the Trough 

aifr 1 • 


are being idle* We had a good day yesterday inspite of 25-30 knot wind 

and ^ 

f rtunately on. our backs) which picked up the d±ift and made any halts very cold* 


rough* has proved an excellent route* After two miles a prominent 

ih? 

t un£^ at its mouth came into view* This must be *Hub* Nunetak described in the 


^ the air recce flight* It has a sharp ridge aligned with the T/W 
direction of the glacier. The glacier falls very gently from our camp on the Col 
to this nunetak, over a distance of 12 miles* We only dropped about 1500 feet 


L'.l much of this was over the first and last two miles* We had luncn in ^he 


pup tent and Fete did a round of compass and clinometer angles. 

There is very impressive country on either hand. At the head of this 
trough there is a gap which leads through into Windy valley* The 
£««ier -TOO Clarks continues N. rising quite steeply to undulating plateau country 
« fte head of Martin glacier. Looking down ’Hub' Nunetak Trough the mountain 


"Us appear continuous and unbroken but on both N. and B. sides two entrant 

this tLtir. glacier 

f» I *. • / Vj 



^Wbetiee^hTr'col and Hub Nunetak. On the N. side between W.215 «vd *.217 
*«tos . glacier m, N. into high plateau between this trough and the Neny 
^*.7 dies f-orther Hast there is a wide break between W.233 sn<* 'V.213 .and this 
*+* probably rune straiglat through to the Nery Trough just f. of P.43. V? «ni 
V ' «. one glacier of note breaking the aouthern wall of this trough between 
'•* *d ,.227. It rari ^ t o the 3.W., presumably into the high mountains Moot 

" w. circumvented during the past 3 days. There is also one small oorri. 


i 4 •/_.« , . rimrt into the mountain block Cor *i'prcvx 

w*m\ ii,7 ?7 wd 9» w* 1 * 0 ” runrt 1 




















5.22^7 glacier would be sledgeable. 


i 


fe *** 


oaiaped on ohe 8. side of Hub Nunetak which seems to rise about 1000 ft, 


CxVf 




us» 


We look W^rt out into Mobiloil Inlet and can see what I think Is 


nunfljfca^ and t pait. of the coast. Mason’s East coast survey traversed 

I. 

the mouth of tnis-large bay so that we was not able to fix much detail in 

^a, I hope that we shall be able to spend 10 days or so and do a circuit 


across 


this 


of the 


bfi y before turning up the Neny Trough, 
distance: 12.8 miles. Total miles made good 261.55. 

Height : 1,9^0 ft. 

feather ; Blowing 20-30 kngts from West with drift quite heavy. 

Temps +19 ho +20 • V. little sun* 

Surface : Bearing soft 6” drifted. Rather sib#. 


Saturday 13th December 1958 

Camp 26 - 37th Day 

Pretty strong wind all day from East - down glacier. We lay up. 

I caught up quite a bit on survey work* A lot of accumulation rouna <-*he ^amp* 
"enry got through v?ell on the sched* Vie all sent Xmas signals home* Joh_ A and 
Colin have'sledged down to Gtonington in a record time of 5 hrs 50 mins. I wish 

- could be there to welcome them* 

Distance: 0 0 0 

Weather : 25-40 knots from East* Temp +25 to +35 

Height 1900 feet. 


: \r 


Camp 26 - 38th Day 


14 th December 1°58 


L i*-op «gain though not «>it* so literally. This morning I spent g hours 
out v .ledge «na oentrrt trace which waa 2 f~t under. The other two 

*i tK*4^ 

out this afternoon* 

1 'Uffered a ^o.t lose. When I n out 1 undipped lot. aa his tr.oe w« 


















le a he ° ould 90Rr0< “^’ move - n e slunk wound the oanp wolfing f.eciea while 


r dogs growled their joolosy. Having cleared up all he could I turned 

¥ V ' 

t0 find him chewing ray blue jersey to piece?. It has lost its right arm 

if it 1 * an ^ cnn r,carce ^7 claim to possess the warm soft feel that it had 

,»A ^ 


< 0 ** 


:ne. 




first giv^ 

. have been in cloud all day with vis less than £ a mile. 

it.. triean left^ 4 

ran food to last 28 days from tomorrow 
f0 od to last 33 days from tomorrow 
1 ** 28 feeds + 10 

1 extra feed every 3rd day. 


15th December 1933 

Cano 2? - 39th Day 

Veiy p 00r visibility at 6.00 a.m. I went back to sleep and got up 0900 when 
e sky was clearing. It didn’t clear up well enough to break can® so H. and I 
did over to the TIE. end of the f*J.b Nunetak and collected several specimens of an 
' cresting looking volcanic nature. Pete managed to get sane angles while we 

\ . lot back lunch time and broke camp. L -'- ' * -^ 

Tina started to blow quite strongly down glacier. Though the temp wa- up 
t +35° it was lawfully cold on the hands I found. A very good ,-uiace inaeed. 

‘ tote gooa time and covered 8 miles to reach the mouth of the oteny Trough. 

This Traffic Circle, as it is sc appropriately named, is a most interesting area 
la a pattern of glacis and mountain blocks all converging into the Shelf in 

* * heed of Mobile il Inlet. To-day, having got out of the ’Hub Nunetak’ glacier 

* - *le to sort out more of the t -a ^ise the attar two brg 

. , 1arke Ml d the other to the beok of 

ti’mt flow South - the one to the o 

• t« \. MhtM A f v 


I think. Tills Ift-st h * 1 


u nunetak very similar to ’Hub Nunetak’ in 










TRAFFIC circle 



M 

'h 


We capped in a wind again. Good slipper. Dicta*t mention a fev; crevasses 
frail 2 miles back. Henry and Pete both jmt a leg through holes. Prom a point 
her- Ifcshall depot 2 weeks stuff and allow 10 days for a survey of Mobileil 

Distance: 8.1 miles 

Weather : Calm a.m., low cloud. TiTindy p.m. from East. 

Temps +32° to -t-35 0 F. Vis. up to 1+0 miles, 
if ace : Thavw^ wind crust breaking, but fast. 

*** : 700 lbs. 


^iay 


16th December 19f»$ 


Camp 28 - ¥Hh Day 




3 hour--! this morning observing a dull sun for longitude and axinuth 

bin* a % % 

h theodolite round. Before we had finished * belt of low oloud 













\iP 3 he If ioft and 

00 ei * blotted out 

Ability- Deciding to leave the depot the-. we ' ta " e4i ‘ ta 

^ak at the 3. side of the TV.ee.-. | ^ °" * 00ur5e for the 


at the 3. side of the Traffi. Cirole / ' ^ " ‘ °° WM f * r 

latitude through the mist and camped early • ^ 0bSerV94 ** '”® 

— - —. -^ n ir “ ■■“*— 

We weighed the dogs - interesting , 

a-ot weighing we have fed thesa 


\ blocks 
little weight 
-amp 27 depot . 

Nutrican 


"-^-Lug we have fed tl 

everj. 3 d^s (i. e . one extra every i 

^ 3rd da ^ they have gained a 

icht. 


7 cases 
Fuel 4 galls 

1 box gash items 
1 empty gerrv can 

1 tripod 

2 flags 


Distance 

Weather 

Surface 

Load 


7.6 miles 

becoming dull, misty calm. 
Thaw, crystalline crust* 
Self 380 lbs. 


Temps +31 to +34°P, 


idnesday 


17th December 1953 


Camp 29 - 4^st Day 
had to lie-up all this morning unfortunately. It snowed and we couldn’t 
• of the hills at all. After lunch it cleared somewhat. We packed up and 
^ided to travel back on yesterday’s trail for two miles because in the mist we 
1 eut ^ed a » cul de sac* of ridges and from the hollow couldn't see the mountains 
'*2 to survey. 

^hen changed course eastwards in the direction of iamid Peninsul 
or °««ln S the mouth of « ay?* t«n of jjl.oirrs th.t dBicrnd into the 'tirole 




** Ther 


i.wn m 


. + one with a nrnetak 

•eminent gltoier^i 
















p) in th<!k otfltre » whioh runs due South, 01/ a little West of Houtht 


T*» 


0 th«r ^ RbOUt ?0 °° TrUe and ver y Probably takes one to ?astrugl Pans. 
ca mp after 4*95 miles to prepare for ached. 


t0 

. n 0 ame ^ t0 " Ay that Secfias suggests our moving to Y in mid Jan and hints 

John w 

our relief b y Beaver planes. I suggest possibility of landing on 
tanne glacier on Horseshoe Island. I am worried with the problem at the moment 



Iff* 


4 . 0 whether I am right in prolonging this journey now. We shall be fearfully 

a t any rate. Nigel is at Blacklock at present. Says ice is getting thidner. 

distance * 4«95 miles 

leather : Low cloud, poor vis, clearing little in p.m. Temps +30 to +35°^* 
Surface : 6" thaw, soft. 


^ursday 18th December 1958 

Camp 29 - Day 

Low cloud and no weather for survey so we stayed put. I painted uhe camp 
scene and did some small jobs. Pete has decided to fast lor 2 days after an 

argument about hunger etc. 


: iiay 


19 th December 195$ 


Can ip 30 - 43rd Day 

Decided to-day to travel on and leave the survey of this glacier to the 
until our ret'jm if the weather is suitable for it then. Low cloud aoaiiu 
»*s not a single feature that we could observe on leaving this morning. 

'« started off on a due East course but after 2 a miles it was dear that w« 
■*" toto area of or.vising. Henry thought we might clear it hy 

'-' l the foot of the moutain to the h.E. but I disagreed and °^°** 

"**• ^ trt. ,» i„to the centre of the head of Mobiloil » V . This h- kept 


Ift fk 


M j , that runs WIK, into Mobiloil 

North o f M bolt of or*v*!»i»ing that, j u*s 


'hare 


in a «»f fl w^y throug)i along 


tho fvH>t of tho ^ovtthonv 








but ? should wo have found it ' cul de sac* we would have had to retrace 



I 


Cinq.' 2? areR. A.t least now we haye got out into Mobiloil although 

. diverted away from the S. coast of the Bay. 

,h*ve DC 

pother point of some discussion is whether we have reached Shelf Ice or not. 
>iink we got on ^° ^elf *^ ce 5 wiles back though the junction is by no means clear 
.t this point we descended approx 230 ft onto level ice and the area to 

cut. 

T £s. was disturbed - many open holes seen. Since then we have travelled 

across level ice. 

A mile back I thought it worth frying to cross the crevassed strip at a 
cesdngly 'open' point. In the poor light I nearly drove the Admirals into a 
deep drop. There were large holes in the area so we turned sledges and resumed 

our former ITS course. 

Inspite of the cloud we have managed to fix some of :the detail on the Rock Pile 

?e|ks peninsula. 

Pete has been as good as his word and not eaten any food to-day. 

i diins as fit as ever. 

distance: 13.70 miles. Total 295*0. 
either : Low cloud, calm. +34° to +32°» 

"urface : Stick/ thaw, 4” soft. 


. v> • 


V 20th December 1958 

Camp 31 ~ V-ith Day 

* h *ve made 17 miles to-dey, difficult shelf-ice, no survey to -peak of 

^ % 8ft en much of the coastal mountains owing to the of low cloud. 

It 

very interesting crossing the Inlet. We entered the disturbed belt 

1 ^ ^ 1 # 

fro “ the and in spite of the poor li$ht managed to weave a safe 




.<*1 


*«’ 


* trVi the hole« and rifts. The belt continued for 12 miles to within 
1 Ji m u} j Peninsula, ^ v. our'loua pattern of lioles ttu'O \ghout the ai'ea. 



















d( 


i<n 


«0° d Ueht U WOUld !,ave been Wl ea3 y to Pledge through but there **, 

. littl* definition this morning that one couldn't see a hole until the blue 

^ a ?P eared ab0ve the P lain *Mte surface. We went up and down ridges 
klr ted troughs ana rifts so that altogether the course and distance measured 
«» P«t<y inacuratei However P. and I managed a longitude sight on casing 

^ jeh h&? computed out well. 

£ a mile from Pyramid Peninsula we stopped and H. and P. skiid off to 

geologize. Of particular interest are the cliffs to the South of pyramid Pen. 

fhv*-iV 

which appear in this stratirication form to be sedimentary rocks* T ?7e hope to 
he shle to collect a sped—on if we have the time* Plan tomorrow to survey in 
this area and would like to get a lat sight* By c p. Base pressure we are 130 
feet up here. This is rather approx but proves beyond doubt that we are on shelf 
ice. "ched successful. Nigel at 'Y* at the moment. John and Colin po.s.*-- ibly 


it San Martin. 

Distance: 
leather : 
surface : 
Travel : 
Dogs ; 


17*0 miles. Total 3^2 miles. 

Calm, low cloud. +24 to +28°F. Poor perception. 
2” powder, v. slow when v/et, clogging skis. 

0813 to 1700. 

2 blocks. 


day 


21st December 1 95 , 3 


Camp 32 - 45th Day 

Y ' e have made good use Df a rather dull weather day. No sun; cloud about 
uJC f t so that we have seen no mountain tops. We got awqy at O83O after a 
i0jr SUr vey round at the oanp. Magnificent surfaoe in the frosty morning. 

4 loved the first hour vyhioh took us 4 milee and within 3 of 

pr{einnula which I think in prntty inoorrnotiy r lott.d .t tM» 

'' fter « ottlor BUrvv round w« nlndgnd Zj mi Inn to th. Victory M 

** »hl#i 1.0 .^.prowjh with the dojyi v, oloe.lor «»d 




J ,# *Ol Jiinn 













,e "* th ' SPe0lnenS fr ° m * ^ the North-facing cliff, of 

tw H.f. nun.tak. There was a thaw pool at the base of thi, rock of a milly 

f* g °° d SUrfaCe laated well through the heat of the d<y. 

f« * tJn ^ P8?t ° Ur 0arapsite and —ded the -pyramid peninsula* to camp 

»*•* * ^ ^ r " SiVe CHff3 ° f the —tain behind, Th^e are the cliff, 

rf ““ stratification. After a <^per H. and I spent 2* hour, 

ris itine two exposures and collected several specimens. I am sure we have found 

MttwtMy rocks but I await Keith or Nigel's word when they see the specimens. 

At the second exposure we had a v. interesting time at the bergsch» un 4 

below the rook cliff** It was open and allowed an easy entry through a curtain 

of icicles into a deepset cavern which reach A to the rock wall of the cliff. 

The ceiling was festooned with feathery clusters of ice crystals and melt icicles. 

Distance: 17.75 miles. 330 total. 

'urface : Excellent hard crust. 

leather : Cloud base 2,500, 8/8ths, calm. Temps 30 to 28°P. 

Yesterday we were surprised to find a colony of snowy petrels nesting 
--C-- on the crags of pyramid peninsula. Again we found a colony at the 
ictoy Nu.attakr- and two skuas in that vicinity - presumably predating on the 
-‘- c ' v colory. There were many snowies nesting on the crags above our present 
-te. One pair had a nest about $0 ft above the first exposure that we 

*ited. 

of a m ore general nature : 

&,l2 -58. W. have been lying up to-day and although there is much work in 

line that I could be applyi^'g ays elf to I have let idle thoughts drift 
V mind. This ha, had its useful side for I have come to the conclusion 

r V di 


wy is very lacking in observations which would later hel*> the 

■j\)e of living. 


li *K' of thili 














We are a most 


- pleaded with the wjy this journey has gone ;o far. 

^omica-V sledging unit. I think that a three-man party with a sledge per man I I 
( tht id«»l W of spending any extended period in the field. I wan concerned ! : 
,v 0l rt the safety factor in crevasned country with each man having hi., own sledge 
(oh «,ale hut am now satisfied that a competent party of this nature is just as 

^jjipable as two indicisive blokes to one sledge. For planning a long journey 

* 

' tgs one i~ limited by the amount of dog food one can carry. This because 
■t fonns 2/3 of thc wei S ht of total load of a party such as ours. Our 
loading for 63 days when we left Mushroom Island is very significant in its 

proportions: - ; | 

'i960 lbs Nutrican 
l tDO lbs Man food 
' 01 ® ( 150 lbs Fuel 
" ( 500 lbs permanent weight. 

These figures indicate that amongst 22 dogs (of average weight say 78 lbs) each 
dogmas pulling 136 lbs total, 89 lbs of his ovjn food and 47 lbs of our food find 
leigiag gear. Of this 47 lbs, 23 lbs is a permanent which loes not decrease 


--ing the journey - tent, pots and pans and equipment, instruments etc. It is 
that the lower one can keep this f dead 1 weight and the more it can oe 
kstributed over more than one sledge, the more one would be able to load up 

focc aad fuel and so spend longer in the field self sufficiently • si enough 
io c food i s the chief ’weight* item I am already sure as this journey has shown 
*' K it is worth while planning to feed each dog 4 blocks in 3 d^ys if Nutrican 


' probably 5 blocks in 3 days if dog pemmican is used. fntil I was 

'* '* *1 overland route through to the Traffic Circle about 3 *S° th '* 

* ^ -Ingle block with no extra and lost a great deal of weight and (phonal 
'^•n) a great deal of vitally. Uaoe then with their eltra block e^ 

i iMve Yn most oanes gained weig>it and certainly th^y »#•« to have 




































«r lrit ' ®* relativo of » summer journey like thin one to en 

l^* inter rlateHU j0Umey iS Very tetonishln # one oasts one's mind back. 


observed the other day how easy it is to forget 


the hours of 1ying ip in 


o CO id &* 1 * - Srost in one’s bag, the pans burning to the touch. Damp feet 
^ burnt noses and dips are all we have to complain about now. We have all 
beflQ diligent about wearing goggles and have not had bad eyes which can be a 


ff ,ture of summer travel. 


X find it v '-* J difficult oo ignore the fact that jl would like more to eat than 
ptftnd^rd ration. If onl^y *>no present boxes weighed less in packing and more 

... ic^n Gtf\ 

in food. I am not sure of my figures but this is the contents of one p#**miean 


box. 


Peranican 

(blocks) 

7 

7 lbs. 

Pea flour 

(pkts) 

3 

li lbs 

Orion 

(pkts) 

2 

-i lb. 

pot powder 

(tin) 

1 

6 oz. 

Putter 

'tw) 

1 

7 lbs. 

Biscuit 

fpkts) 

24 

6 lbs. 

Ohocol^te 

(slabs) 

24 

3 lbs. 

Porridge 

(pkts ) 

1 

4 lbs. 

Sugar 

(pkts) 

4 

4 lbs. 

Cocoa 

(tin) 

1 

1 lbs. 

Tea 

(pkt) 

1 

6 0 z. 

Milk 

(tin) 

2 

2 lbs. 

Silt 

(pkts) 

2 

1 oz. 





Monday 





22nd 

December 

00 

LT\ 

Oh 


Camp 52 - l^th Day 


^* ve lain up all day in great comfort and idleness. Hyself apparently' 
l?y which must be purely a mental condition! 

1 r ' r: Blowing with snow from N. E. Temps +28° to 30 • 


23rd December 19?8 


Camp 33 - 47 th 

leather is not at all in our favour these di^ys. But we can’t wait sivWt 

V . 

^ condition*. It waa blowing *uite hard at 6.00 a.m. when H. looked out. 
v ] »t 0850 when we lireakf aeted and we got *w*V IO 3 O in v. poor vis. 




4 









> Ik' 


fit 


tip 


.loud 


bl 1 




. ..^toning back across the Inlet we hit our old Irail at a few points for 

t two miles but then lost it altogether. For about half an hour at midday 
lifted to reveal the mountains on the North Coast but a fine mist soon 
out everything and for tne last 10 miles we travelled in a void of white. 

I intended ard at tempted to return along our course of 3 days ago and reach 
* site of Camp 30 but owing to sane 'dodgy** navigation we now find ourselves 
i£ t0 the ^ of this position. This I am assuming from a'va^nfcio^- 

*t«o joints on the coast which I could see a short while ago. T pu t the faulty 
Ration down to uy veiy erratic sledge compass which does not appear to be 
pring constant readings at all. However it fortunately turned out to be a 

act tetter route and avoided the complex area of holes that we had to pass 
tough before* 

Distance: 16,05 miles. Total yl£, 05. 
eather : Mist, vis* most of day 20 gT vds. 

Fine snow. +28° to 4-^2°. 

!o^* C * I drtfted 3now - Rather slow._ 


elf 290 lbs. 




,av 


Camp 1L, - z.,Qth Day 24th 3e0eBber 19 58 

. f0r 0larity than we haTO had for some time. We did seme useful 


***, at 


° ,>3erv,a a l^tude after 2 miles and a latitude after 5 miles. 

* e entered a bei+ . 

f -strong wind from which our oaiip had been sheltered. 

3rj<i ^rviftp tv, 

ii'llay sun I decided it best to camp. I let! out the other 
U ~ U41 f omation. It was only when Heary started to picket 

Mt r ° larid hlieelf knocking the picket through the lid of an 


*** into 


01 <ht „ 


' *13 




WC rrpaokod tried again a little further on. Tbcaotly the 


ll>u t - 

enr y » night sx^an ended over a concealed vireva^ss©. 

Si It fjf a. 

I<! * *'‘ tn o^'ing ground. This time Hemy succeeded a^ain 


e had 




































<V 


infi VP a hole n0t far frcrn hin ?led se, but by alterin' the position of his 
vt ?p* n 1 think a1 ^ our d0 S 3 81,5 on safe ground. It was not until 4.00 p.m. 
iV ,t * c were ^ 111 the ' tent “ v * cold too With the strong wind. 

Sched v. successful. Bryn and K. had a good little trip to the head of 

jffitf Fj° rd 831(1 got a little wa y MP the glacier. Nigel is to spend Xmas at 
John and Colin have left San Martin for *Y*. The sea-ice is starting 
^ rot apparently. r. and K. have started our inventories — good fellows. 


jfonty is lame in one f oot. 

Distance: f?,8 miles. Total 35^*$5* 

feather : Clear, good vis. 30 knot wind from East. 

Surface I 4" crusted snow. 

Photos : 7 at Camp 33 (2 small pans of N. and S. coast taken by H.J 

3 at Pt 33 a of C* coast. Finished Plus X cassette. 


Thursdajr CBRUTVAS DAY 25th December 1958 

(Canp 27 Depot) Camp 35 - 49th Day 


I doubt whether I am in a very fit state to record fully a very ha^py day 

--oeei. Efficient to say for the moment that it has been a day of magnificent 

> we left the he If ice and ascended to the depot - 3 miles, of heavy 

- '- v - :rg but no trouble. \ rJ e have eaten a meal which we have looked forward 

- nany days. Mum's Exmas pudding formed a part of it. Beautiful evening 

• Good survey. Dpi end id day. Very full stomachs. 

Distance: 12.1 miles. Total 3^3.95 
^rather : Calm, clear, bright. 

^ ■ ce : Thawing hard to soften windcrust - breakable. 

J °® a * Think Zeta on heat? 

<2ay of glorious weather yesterday, in fact too warm for the surface to 


X h 4 


•+ • 




travelled rnther slowly with frequent survey halts but 






^ dej.ot at 6.00 p.m. Xmas dinner was a speciality, We have 


‘tri 


1 ait>i 


two Xmas puddings - one nent by Miun and Henry got ti\e other 






















^ T< wa °° 0 k ever *ing and did a magnificent job. He made 

td a sJ' c fi ied, followed it with a plate of pea-flour soup and 

VAen ° 1C thC piftce de resistance of 2/3 of a Xmas pudding 
f>oh which did the trick well. Henry and Pete felt a little ill but my 

,-.-ction stood me in very good stead. 

fri? 

Though far from home a very enjoyable day with good company, 
jtetgu 7°°^ t: /c pan x Panoramas and a complete Kodachrome. I took 8 
kodachrome from Canp 34 as survey shots. Several shots of sledging etc. 
do e up of the three of us at lunchtime. Close up of Frankie and Caesar. 


Friday 


26th December 1958 


Camp 36 — 50th Day , 

fe s f ent a disturbed night wrestling with the weight of Christmas pudding 
mt nevertheless breakfast went down very well and T have felt awfully fit to-day 

Te have sle dgod up the Neny Trough to within 2 miles of our memorable camp 
11111 v ' nen we lay up here for 6 days in a blow and never saw anything of 

‘ - £h. Very good surface and a steady gradual ascent. In 14 miles we 

htve rise v 

1 ^ J0u t IfOO ft. We managed some quite good survey of the mountains. 
w Weren ' t for the very crevassed exit of the glacier into Neny Fjord 
" e 811 awfully fine highway to the Traffic Circle, 
fine day early but progressively clouded over,with wind from NW 
1 ' a ° tic ally 8/8th now. Cloud at 5#000 ft. 


this 


1 3*8 miles Total 377*7f miles. 

r, ’emps ^ 30 ° to +32°. 10 knots to 20 knots N.W. Clear a.m. 

" * . Clou< ty P.m. 

^ 1 d crust breakable then bearing (dogs) v.g, skis, 
hodhohro/iie 3 ^ of sledges each moving into the nl 'i'ouoh, 
of H. doing met obs. 
appro*. 2,500 ft. (v, approx). 











■W 


Ci 


j " 51st tw 27th December 1950 

,« „>■< c,»« „ , ra£h ^ th>t 


t)l ^ 


ft g al * *11 d ^y f rom the N.W. p ^ia 


u*> before. It has 


a do £ fe «d emergence which was 


ra th«r damping because the fine drift was at thaw temperature. 

-ched. Homy has managed the little '68' awfully 
^factorily throughout this trip. Jota Pai , ley ^ Paddy ^ tend WMyJng 

WS el awm t0 5 * JOhn *“* Colin v,i11 stay at <T> during their absence. 
Distance: 0. Weather: Gale, drifting NW. 


Sunday 


28th December 1958 


Camp 36 - 52nd Da 
Haven*t moved. The wind has slackened but generally poor vis and 
driving snow has kept us here. tarted second last food box. 

Traps. *23 to +31°F. Wind N.W. 30 knots. 


29th December 1958 


Camp 36 - 55rd Day 
Very persistent wind - just like our autumn experience here. Jo tra\ti 
I«5« +2o to +30°P. Gale wind. V. thick drift. IT. fed the dogs. 

Med very good variation in the evening meal. Had pemmioan and pea flour 
dickers separately. The richness of the neat pemmioan was more satisfying. 


k^sday 


Breakfast at ^.15 *.m, the ca v 


31st December 1958 

P..rrp t? - 05th Da 

The day started with great promise* 

.... »in ole oraoked shovel amongst 

* fr® 7.00 to 10.15 a.m. with the . fc 

' ^lag tl , m f or longitude and then got under *V 


AV ^ 

V ' 'V H \ v\l 


at 11.00 ft.m. 










4 AJ-St . 

2 .3 

•* '* l5l5md mdCr Way again at 'XS. W * -rtdl« 

r ti 2 Filer-. It took 2 hours t„ __ * follo *ing 4 hour-. „ 


(JC 
eflft 


Burin* + u m^rvji 

OV^ 2 ril ^' “ t00k 2 h «a* to C0Vcr the * follow l"G 4 hours „ 

rf» < n °* ^ ° 0UM n ° arC ^ Progress m0 re taj^ ' “ ile * ln the -*«N 

of our Xi#t toads. It required great effort ^ ^ ^ * ‘ ^ ta ^ lte 

«eiy i^ k cloU,il5 have fceen racing across the J ^ 8nythl * e ° Ut ° f th ' d0 ^ 
He very much look forward tn 2 fr °“ the "'• 


Se very much look forward to an improvement ^ ^ 

practically stationary. Altitude here - u t 7 ^ ’* 

cre Ou .t on L -000 ft c« 

1 w :o m have con* 

,1100 ft. or so. Another 6 or? miles win + • 

mnes will take us to Beehive. 

Good sched with Colin J. on the n-t-w ... . 




Good sched with Colin J. on 

Stonington this evening. 


the other end. Nigel, John and Paddy reachi 


Distance: 
leather : 


’urface : 


load 


4.25 miles. Total 382. 

TCind up to 25 knots from West and N.W. Ovographic clcud. 
Drifting surface. Temp + 17 ° to 17|- 0 P. 

18” soft over denser soft. V. slov? indeed. 

My sledge 5°0 lbs. 




'hsrsdav 

I m 


1 st January 195 ® 


Camp 38 - 56th Day 
y.e have had a very fatiguing day indeed getting up onto plateau level at 


W w 

:.0OC ft at the head of the Flaming Peaks glacier. ^ have only made good 




* v uj. uuw a- X w*»*^*o - ~ 

"35 Q iles (relayed 3 miles of this) hut are all pretiy waeked. 

s t^ nr . W e rot under way at ,.+5 

Snowing heavily this morning but stoppe 

a a iv,j„ ^nrnintr and with 


• ^ Peaks 


icavir/ ohj. a**'---- 

, „ It was sharp and cold this morning «d with 

pared rather &uhy. u ^2^, 






** appeared rather dUi ‘"‘ _ t]te load , quite well for 1* U*. 

fritt ion on the runners we managed ff t bafoi-e lor.. 

•'» heat of the day started havi u K ,., ? ibl, to start. *i»d keep 

iU T fatigu^ 1,1 ^* 1 

' /rj gre«r«j became awfully >1 ( • foot find pv^hi’Vg 

k»,, .... .0 .lnkl»* in 

moving and wear * 















S )1 c 


.„ ff personal effort was rath^ « 

,M ' w "*"«» *» u. M , tn „ 

r <«* “ ”“ Eh - 1 «** «h. 


covered. 


gave him the brunt 


the 


work to-day. TTe is awfully conscious of th_, * „ 

e ,e last few days slipping by 

. nttle distance shown and still a ui+. « 

« th 1 1UltC a w *y to base on 10 days food etc. 

Jt doesn’t look as if we will make it with much to spare though. 

174 had to relay the last steep 1* miles of the glacier. Though I had only 

180 3* « sledge dt wa * a 2 r ' at slog. We pitched the tent and then all 
returned for the rest of the load having refreshed ourselves w*ith a o^uiet drink 

in the tent. A good hard day’s work which is rather unusual on this journey. 


Distance 
Weather 
Surface 
Dogs 


4»33 miles made good, 

8 / 8 ths bright diffused. No teirp, calm, 

1 * to 2 * 6 ” soft snow, Slow! 

Seta clearly on heat. I should mate her with Caesar. 

TV. -ITT- £ r.n O TV, 


Bed 9*3^ up 6.00 a.ro. 


Camp 39 - 57th Day 


2nd January 1958 


Much better progress to-day. We got away at 6 .30 a.m.. Tei.ip +9 £ • 
as a bit of a clirnb up to the ridge of Beehive Bill and then a uong slow 
•t for 6 miles. We lunched at 10.15 a.m. after 8 miles and then made another 

ks underneath the S. slopes of Arrrsedillo Hill. 

n n ^ovr _ v sunburnt after a r-pell of no 

Po °r F. has not felt at all well all day - v. sunour 

t . mmith which TT . thinks might be lack 

yesterday, a blistered foot and a sore 

r, +o—nirht. Ahead of us is a «?t.eep mile 

lt - • He didn't want any pemmioan to nig 

^ +h „ only 4 miles to the beginning of the K.S. 

Autijon Traverse point• 7o and 

4 + in r.os* ible that we will get down 1 

cent. Given a good day tomorrow F 


(jar 


’•ther 


me: 13.85 miles interval* sun. OalB. Vallsy oloud 

: Hi , ' . h . Temps +9° to +14°P» 

coming mi N. I'.. . 


cjtiuiuig Up 

( ;^ r t,S a s- 

7.OH rj.m, Wp fttl 









ifd*3 


’ Caran jn 

L w ft ftth pay 3rd January 195)8 

Ar£ ent in? Refuge - "odabread. j aidn , 

. . i_~ ... .. that we raU get 


. this far when we left camp this mom' . 

, ^ ‘ 8 ’ ,,<5 left deadreckoning in thick 

_i like cloud* I followed tVi#»> 
leonog xx wcu course from a . 

m the Autumn Traverse which 

^invents a hill overlooking the Amphitheatre t+ 

”* vr&s difficult to see Henry* s 

s . ei£e very often the cloud was so think. When we had mm out our distance 

of 4,7 Mies we stopped hoping for a break in the cloud when we expected to see 
the Argentine flag markers at the top of the desen^t. 

We were v. fortunate for after * an hour H. saw one of the flags and we were 
able to sledge down to the top of the descent. Here P.F. established a small 
depot (2 Nutrican and 4 galls fuel). H. and I inspected the crevasse at the 
plateau edge which proved solidly bridged* We then waited for the next brief 
break in the cloud which name an hour or so later* The snow here was very 
deep: and soft, in fact the conditions were ideal for going down the very steep 
slopes to the Amphitheatre. We were able to do much of it without a rope-break, 
ae upper part of the glacier was a wonderful sight and the whole descent to the 
f0 °t of SodabreaS very thrilling and enjoyable. We stopped a couple of times 

10 take colour photos . The cloud effects were fine. 

It was very hot at the little Argentine Refuge Hut. We agreed to camp and 

„, . . ^ nirrht frost should ease our 

until the early hours of the morning when the nig 

Vl 


! 2 mil© run in to Base# 


1 squired hunger since Xmas 
tonight. This place is 


*|4 i 

ft? 


day has been delightfully satiated with double 

^ificent setting. Ia it Te^-son who 
in a magnify cen 

nln brow sdoStr, enormous ravines 


r °U W it i •Pt'OITI the mount' 

^ Ioef.lla, ye that from preolr ioes, ice falls mi 

K. great rook and ioo 1 l l 

4 i ...” Here indeed »J 




rofce/i 


OMteraot'’* 










pittance 

^pathcu* 
r urfaoc 

lo*& 

photos 

pog? 


8.2 miles (1,08.45) 

l"ist a.m., cloudy but f -i 

jL?*:. soft sno * °n plateau . Ten?p +0 -5 in a.m. 

500 lbs self. * ° w *t soft on glacier. 

Finished Kodachrome and a 

12 shots. . t ted oaaette of Kodaohrome 

Caesar put with Zeta tonipht n„ • 

^silon got off last night- ‘ped 


• took 


qunday 


BARE 


4th January 1953 


A V. busy day indeed. We came down the glacier in thick visibility and 
had no trouble fortunately. It was snowing hard at Base. They were surprised 
to see us♦ The spans had to be dug out, a seal brought in off the ice, the dogs 
weighed and a number of other tiring jobs, 

Nigel has treated us awfully well in the food line. I am in no neod for 
writing at all I*m afraid. Too tired and a bit weighed down and depressed about 
things. In the next two weeks is a pretty impossible taks of evacuating the base. 
Everything is getting fearfully snowed up around the hut although it is midsummer. 
*ater dripping everywhere. 

Te have done a fine trip. I shall remember it always. I long for a 
spell to work out the survey. 

Distance: 12.0 miles. 

Korday 5th January 19f>S 

Po.r outside. I coded up a confidential 
‘• cessant wet snow and sleet all daj 


ipul to Seem, about us e oing ahead now with the move to 


Fvervone 


^ belongings will have to be left. 

about the fact that most personal beio g 8 


will . . r , u nil to 'Y'. Heiuy has 500,1^! 

1 difficult enourh to manage i- 


•i*} 


Hi be taking \ir> all hi* geological U 


to 


•v t 


H»v* 




a *tart 


Bryn a gj 



-eat hell 


j - excel 


lent meals to '• 



■ 




















It h*-* 5 not ato PP©3. snowing all dav , Jan uaiy 1 959 

u. -- - - _ a ,;rr~ ! ~ 

w J 1 ' an ‘^ has continued 

, n a v. useful way to sort out the stores in -h, tt , 

u -Jin sen ;Iut. Pete has done the 

Vn'1 dm H© tOOK ^'1© A(3inXT£ils OH I' +*r»n s>± 

tX!1E aft ^oon with Keith and fetched in two 
,»ls from the North S tar Islet - 3 miles off . „ 

seS ' ‘ off • Henry spread all his personal 

■Mthinfi kit over tne living room tn—^ ^ 

« l0 ' “ ** to-d^v,became very depressed at the sight 

wi slow ^ r pUt them a11 back a E ain various boxes. Keith is being awfully 

helpful with the indents. There is v. little time to do all we have to do befor. 
it will be possible to close the hut. 
obs 1) Indents 

2; Dig out the emergency clothing boxes. 

3; Dig out the Nutrican* 

4' Fack for *Y* 1 ) Stationery 

2; Survey 

3) Scientific library 

4 ) 2 sleeping bags 

5; Assorted clothing. 

5) Cut boards to fit windows 

6 ) Refuge hut sections to site. 

Maes day 7th Janual y 1953 

A day indoors doing indents, and packing survey stoi^,.. 10 - return to U.K. 

^oessant sncr,-/fall all day. 

. . + „ si^ial to Secfids of 2 days ago. 

Very encouraging reply to ay P rl $ 

s „ . .waker. the NADIR, assisting in relief 

P* speafcs of the -'OnsibaLity of all.-. ic 

t . m( . d we should continue preparations for aove to 

*rs that until this is ooafr ’® 1 

I , It would be a great relief to us all if this 

• He will keep us informed. 

, , t„ arrive before llaroh. 

* Cc, ' f ire.ed and the ship la not sohedu 

u 4 . test on us this moniing. 

H«»ry did a cold-diuresis tes 


kut. 


«V« 











^ 8th J anuaiy 1 95Q 

A very pfeaiant change in the weather *r, , 

- - 1 • N igel and Bryi left Jus t before 

f «PP* r i" tending t0 spend the ni 2 ht at St. Martin and then push on to 

Th<5y Wer<! b ° th l0aded ** with Nigel's personal kit. He has an 
credible ^ount and since he has already son,* specimens up at "/• he has 

decide to complete the season there in any case. John said this evening that 
s small crack bad appeared from Lagotillerie to Contact Pk. We have of course 
slowed down from our frantic packing but I do hope we herr soon from 1 ecfids. 
p t p, has started on a big job - the digging out of the Hutrican tarpaulin to 
rC <- at the boxes. Bryn has done a v.g. job in sorting out the ITissen Hut. 

The Indents are very nearly complete now. Keith and I fed the 20 remaining dogs • 
Heniy operated the sched and sent off letters. Another good job started by 
Henry and Bryn is the digging out of the Bnergency Clothing Chests for checking. 
Photos I finished off the American colour cassette with 3 shots of Pryn and 


- 


Nigel leaving Base for *Y** 

Dogs Alpha got off and so did Beta. Zeta still on heat * 


9th January 19; 3 

Friday ( 

□ this year by the menace of ice« 

We have been troubled a good deal this y 

, flr __ n-ravel last March. Now they have been 
The »Urgency Boxes* were put on dry gravel i 

, ,t of a layer of ice and we have had to bring 
tog out of If ft of snow, prized on 

f„ j ~-nr The hutrican pile on the beach 

*U the contents in to the Quiet Hoo,n to dr. . 

present the snow level is 3 ft 

°° Verea ' f the tarpsulin. The sides of the 

*"» W. ^vel with the top 


IV -5ft below the snow surfsoe. Pete did 

ice an JO ^ 

•“1-»uliri are all frozen into 
‘ IbOi hit of digging yesterday. 


To-dey be mi I managed to lift « r a naval! 







% a 










ine 0,11 ° ne 01 m abl " t0 8 1 U ««B0 through and 'mine* the 

L * 11 * «o *. *» 

w ® ted t}i(sn &3.1 (i on rw* \ » 

1 °°^ ky slipper time. Had to leave 

t«*¥ >u ' Li ' 1 i ’ 1 thC 1C ' e 811(1 ° n ' 1 ^’ hopo for s °rae simmer sun to do the trick. 
Nig' 1 ma Pl7n "* at S 311 Martin. They took ji hours tQ get there la3t 

Lt ■ » ver y 3l0W SUrfa ° e indeed - P °°r weather to-day. They are likely to 
y 3an Martin some time I feaf, 

v)f ^ 1 

Dull day, snowing and warm. 


Saturday ''Oth January 1959 

This period of uncertainty awaiting confirmation as to definite relief 
bytheU.S. Icebreaker has definitely slowed down our preparations for 
sledging up to *Y*. But we are getting through the work* T 7 e have prepared 
o’jt personal kit and the outside jobs are getting done. I have packed the kit I 
have decided to take in ration boxes painted black. I have also repainted i>»ad 
black trunk which is very useful for keeping all fielflbooks, diaries, base reports 
other very important items — being tne result Ox thi.-> y eax s work. 

I fe have had a useful afternoon. Pete and I took the Admirals otr as far as 
“Wth star Islet and brought in the seal killed there a few days ago by Bryn and 
fcitt. We also killed another seal i mile from the hut which Heruy and Keith 
£l ^ed back. The sea-ice surface was rather slew but nothing to complain about. 
^lr*l, vely fit indeed and Caesar working awfully well. When we returned 

, ^ mn the hangar roof and fed the dogs. 

;t ‘ 3 ked all the dug boxes (100 cases) on the nan,. 

, +v ,, R-fWe Hut seotions across to the rocks 

- *nd Keith have sledged 7 of the R L 

, i These seotions had been used for reefing 

it eefions are stacked. 

drain-trenolies around th '' ,lut • i 

a iv-rtd from Bt. Martin* 

*1 not iw>vea ** % * M 


Id 11 * il* 







Drifting in hard 


11th January 1959 



j was very tempted to spend a little time skiing. Henry measured the ice this 
niomia£ found -oat i t had gone up about 5 omsl Its thickness is now 130 cams 
^th 15 cm -* 5 snowcover. The returning Argentine party from the plateau reported 
a t san Martin that they could see no open water at all from 4 . 5 OO ft. Nigel and 
jjrvn came up again on sched from 0 an Martin and said that they intended leaving 
to-night. Pete has cooked the meals to-day. He has developed all his survey 
photos which seem to be a great success. Henry has repacked one of the 
Emergency Clothing crates. Keith sledged several loads of * gash 1 down 00 -he 


sea-ice. 


I have typed out a list of reports that require writing which will de.Lw.d 
•great deal of work from us all in the next 2 months. 


12th January 195 ? 


] 'V cook day. I had a go at 

iJendid job in the Quiet Room. 

i 


at cleaning up the kitchen. 


Pete P. has done 


He has put two carpets down and made a 



It has been blowing quite a hit 
'* lr y invigorating outside. 


ohed Base 


<Y* this morning l 


W * hear that Nigel an* *0™ re “ 


% very ft: 











A » our9 fr ° m ' *" Martin - *® have still had „ . 

» I am disinclined to 8ettle , ° ‘‘^ ^ 3eor,fc whloh to 

” ffl * ® ttls down to i-«i 0r *. „ , 

., ^poi ts and surrey work if* 

.jjgily hr sir that wo are to y 11 

' a4enJJ ° *> ack up and move. 




'3th January 1939 

W b ' aUt ^ 1 ^ bCf0r ' W the 8.8. wind started „ again and 

^ bl0 “ pr ' t1y hard 811 day - 1 cleared the "urvey office up this morning 
“> 4 h ave ione a bit of work on the Midwinter sea-ice travel report. I am very 

-ueh out of the habit of report writing a+ +>,* , 

i * 1 1 the moment, 1 /ery poor unfluent style. 

Pete has been working away at his desk in the ^uiet Room. 

-e decided to get sane fresh air this afternoon. P. and I sledged across 
to tee comer of rieny j-s land where there are some quite good ski slopes. 

:-Kir.> followed us across a little later and we all had great fun. Very good surface, 
"e saw a seal ^ a mile further on and brought it back with us. The wind readied 
toL gale at times with thick drift, .Amazingly fit nry dogs are at present, 

~" er « is simply no holding them with an empty sledge if they want to get started. 

I took quite a bit of cine film to-day. Should have some good shots of the 
:o £ trotting, tak®n from a lying position or, the sledge. After supper I look 
Eever »l 1 around Base* scenes - the hut, skuas feeding on the seal pile, tine 
& V!*in individually* 

^is v/ind has drifted up all the windows again and shut out all -he ltyh,. 

t ^ H i. He cave me an awfully good 

cord what a splendid chap old enr 3' 

a , +y*j|r) the day we got in. I owe him much 

,lj k token of thanks for a good trip tn ^ 

p the journey run as smoothly ae I 

his coastant help «d «dvioe in J 

. a ^lagn ifioerit w^y. H« h*» »n excellent 
A vaided interest in things, 

•i have a'ked hi 1 * to submit a 


dc> 


*>ok 


%A 

h'.r 4 


< . 


11 lid. Keith too, oarrioa on 

week, mi ^ility to * lthOUl nlrnV ' 

d he 1" 




imnan ttari an “ Jl 





the subject of drift* with relation + 4 , 

f° to the positioning of stores and 

l4m2S on Stonlngton Inland. He i- 

' U ine nirt utm °st to ms 1b t the ablation 

, >b? r>now dm ft' around the hut. He freaumti 

^ ©merges to hack a way and 

the dirt layers that encourap-e melt w ,- 

° * :irt CH dl it his * market garden.’ and 

iUireW hen the ’Spring cabbage- win be rea% for picking _ ^ 


lednesd^ 14 th January 1959 

It has been a magnificent day; flat calm, sunshine all day; the sort of 
day we haven’t had for some time. Henry and Keith took advantage of it and 
spent the afternoon out with the Moomins and got a seal. Pete and I managed 
to raise 3 coal sacks. Here again ice has made things very difficult. .411 the 
coals acks are frozen to one another and it is impossible to lever them out without 
breaking the •ac* K _; open* > e had to cut two sacks to—dsy and scoop the coal out 

iTu. iu i likely we will nave uo do this again. unless the sun has a great deal 

aore effect. 

TT igel plans to coine down to-night bringing Hac with him. I rather stupidly 
'jested that he handed over the Churchmen as he was not likely to need the 

k*® *Y'. He didn’t like the idea at all and said he would be using them 

Ttite a bit at , Y’. 

] "c all had a very pleasant ski £ hour at midnight - an extremely fast surface* 


13t}x January 1939 

' T1 g«l and Mac arrived at 7.30 this morning after a very ^uick run down frooi 
lride *l - something like 4 1 hours. It has been rather a tedious day with 
‘lacking up all his kit including such iteias as his mattress taken off the 
outhe rn Hunter’. He is an a.tonishing^ acquisitive felloar and mojxt 


rjftfl fry 




,©t on with. 


Jt war M»°' s firnt vislt here. I'm afraid we didn't entertain him much. 
<^fy r»®« in falling snow which was not at all the sort of weather 

Sit? 1 ir ’ Ually travel ~ iru Er ^ n and I gave the Spartans a good feed. Tfe also 
ttw? ed the dog numbers on a good many of their collars. 


?rid*y 


16 th January 1959 


I have spent ity entire day in the kitchen being on cook for one thing 
jnd doing the developing of all the black and white film I took on the survey 
journey at the same time* I have developed all 6 cassettes to-day and am 
generally pleased with the results* Only one cassette is spoilt by having g the 
number of shots v* underexposed indeed. These shots are unfortunately of a 
very interesting area, 

Bryn went out to Reference I, with 5 scratch dogs, and brought in one seal, 
leaving one out there which is v, good* Henry is going through a period of 
-imagine reading at the moment and can* t get down to concentration on reports etc* 
-•igel and Mac are at San Martin and intend sledging up to t Y t tonight, Bryn got 
h touch with * Bis coe * which is at Argentine Islands at the moment, 

:UQ tay Red Rock Outing 18th January 1959 


I have missed a day* Yesterday we all spent the mo in part of the lay 
in4oors . Pete ana Henry acid Bryn working on reports in the Quiet Room and 
■ -he office going through n<y photos of the journey. After tea Henry and 




ledged out in Heny Fjord and brought h«ok » good slaed 
V/e got back a good deal before H, and Biyn 





* h* 4 fUrthC1 ' t0 1 took several cine shot,. 

T 0 -d«y Pete suggested that we made 

fi use of the excellent weather and 

H» ’ ***“ *° “* **»•* "*•* - *♦ »*,. «M U*. w. 

.1 ’»•* 11 b ' m * ™r -UrnM. d» y . , cooa „ a 

pX cC concentrating on photography, 

1 took several cine scenes on the way across. It took 2| hours to get there. 

liuoh fewer penguins than before - we counted 1000 approx and very few (flicks in 
the ’down 1 stage — only about 10 or so. Several skuas hovering about the place 
and a pair with young, I took several close-up scenes of the birds. The depot 
of If boxes Man, 4 dog and 4 fuel was in good condition, We left at 4*00 p.m,, 
stopped for J an hour at Islet to pick up a cargo of sealmeat (2 seals) 

and sledged these back to Base, I filmed Pete killing a seal which may be somewhat 

brutal to show as he mishit the first time* 

The sea-ice out in the direction we have been is in very good condition. 

tociCedl 

Ho cracks to speak of; the bergs all well la**ed still. Even around the islets 
off .R.R.R it was good. 

There are now 6 seals on the pile at the end of a feed day. This af*er a 
fortnight. Hot v. good but we haven't really been concentrating on sealing. 


1$th January 1959 

today 

n But I managed to make a start on 

I have not achieved a very full <J«y- 

T tvDe a out the travel'se of the journey. 
ae survey work that T have to do. ± n 

4.-1 ..fork to do on the fieldsheets before 

^lly have at least 3 weeks concentrated 

But at the name time there is 

^ will begin to show any plowing resU 
1 deal to do around B*°® # 


io- 


day for* lusthooe 1'iy J 


t. » stiii't on raining f he fviel 

, and Keith made a etai 







jarrels thRt were laid °n the gravel beach last I'a-re), ™ 

J ’"° ^ karch, Th ny are now 3 feet 

1nW the surface so that one hao , 

^ h>3 t0 dl e d °™ 7 feet and the last foot is 

through ice* Firmer wedged into io<* +t,~ r x,, 

uriice a good deal of levering out, 

cate V• and I heljped from 10,00 to i 1 xn -m • 

*- ' evening. To-day 7 barrelr. have 

teen raised, 

Henry intended a -cold di-uresis' experiment this corning but failed to 

res j>or.a to trie al«r». He is finding it difficult I think to arouse an energy 

living interest in work at the moment. 

It has been a day very like a misty winter morning in England, a foggy, 
cold sort of day with temp around + 23 °F. 


~lj£> 

Tuesday idth January 1959 

Very good weather. I plotted a fieldsheet graticule and printed )^D survey 
photos this evening. P.F. took the Admirals out this afternoon and sledged 
into ,T ony EJcrd to get some phonographs• It worried me to see definite lack 


of co-operation and understanding between him and Caesar - Caesar became v. 
confused and didn l t understand Peters ,f IrreJ" command at all to start wi-i_. 

1 hope Caesar soon gets used to a new driver. I have grown to admire Caesar's 
9“»lities more than I can say. Prom being a very ordinary dog, considered 
r *her stupid, as he was at the beginning of last year, he has become an invaluabl 
^ dog. i n fact a journey such as outlast would not have been possible . 


4.1 , . a,,.. h«d no spare man who could go 

th< *t a lead dog of his qualities since we 1 lad no i 

€■ a Umn >\+ responds so well on occasions 

It has always astonished me how he real 

Avouch crevasses or brash ice, 

it is necessary to weave circuitous^ througr 

t0 se0 him failing into moments of mental 

* beautiful dog and it huiv- 

. out , new driver's w V ^ '^ing things. 

lie trian to soli 


UBirifi to( 


*Vlt 




















„ it will only 

eltf* J ' 


pansing phase for P^* . 

P * te is Patient and quite a good 


UA JL V V* I 


re in&tey 

21st January 1959 

ill Of us have spent the day indoors a 

'• A gale has started to blow from the 

c>£ and is reaching a force well over 70 ^ ^ ^ ^ 

f hut has a very wintry atmosphere now for all the window are drifted up 
i e tttoc only a glinmer of light, in. More digging when the wind stops.' 

Kenny started the day for us with a pretty cold 'cold di-uresis' experiment. 
I cooked lunch .and supper and worked on survey in between. Bryn and Keith 
cleaned ne living room up well* Pete is typing a report on his *ph.oto 
clinometer 1 . Henry still working on the Autumn Plateau journey. 


Thursday 


22nd January 195 ? 


Gale has continued to blow violently all dagf. The drift is not heavy 
though and it has otherwise been a very clear and fine day. Pete and I had 
v hour * s skiing this evening which was great fun witn the wind give cne 

speed. We also ski-ed in amongst the very broken up area of the N.2. glacier 

xCe front. Took a fev/ Hodachrome photos. 

*e have all been busily occupied with report writing etc. "ave started on 

* scheme of feeding 2 blocks of pelican to the dog, every thirM feed d V 
(l.e. every sixth day) . This should save one seal per week and will use u> 

blocks (0 cas es ). 




OAy 


J « i ndo< 


23rd Jatnu«xy 195? 

i -it* hll .spent oui' tine, quit© busily' I un — d 

still blown «nd we hav > 

nni ^ 0 , iar very for ,l W *t the ij o ‘.ent. 

yjrn, 'Hie nurvey ofxlO® *• 


touting ^ "*V*. 






















ha* 


produced a magnificent report nn a x . 

I on die Autumn Journey with a sledging 


• vhich when opened out coveres «hwi+ i « .. 

fldpV v c ' a0ou " 4 square feet* There is a lot 




{ interesting stuff being turned out and of a high quality I think. 

X printed 2y survey .hots to-night until interrupted by Brian Boot 'vrirhirtg 
ggk whether jie could use uhe T?onne photos of Adelaide Island on the Biscoe. 
kep t talking for hours. Still good ice at *W’. 


Situra^y 24th J anuary ^ 959 

Worked at survey travel'se all morning and until tea. .After tea Keith, 
P.F., Bryn and I heaved up 8 sacls of coal and then three of us sledged out to 


the N.W. corner cf Neny Island. We climbed 350 ft up the island but could see no 

sign cf open water to the West. 3aw 3 seals from there a mile further out and went 

c to get then in. The dogs made good work of the very heavy load - 3 seals (one 
® a towed 6 ft. sledge). I had stupidly left my skis behind so that it was quite 
k tlo d. There are now ^ seals on the pile having used one for dog feed to-day. 

B *ay has developed his films of the journey which are v. good indeed. 


intr 


25 th January 1 955 

_ continuing the plotting and 

satire day spent in the survey office co 

, 4 -/-\ rr^t Quite a bit of it done and will 

E of the traverse. X managed to get qui 

. * t think. Henry has got through quite a 

le to • tart plotting points I think. 

T ,v ink Keith Bryn have had a busy d V moving 

*port typing too I think. 

. of hl , d V rutting in a set of spare spring 

t'"- mA Vn te spent most of ni ^ 

, j„ ir .ypii ai-nin thi avaniiAg 
working wow " • 

engine. T!o got the engine 


Kliiti 













growing all this afternoon and it n t 

l “ h ”‘ h " - *<• « » to for . 


, .. ■» 1T we are In for a 

of dUl1 TO ‘ ther 8nd mor ' accumulation, Len M „ 

L Iviallone y came up on the 

, i? coe Sched to send his ’oh****., H t 

y ell-, me that the Admiral-, and I 


tog 1 


•ether have travelled 1120 miles this year on * 

. AiJ -° year on journeys. 


26th January 1955 

c* cook and survey work in between. I am now working through the 
barometric heightiug. Tonight I printed tfi more survey shots which brings 
the total up to about 120 printed and another $0 to do. Bryn went out towards 
Burton Rocks this evening and got a small seal. Pete P. fed the dogs, 
feather clearing up now. Nice cold evening. 


Tuesday 2?th January 1959 

Bryn went off along to the N.W. comer of Neny Island, this morning. 

He intended climbing up some way to do an ice observation and bring a seal 
tack. In his vague way he lost track of time and when Henry and I went out at 
>•00 p.m. to track him down we found him on his way back tninking it .as lunch 
He brought one seal back ‘and left two dead a nixj.e fvn tnc r out. 

Kerry and I brought these in and started a new seal pile on the N.W. corner of 
island. I have started tc plot detail on the fieldsheets now. I have 

'* t rtea on the 'Sastrugi Pass' area. Q uitB ‘ 


thw* . Anri \r at Montevideo for rudder repairs. 

- news Shackleton in dry dock at. 


Bi 


J ooe 


up against fast ice 


Two on new pile# 



in attempt to reach Base • J ’. 


fir 






K I lit 


















, _ ,._ 28th January 1989 

X h*ve very little to record to-dro since T v, 

, . " ^* v ® •’’pent all my time 

jotting m detail on the survey. a . 

f . y A great deal of the area North of the, 

n point Teaks is guesswork assi«*+«* v « 

assisted by Ronne photos. The survey of this 

*re* is very weak owing to the poor weatW 

< ther we had on the Wordie Shelf. 

But the glacier N.W. of Sastrugi Pass has nnm 4 . 

** 30 nas Gone out very well. 

Keith has done a magnificent job outside it v * 

*■ lde# TTe has dug out the drain ditch 

alongside the hut, carted a great deal of rubbish do™ to the sea ice and 
generally cleaned up the hut vicinity. 

Thursday * oox , _ 

29th January 1959 

Henry kept us lying naked on our beds for a cold di-uresis test until 
10,00 this corning. It was not a successful experiment though because the room 
temperature was too hot. I continued with survey all day and had a very 
pleasant break of skiing with Pete after supper. The surface was ideal with a 
iin veneer of powder over hard crust. Henry, Keith and I weighed the dogs. 

"me of ny boys are rather blubbered up. Beautiful weather but cold for season. 
+6 ° last night* 


Mi 


.acy 


30th January 1959 


toother day devoted to fieldsheet drawing on ny part. I have nearly 
dieted the area between Cape Bejteau* and the Sastrugi Pass now but have 
"'to-U days work still to go on this present sheet. Bryn has nearly finished 

<c fj3/1 £ up s small sealing sledge 9 lon *> 

This evening Henxy, Pete and I spent <u. hour skiing which was vexy 

’^Ciyg} •, . A 4 i 1# . «l j luim-) which giw t|uite a good 25ft 

Pete haa repni^ed in© mki % 









f* 


«■ clefvr df V tut quite nW T 

1 sent off the fortport. 


c> turW 

31 st January 1959 

ne tween cooking meals I continue n., 

^ ;?urv ey work. Bryn has finished 

l4 ,hing the ? ft nled £ e and made a verv ann* , v ^ , 

lt£ Qry g ° od J° b of it too. It will be a very 

little sledge around Base and for sealing. 

After supper Henry, Bryn and I spent until midnight sealing. We each went 
various wy- witl1 ” J - >‘°S teams, 3ryn out to Burton Rook, Henry towards Millerand 
and I t0 Mis ton Rock and beyond into Neny Fjord. B. and H. both brought in 2 ani 
Biyn left one killed in neny Fjord. I brought in 3 which made a total evening 

haul of 7 seals - pretty good. 

r ete F. has spent >puite a happy evening with records and rum. 


Sunday 


1st February 1939 


I have concentrated mostly on iy survey photographs to-day• ^-o^t 01 ay 

photos are taken in panoramic groups and these I have stapled together and put 
in envelopes of tracing linen. Tonight I printed ny last 40 negatives which 
i»ve come out quite well. Henry has been pretty idle to-day. Bryn and Keith 
h the fibre glass dingy out of the 3 ft deep snow in which it has been buried 
•ince our arrival. Bryn has also drained the water that has lain in a deep 

p0 °l around the hangar for some time. 

2nd February 195? 

Monday 

at each other rather. To- 4 v I oompleted the 

^er.e daya begin to repe&' . * . , , 

- v / TriL ffio Circle Trough *:\d in^ed 

<k *, r4 , % « the Windy/1* »** * 

“up to Camp 25 at the head 

. th . upper Traffic Oirole and 

^ Tomorrow I hope I «».U ° UI »' l0t8 













in K WCl1 free to stai 't the writW - , 

;h*^ ^ work# Henry haa made a start 

fh . *}:©t Report* and tells me that Ihis 7e ^ * * 

year has been by far the coldest 




fec^ 


two 


.^d *t Stonington. 

311 d 3ryri x o celled in *thc scmT ^ « 

^ clX CcU that Biya had left in Heny Fjord 

days a £°* 


fednes&ay 4th February 1959 

Little ^o record these past two days# I have kept my self next door 

/ 

worlds on ^ ie ?urve y* Tonight I printed 30 of Henry* s negatives that 'dll be 
•K*fui for survey. I wish the survey work didn’t take so long so that I could 
• f f rec to bring in seals and vrark on outside jobs# Henry and Keith are 
planning to leave on a local geological trip only 4 miles off at Roman Pour. 

They will be out from anything up to 10 days probably. 


5th February 1959 

hors day 

n 0 _.•„ ftru i between meals I continuea plotting cr- 
My cook day has cane round agam and Dex;v ' c 

a „ the doss out and got two seals but saw 

he survey sheet. P.F. and Pryn ^ AV ° 

„ island is becoming treacherously 

0 others. Dull day: the surface on 

oft and even on skis it is sl uitc a Job S ettlnc “h 01 '** 

6th FebruMi 195? 

Friday _ . . . 

ver , poor wither with 6" soft snow .ovulation 

U1 plotting again. * • „ ^turvir.g to 

Heard tonight tint 

' • «d K. did not got aw-V „, ls t»oe- and then return 

. _ wi th * outsit ** v 1 

r/ **ey where she will me©t up n ^ will have to step 

this month IS O'*- 


Viatel/ to relieve us before 









A , 7 th February 1959 

X started on the sledging report of the < 

tne journey to-day. Hope I nearly 
vjplete it by tomorrow. H . and K. did not i 

" 1 ' ave wing to the wind that has 

<■» ‘ 111 “ U dW - Hmw '- ”“ 1 ' UW a™.. u,,. 

• and '^ r 8th Pebrua^' 1959 

Beautiful day, Completely calm and oi„o-~ 

^ ana GJ-ear and quite warm sunshine, 

aory ** Keith have S° ne to o««P at Roman 4. Keith has yet to complete the 
dttailed geological mapping of that part. Bryn vnsnt across with them and 
fetched in d seals making the total 12, Pete and X stayed in working 'until 
after supper when we sledged out looking for seals. 

We covered several miles. The Admirals extremely fit but very little 
co-operation out of Caesar to-day,- I’m afraid. It was cold sledging, the temp 
'ell to +8° and there was fog lying over the sea ice. I think it was colder 
out on the ice. We called in at Roman 4 to give Henry and K. some things they 
tad left behind. 


KonOiy 9th February 1 959 

I have continued the Summer Survey sledging report. woik hard at i- 

^OW I think p might finish it. This aft^oon Bryn, Pete end I novel 

« u 4 ^-r.- roof to a suitable rock 100 . X, 

" "lining boxes of food from the foodstore 

"j+, where they will be bettei .stor 

tu >ve been pwi/ited white by H« n ry on 

'* rubbish down to the f>e* to®- __ 

, 0 , Thl , ill Kobivnuy . It t > 

’•* min. t«,„n l« 8 t niglit w« * 




red 8 ^ s ° ^ ^ wo mergence*' ^\es 

the Bnergenqy Hut P 'v't, '-d t lx % dgv-d 


*r*t 


./id tha loe }iaen f t gos 


i<■» out 


^ rcwu 


'/ * 











or tonify there i~ 

5i e<j0 1 *°°a chanoo w 

f1 ,rf of bases. fta bern standing by to assist 

HfS rd on sbhed from Henry that he and if 

„ . ' ? ' lth ^bed Roman * and saw open 

rtt ,r from summit approx 50 ffiiles out> *na saw open 


Magnificent weather. Max +26°. Min -6° 


juesdsy 

10th February 1959 

Another beautiful* fine day hut awful* cold for the tiae of year. 

* min. last night was + T°F. It is worth comparing these temps with the 

atoteu,BB f ° r ^50 which were ,12 and ,20° I think. *ite an 

appreciable difference! I don’t think there is any chance at all of the ice 
£ oin £ out this year. Nights are closing in now and the stars are visible again. 

Henry popped across for tea this afternoon. They had had a splendid day 
yesterday apparently - a magnificent view from the top of Roman IV. He took 

°se photos of the North side of the Neny Trough. He says he saw an ice-capped 
‘ -^vid beyond the Terra Firrna. This afternoon Bryn, I^cte and I , mined* out the 
Stents of 8 hags of coal and filled a large box. 

1 being awfully slow with this sledging report. I r.nv t fini- hit 
‘•borrow. 13 ^ went out after seal thin evening. He called in for tea ’at the 
- ‘ f * the road' and reported them warm in their bags. 3_-y.i -.^ys that 

in coming on awful* well in the lead. He is now starting to respond 

*ell tn 

t0 commands. 




w ■<% 


Yf »*terday I went out senllnil but only 


IIUi Pehru«u} 10^0 

und 2 ones whioh I kill % 


‘M 


hkVm 


covered 12 uiile». T ' iyn 


w «„t out a littl» »•*"»' hl,t Woiw, 













j t h©d started to drift tt-. 

.Mijy and Keith, anticipating a wind getting 


H ]*o ca^c k ac *u 


, ,1 gal p ha continued to blow all to-day* Thin morning the door wan 
^ drifted up, all windows drifted up and a large tail drift now stretches 


once fron thC TTlSSen Hut roof - To-night I moved 20 American barrels which 

w ,*yc ^ ri a ^ Um ^ > on new hut site. Henry has started to dig out the 

screen* • which is 3 feet in ice. 


, niet 


This gale is very like the onset of Autumn. I think we have had our 
"uumer now. T have now completed the writing part of the sledging report, 


\nday 


15th February 1959 

The gsle left large autumn drifts in the lee of the hut, undoing all Keith’s 
efforts to assist ablation. I have started on the Annual General Report. 

Yesterday three of us moved the tent pile to a rock site of Pete’s choosing south 
of the hut. Bryn has done a great job in digging out the 12ft dingy. This was 
mounted on barrels 3 feet above the beach in March last year. It was now 

+ feet under the surface which means, a depth of solid snow aoouv, 7 2 - L,?c ' - ' °' er 
beach ana the last 2 feet are ice* The continuation of this process can only 

in an ice—cap over the whole island. 

ti _ a x . , . ariA picar and cold. The stars are quite bright 

It cleared up to—night and wao o± 

a+ . , _ . _ ,.^t* v enlovable hour skiing at midnight. 

8t night now. P. H. and I a very J " 

f 

fed pemmican. 


16th February 

,c ^Cuy 

-e Annual General Report and finished it to-d^y - 

pent all yesterday c^ ^ ■ 1 

the snail oil barre1 *' at ^ hut ' 


' v *g. report. Hanxy ou ^ 















r,P * ^ ° Ut ^ S « R 1 and f«a the dot*, * 

, ao 8 B ■ Bryn went out with hi» 

,„£« to-J»y * ni1 “° one lar ge cow wcddel. 7„. . 

1 ' S dear and Bright to-day* Very 

a after sunset these days and nights retttn * , „ 

L ' tettm E dark now. Temp +8° this 

* M *” ” ®* °* U ”* ^ « «* «»1 pils „ faaiPully 

«— T ’* - i~. «, »>d „*1. 

It some tine to fill a box with bits and pieces* 

Biyn b0ar,3Cd ^ thC Merican ***** swept out Rennes room and the kitchen 


e< 


^adnesday 18th February 1959 

Henry has finished a very lengthy Met Report. I have filed away the 
Annual General Report and "urcmer sledge report and made out a report on depots 
left in the field. Bryn and I had another coal mining session and filled It 
coxes. I went to sleep after tea and was dead to the world until supper time. 
Dull weather to-day - snowing and blowing up from the N.W. The ’John Biscoe* 
i to reach Deception I. tomorrow. Have to start on the survey report now 
Mch will be quite a lengthy thing I fear. 


Thursday 

Purvey report. knowing. 
hear*d RVB , Westwind and John - • 
fed pemmican. 


19th February 1959 


Bryn eavesdropped on Washingoon Trafi ic and 
arranged*• 


Mdty 

'’Rowing all day. We have 
rr y good equipment report. 

’*ed repairing the jujp tent. 


20th February 1959 

n burio d oumelvea indoors. Henxy i* writing 
Kel th working on his rock*, in the ’UK*. Bryn 
I h.ve oontlnuod with th- mirv»Q i-^ort 



y* 



4 * 1 1 < V, 

HI y* r» 







.<r ] 


•e? 


ent drawing up a raap Rt 1/500 


000 


which 






area, 


1 °wr the whole survey 


I think the St. Martin icebreaker has „ ot . _ ^ 1959 

., . c • i 0 -ni £ ht we hear that a 

v -r f has visited 3ase *Y* but P»^^r 

ddy save «■ - further infection. This 
^on Pete -* I went out sealing with the Admirals. Pete wte towed « ^ 

«* 5l6dge “ ld 03rried ° Ut S< “ C friction m «asurement. I „ beiac v . , low with 

** survey report. Dull weather. Got one small seal and Bryn got another. 

» c#ae baok at S>3 °* ~ ayE is leading v. well now which is excellent. 


Sunday 


h 


22nd February *959 


Splendid sunny day. Pete and Henry sledged across Jkr It. Martin this 
• onric. They returned with some very interesting and disturbing news, 

firstly their second hut was burnt down on 2nd Feb. - completely* raized to the 
.round. °ince then they have been living in the tin shack that was their kitche 
* ; d _•> the ; iall refu t e hut that they have. Secondly tne base has been relie • cd 
t helicopters taking out all but seven men. The helicopters have been flying 

Islet where the St. Hartin is lying 8 - 10 Biles short of the fast ioe 
V have completed the relief in 2 days flying. It has been a clear day and w, 

^ heart the droning of the helicopter engines from here. Paddy's story about 

is. i Cahrication. I spoke to Leu on the 

•ver visiting Base 'T' was » ootnplete faoi 10 

t * ah lev® 0130* 

' r * and he has managed to bty for ^ 


$4 

Olfl 


v 






*w*. 


riscof V 






i 'j* v ... 

„, r to be moving speedlly. 

SO tilings nppenr 10 


23rd Februai^ ?n 39 

vvua with 
I imvat finish 


# 


day 





















nW ’ Blowtag hard «H a „ „ , 

ft 11 a ‘V * n & drifting heavily. 


\V 


ffd pGJtKHC® 11 * 


D lC '^ 24th February 1959 

Gple continues. Quite heavy drifting. ", elf finished surv{y report> 

•F. ■.«!! «° rkto 2 ^ his section of it. Btyn started sending 3 man tent. 

jeniy on d0£ reC ° rd b0 ° k# Keith fini ^ed geological report. 

0 ched vri-h john >iscoe 35 Allies out of Base ’Y/ 1 on edge of fast ice in 
Vartha strait. Dick Foster requesting following information:- 

l' Depth of snow cover on hut sites. 

9 Condition of boulder floor. Required to dig 12 holes over area "20 ft x 50 ft 
■' n e-aired to make substantial base for auto/diesel generator. Inspect 
’Bcthev Hut* for space 6* x 2*1 , lead to run $00 yds to hut site, 

T ) Prevare tools, nicks, shovels, sawn, hammers, nails and linker, 

\ 

B?d 0200, Base in. 


. , 25th February 1955 

dies day 

•/ 

Gale still blows and drift pretty unpleasant. I worked *v - d '" 1 
>f icial nail. This afternoon Biyn and X measured out the hut area ^proadaste^r 

* of it is covered by snow - a hard snow beneath which fe a layer of ioe in 

r" e inspected tlie *Bothey Hut* 

* Kany of the surface stones are loo-.. 

^ M * auto/diesel generator. THok Foster 

»«1, T think, be suitable for the , 

. , + . hto stuff ooiring O.o-.f.. here. 

k < h j , « i.u, trnotor 1 ** 

^Weatinrr in talking *bout the 











Si4 ‘ 




0*1* a11 continue*. Keith and I .. - ^ 1559 

H . „_ n " iOC ° ut a second copy of store* 




Brvan ?nn+ . . * Becon<3 °opy of stores 

torieP * ^ n J ° 0t 13 bein e somewhat of * men , „ 

u , nenace funning over stores, 

talks for hours each evening on the nightlv w 

• o V ■ iscoe sched - colloquially 

’(Toon "how. m__ 


,,wwu “ colloquially 

the 'Goon Bhow*. T)i ck j>onter 1* » 

great help in sorting out queries 

dog f° od * 


<.fdle d 


on 


^ 27th February 1959 

Gale still - not quite a gale but blowing steadily 30 knots. Outside all 

i, windswept. "elf cook. ^rote some official letters. V. late to bed 0200. 

In hut all day. ’Northwind* has net yet rendezvoused with J.B. - heavy pack. 


Saturday 28th February 1959 

Astonishing wind. Pull gale all day. I went out for t an hour on skis 
and not plenty of fresh air in that time! Pretty difficult to walk up against 

the wind. 

jL^lesrams 

kissed post see you London where next = Pavia. 

Siscoe not moved. ETA with Northwind 0900 tomorrow morning. Splendid American 

‘ 0Wr **» on Northwind sched. "Hallow Jam Bisko, Rarjer, etc." 

"• 12 3°. dp 0900. Base in. 


1 st Marc!) 10*9 


h'* »/in<3 ha/- subsided 
* J - ooe at ij.in. 
ftcalc rrt'itobes in 


4-r, ,w 'The Northwind ha - rende-vou 
guite a bit to-uay • 

this afternoon. n<W ln Un *' 

thn urgency Boxes and fitted *~»o<0ra to then. 





















afternoon ft#**?*! 

* * Keith •* i mode 08ment 

t!l ,t *ill be inetellea immediate on ^ f ° r the «—l engta, 

d , rf'i<* »*•"• v * en J<y«ble. m he gener ’ ,femy “ nd 1 h ** » b*lf hour on 

^jphaft probably needs r«,ewta E . ^ tr ° Ul ' 1 ‘' * 2#la * The 

1200. Up ($ 00 , Base out. 


fi' 

led 


t'onitey 


, . 2rxd March 1959 

The Northwind only managed to break it mile- , ntn „ p 

‘ ' Jlt0 tae f&-.t ice and we lean 

that they are netting out to relieve the' ba-e bv b.n • , 

a ' e b Y helicopter and Weasel* 

-o much for the icebreakers chance of getting in here! 


"either pretty cold but quite find. y. little accomplished. 
Bed 0100. Up 0845. Base out. 


Tuesda y 3rd March I 959 

T e hear to-night that a tractor party and helicopter reached Base f,TM . 

- 1 ' . ’onter i r, at Base *T* at the moment. All they plan to do at present is to 
L 1 "efficient coal in the Base to keep them going for a few weeks. The Tiscoe 
Uorthwind sail on Thursday for an attempt at Marguerite ^ay. ” r e hear that 
tf ^ are unable to break the ioe Base 'Y* and *E* will be evacuated but I 
*** ^ possible that a -mall party will repair at V - K men probably. 

".-t-'in wi „ he _ to ^ to John and me tomorrow.at If.00. 


! «*th 


^’ler 


overcast, chilly. Bed 0100. Up 0 ^ 00 . 


4th 1 'aroh 195 ? 


t h9 thought it very unlikely that they 

i't*ln Johncon told John <*hd m " _ ... . 

, pcii.va *1' "" d **"• H# U>W % ° 

“tie to t reak into the Bi\y aa .. 

h« » -n- 1 * Rl '' th *‘ if 1 

el tO 









iJX*. 



















would leave 

tJw 

at Base ty t 

a , n *l this evening giving the r-™ , ’ >eofll3fl ser >t » long 

. £ ral P^e which t 

^ens of without a Base to + ** vei ? «i loo, T/ “ 

L ° swplus dog team- etc t 

Cur particular problem -i- ^ . ’ to " ,tc > 


--xjjj.us dog team- M-r. + 

Cur particular probl^ *, to ^ ^ 

and I have both h«a to le avc , 'e MP to T and what to leave, 

PaPt ° f our Personal gear - all ny 

l I hope I see them again TVi^ 

- There is much to do yet. Should finish 

ration tomorrow nic-ht. 


K«niy 

booted 

r reparation tomorrow night 
rp 0900. Bed 0130. Base in. 


ThUr3day 5 th Karch 1959 

A v. busy day of preparation. Wind has got up to gale force from 3.E. 

Biit, pi Civil -g up v. li ttj.e drift. Henry and X have packed our sledges. I sent a 

note to the faster John Biscoe as Icing if we would be advised to move now. Jan, 

the ’"OF, didn’t wish to disturb him from his sleep and passed it on to the First 

Officer who advised us to stay put for the time being. Biscoe is off N.W. 

Adelaide in heavy pack. 

*P O 845 . Bed i230. Base out. 

6 th March 1959 

Friday 

tT n ^reparations for leaving the Base. heard t . -a; 

Have initially complete ' uhe piep 

• txr f f or winter and thax Keit.'i and etc A_e 
««7 arc thinking of putting 6 ^ to 1 for W1 ‘‘ 

• 4-v,. ,artv. I --cut off » priority signal to 

r considered for inclusion in - * 

■ Id be inoluded in the pwrty for various reasons 
,cf «s suggesting that they should - 

.. , . Ist Officer spoke .to me s^-ing that as .w -a- 

^ hope it bears some weig • • -> ^ nduht to rick 

m al kit they might make a helicopter fli.>i ' 1 1~ 

•’ard w e leaving some personal ki 

,. or „ing 08J0. hope to get by oy> 

„ . . , +h ter J.B. tomorrow -«°rnl g 

> ched wxtJl i w i* > ^ 


v • 













V i : ■' 

. 1 














foeeW 


to 



7 th March 1059 
10 th March 1959 


v/hich 


I h * w 1,#en reBian <"W ny diary witin „ _ 4 

0 P^st three days during 

events have passed rapidly to find u<5 ab 

ic John T)ir,coe' and ^teaming 

oU t of Marguerite Bay. 


up. 


^e raised the 


,e SI>ent 8 bUSy n ° min £ at »— doing final tidying , 
generator off the floor onto boxes, cleared everything off the floor throughout 
the hut and got away with our heavy sledges at 10 3 0 a.m. It -was a beautiful 

oornins, SU W calQ the surface up to the Deb**U«. Islands was very fast. 
Biyn “Sd i eaci had a -ledge in tow and Henry and Keith's sledges were well 
loaaed up. \iC reached oan Martin after an hour and a half and stopped short on 
the ice where the Argentines came out to meet us. We didn’t stay there long. 

I explained the situation to Lieutenant Giro as best I could and gave him a 
letter that I had written in Spanish which he read and understood! They were 
busy building a small hut for further accomodation and all seemed very cheerful. 

7 e continued on from there sledging in spelis of an hour witn breams in oetween. 

It was rather slow in Calmette Bay but once onto the windswept ice cro mg ^,-ire 
3ay we made good speed. Much of the ice was bare of snowcover and very hard and 

sli^ery. lane beautiful lights: Pete and I took * a reel of cine on the way 

. . x__ ^n^-inro faintly o that on arriving at 

*.t Camp Point I had heard helicopter engines iau ^ 

»t . , 4 . -p^nd new faces and a ccsnplete change oi h- . 

J ^eshoe I was not surprised to find 




Ih* v 


•^1.1 copter- had flov.'n i- r > ^aken 


; ail bar John P. out to the ships and brought 


the new personnel. We leaint 


that Keith was to stay but that Pete Forster 


* fJ go out which of course up 


. et him rather. I «“ vcr y S’» d Kfith V 


’.♦.w 


orriiru 


TTe will be inva 


luable to th«»« 


AP»ns that ^e 

picketed the do^ on w l 


had bniuyi 


.tere tired 


, Tor tlie evening. 

,f 4 i . - 1 /.direr, loaded iw 

^ W,gry 3 rt ft the °*Sr 


I had • word with U 
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:bi:\ 
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pel "CJ w '' c ^ “' v ' e ~leader »t *yt 


in the moraine ("unday) w . „„ . 

sorted out all the kit th* + to be fl™ out 
v , teller. Agai* the weather was g ' • - be ■ loan out 

• The first flight of two 

•-•i copters came in at 1?.no r™ 

ftCJ- 10 * * JU * xhev touch a* 

mi °~ l the small landing ground 

j-hat ^as inar ^ e< i ^y -^ a gs. They couldn't ha, 

. cvo stayed more than 5 minutes. In that 

«* 1 ^ ^ ~ ha8tUy ^ **> the cabin of the b ig craft. * .^erican 
shouted something to us. 'le were soon inside and fastening belts and away we 

fl« sm00th ^' at a hei fi ht of 300 ft I should think. It was very good fun and I 
dW * best t0 £St s0Qe cine shots 0“t of the small windows. I was envious of 
John who had managed oo get Into the small helicopter which had a glass roof and 

l/| 

sides find offere r an un—interrupted view all round# ” r e crossed the ^forth of 


Laubbeuf Fjord* T T ere we saw a large lead running from the Guebriant Islets Touth 
towards Red Rock Ridge and then very une:q>ectedJy (because one cannot see in the 
direction of flight from the passenger cabin) we saw the ships with noses into the 

fast ice and beyond them to the -Test the ice was broken with leads and b :ge floes. 
Our landing on the ice next to the (John Biscoe* was equally hasty. No sooner 
had the kit been thrown out than they took off again for norseshoe without even 


fuelling. 

,x to be on board the Bircoe when on^ 

Henry remarked on how strange 

n ^ im the coast when plans were so much in the ^ir. 

c day before we had been sledgin^ P 

•• t. , -niiu I have had a mo L ‘"o. o tr 

don’t suppose I .-.hall ever see Marguerite ^ - - 

, ^ _ splendid year-- Th « do <^ -“* ess -‘ 

c years licre. They have been good ye.arr 

VrarJric «nd Vol and the young ones Mfha an, 

and Johnny and strong * \ ^ r'*> rl tic' 

, „ j s «id .V goodbyes to each « the. ^ .... . 

become such magnifio« nt " Thev will not have »i\j 

m., *t have understood. 

’ H all again because ^ ^ ^ program T* are short of 

■or. How unfortunate it is that the 
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Ba3e plM1s oould not ha 




> pipctinn , Ve gone . There is an air o 

dejection on board, ait +* 

, S ^ 00r cha PS> the builders and 

,'^ec aliets, who have cmo h 

, v . JU °‘ vn for this particular job to find 

at t ie last minute that thai , 

r hooes are frustrated. The holds 

aie full Oi Base IS carer™ nv,j 

g nd oar ®° i3 stacked on thedeck. All 

ttiis must return. Some of tvia «v, 

- 0* trie Chaps are gofcng to go home. 

Others are going to cm t? .-r. 

g to B,:ise J which is to he re-opened 

to accomodate the extra men. Great disorganisation has ofcourse 
>een brought about and there is much discontent. Shortly after 
getting on hoard Henry and I saw Captain Johnstone who invited 
us m for a drink and a talk. John P. suggested the depoting of 
nutrican. 35 boxes were brought out of the hold and a tractor 
■tfent off towards Guebriant Island only to find that it was 
impossible to approach the islands owing to a lead so that the 
depot was brought in again. 


We waited here all yesterday as the weather was thick, 
^hn P, Mac and I went across to the Northwind and saw 

» 

a film and then had coffee in the wardroom with the doctor 
who talked so softly that I couldn’t hear what he was saving. 
We sailed early this morning. I went out on deck to get photos 
Of Adelaide Island but the cloud is very low and the light 
Poor so I doubt if I shall 3ee much of this coast of Adelaide 


a t all. 


as possible to Base •'A* and 


The plan is to get as close 

x ntoresl This will be a big undertaking 

sledge in 35 tons of storeo* 

. 4 dieting to see how successful « > are in 

*nd jt will be i nte rating ™ 


^ ng bo. 
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"I know that it is today, and that there was yesterday, and 
wi 11 he t omo rrow; 

But up there, where the hills are deep in snow, that is eternity: 


That is out of all reckoning and telling. 
You can’t measure that proud white beauty, 




But you can live with it for a little space, 

That will not belong to today, or yesterday or tomorrow. 
But to the time bevond time." 

(A poem by Margaret Cropper). 
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